Three Blessings of Grace--I Cor.1:3-9
I.) The Source of Grace

I Cor.1:3-4; Rom.1:7; II Cor.1:2; Gal.1:3

1.) Paul’s Greeting:

Greek traditional greeting

Jewish traditional greeting

2.) Source of Grace 

“From”

Father: The Father is seen in Scripture as the Master—Planner, the One Who formulated the whole plan of grace.
Jesus Christ: Christ is pictured as the willing obedient Servant Who carries out the Father’s plan. 

3.) Verse 4 explains the flow of grace: That is grace is conveyed to the believer only through Jesus Christ. Paul’s whole point is that grace originates and is conveyed to the believer by the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ.

II.) The Service of Grace
I Cor.1:5-7

1.) God provides the Grace we need to serve. 
A.) “enriched”  The Greek word – “ploutizo” meaning one who is very rich. The word is only used 3 times in Scripture, all by Paul. It is used here and in II Cor.9:11; II Cor.6:10.

B.) “utterance” I Cor.12:8,10; II Cor.8:7; Eph.6:19; Col.4:3-4
“knowledge” 
C.) As supernatural gift

I Cor.13:2,8

D.) As information known 

II Cor.4:6; Eph.1:17; Phil.1:9; Col.1:9-10; Col.2:3, Col.3:10

2.) “Testimony” I Cor.2:1; II Thes.1:10; I Tim.2:6; II Tim.1:8

3.) “Confirmed” Rom.15:19; II Cor.12:12; Gal.3:5

4.) “gift” Up to the mentioning of the word gift in verse 7, Paul had been foreshadowing what he will be saying later in the epistle, when he corrects their misuse of spiritual gifts. The word gift is from the Greek word “charisma” from which we get our English word “charismatic.” It is actually derived from the word for grace (“charis”) and literally means “a grace gift”
A.) Sarcasm

“Come behind in no gift” (I Cor.14:26 – competition in the ecclesia over gifts)

“Coming of …” (Sober them up – Paul reminds them that the height and goal of the Believer experience is Christ, not their gifts. The whole purpose of the gifts was to serve Christ, not to edify and glorify themselves.)

III.) The Security of Grace I Cor.1:8-9

1.) Confirm (Greek “babaios”) meaning to make firm, to make sure. It is a word that was used in Paul’s day for the establishing of a business contract. The noun form of the word is usually translated as “steadfast” and “sure.”
A.) holy Spirit II Cor.1:22; Eph.1:13

B.) The goal in confirming us is that we may be “blameless in the Day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” This is a reference to our gathering together (rapture). Blameless in the sense of  II Cor.5:21.
C.) God is faithful!
