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I Cor.1:10-12
I) THE EXHORTATION TO UNITY (V.10)
1. I beseech you 
Beseech is the Greek word “parakaleo” meaning to plead or beg.
A. Under the law “you shall not” or “You shall” under grace the tone is that of pleading as opposed to outright commands.
B. Imitators 
I Cor.4:16; Gal.4:12; Eph.4:1
C. Brethren
      The gracious approach reinforced
D. Through the name of Jesus Christ
      Rom.15:30; I Thes.4:1-2
II) UNITY IN OUR EXTERNAL TESTIMONY
1. Speak the same thing
In order for the ecclesia to maintain a good testimony to the world, it needs a unified message.
A. Examples of a unified message
1A. Salvation – What is the Evangel message today
1B. Law vs. Grace
1C. Baptism
1D. Gifts
III) UNITY IN OUR INTERNAL TESTAMONY
1. No divisions
The word “divisions” comes from the Greek word “schism” we take our English word “schism” by transliterating this Greek word.
A. How can preventing divisions be achieved?
1A. In the same mind
Phi.1:27; Phi.2:2; Phi.2:5; Eph.4:3-6
2A. In the same judgment
The word for judgment here in I Cor.1:10 is not the usual word for judgment but is based on the word for “knowledge” (The Greek word is “gnome”).
I Cor.7:25,40 – these two verses are a perfect illustration of what believers and ecclesias must do when they have no specific instructions from the Lord about some area. They then must make informed decisions (judgments) based on Scriptural principles, and keep studying until they agree.
IV) EXAMPLES OF CORINTHIAN DISUNITY (VS.11-12)
1. The problem – Contentions ( bickering or quarreling) – Tit.3:9
A. These contentions were based on divisions over personalities. 
1A. The problem Paul is really addressing is the problem of following after the individuals who were leaders in the Corinthian ecclesia.
I Cor.4:6 (Paul substitutes his and Apollos’ name to save them embarrassment or to not inflame the issue).
1B. The Cults of Personalities
Of Paul (I Cor.4:16; I Cor.11:1; Phi.3:17-18)
Of Apollos (Act.18:24-28; Act.19:1-3)
Of Cephas (Gal.2:8-9)
Of Christ 
2A. Five wrong ways to follow Christ:
A1. Following Christ as a mere man 
Many see His teachings as a good philosophical approach to life, but nothing more. II Tim.3:5
A2. Following Christ according to the kingdom evangel
An example of this is trying to go back to things like the sermon on the mount for ecclesia instruction. Compare Mat.5:5 (Inherit the “earth” or more literally the “land”) and Phi.3:20 (“heavens”)
A3. Refusing to acknowledge any apostolic authority
Here is the pious individual who says, “ I do not listen to any human leaders; I get my instructions directly from Christ.” To these people Paul writes: I Cor.14:37; II Cor.13:3.
A4. Mystics who only recognize a “spiritual” Christ
This doctrine was historically taught by a man named Cerinthus. He and his disciples taught (teach) that the real Jesus was a spirit being who temporarily inhabited a human body which was actually accursed and discarded at the cross. Paul answers this error in I Cor.12:3
A5. Former Jewish Pharisees who became believers
Acts 15:5, This group is said to have believed, but evidently never recognized even the authority of the 12 apostles, much less Paul. But they did profess Christ.
V) THE ANSWER
Rom 16:17 
 
        
