
Several years ago on a television program, a panel of 

lawyers was asked Bible questions. One prominent attorney 

was especially well versed in the Old Testament. He explained 

why. "I came from a large family. In the evenings my father 

read Bible stories. We had to listen to the story and then write 

it. I have never forgotten what I learned as a child."

A fascinating story of elephants shows the importance 

of one generation teaching the next. Park rangers at a South 

African wildlife preserve were concerned about the slaughter of 

39 rare white rhinos in their park. It turned out that juvenile 

delinquents-teen elephants, killed the rhinos.

A decade earlier the park could not sustain the 

increasing population of elephants. They killed many of the 

adult elephants whose young were old enough to survive 

without them. So the young elephants grew up fatherless.

Eventually many of these young elephants roamed 

together in gangs and began to do things elephants normally 

don't do. Without dominant males, the young bulls began 

exhibiting aggressive behavior, throwing sticks at rhinos and 

acting like neighborhood bullies. A few young males grew 

especially violent, knocking down rhinos and crushing the life 

out of them. The gang leader eventually had to be killed.

The park rangers speculated that these young teen-aged 

elephants were acting badly because they needed role models. 

They brought in a large male to lead them and to counteract 

their bully behaviors. Soon the new male established 

dominance and put the young bulls in their places. The killing 

stopped. The mentoring saved the young elephants.

Dear Lord, give parents wisdom and grace to teach their 

children to love You.
—Aletha Hinthorn

Notes:

Sermon Text 

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”

(things God has shown me today)

Enter to Worship. Depart to Serve.
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June 17, 2012

FATHER’S DAY



Announcements
• We honor the fathers present today.  At the end of the worship 

service this morning, a small gift will be given and a group photo of 
all fathers will be taken. 

• Tuesdays through June 26 - 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. As part of the Middleburgh 
300th Anniversary Celebration, village churches are hosting “History of 
the Church” evenings. See the flyer on the bulletin board in the foyer for 
more details.

• June 25 - Monday morning - Work Day at Victory Grove Camp
• June 28 - July 8 - Victory Grove Camp
• July 9-10 - Annual Conference
• July 15- Missionaries Dale & Judy Sherman will be speaking in our 

evening service.
• July 29 - Communion Service
• Each church in the Central Zone has been asked to have a float for the 

Independence Day parade at Victory Grove. We are looking for anyone 
who would be willing to help with this project. Please see Mrs. Owens if 
you can help in any way.

• Visit our web site for the latest photos and information.

Prayer Requests
• Our sister church to pray for this week is Archdale, North Carolina. Deral 

Hunt is the pastor.
• Pray for the upcoming camp and conference. We have been asked to pray:

"... that our pastors would come away refreshed spiritually and 
better able to serve the local church; that our young people would 
be able to attend and that they would have radical life-changing 
encounters with God; that our laymen would see the 
spiritual benefit of attending camp and make changes in their 
schedules to do so; that our evangelists would be anointed by God; 
that God would have His way in EACH service; that there would 
be a spirit of unity and prayer during camp; and that God would 
call workers into His harvest field."

• Pray for those families and communities devastated by Irene and Lee, as 
well as those who are helping in the relief work.

• Pray for revival in our church and community.
• Continue to pray for:

• Neighbors, relatives, and friends on our hearts, especially David   
and Susan.

• Missionaries: B. Fay, C. Hostetler, the Hunters, the Kisers, the 
Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses, the Mussers, the Orvises, the D. 
Shermans, the  J. Shermans; and the Himelicks and others at VICM.

• Our young people.
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Our armed services personnel.
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make 

righteous choices.
• Pray for these recent physical need requests:

• David Fay, Genesis (Brazil), Marie Rooney,  Ronnie, Karagen 
Roberts, Ed Snyder, Kathy Moltzen

• Long-term physical requests:
• Claire Tolan, Edward O’Shea, Sandy Griesemer and her mother, 

Mark Vosburgh, Duane Maxey, Michael Wright, Clayton Jones.
• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization, or 

would like a home visit.

Notes:

Other announcements & 

prayer requests

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m.     Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.      Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s  Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

1 Kings 18:1-46
Acts 11:1-30
Psalm 135:1-21
Proverbs 17

1 Kings 19:1-21
Acts 12:1-23
Psalm 136:1-26
Proverbs 18

1 Kings 20:1-21:29
Acts 12:24-13:15
Psalm 137:1-9
Proverbs 19

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

II Kings 1:1-2:25
Acts 13:42-14:7
Psalm 139:1-24
Proverbs 21

II Kings 3:1-4:17
Acts 14:8-28
Psalm 140:1-13
Proverbs 22

II Kings 4:18-5:27
Acts 15:1-35
Psalm 141:1-10
Proverbs 23

1 Kings 22:1-53
Acts 13:16-41
Psalm 138:1-8
Proverbs 20
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Wednesday    Thursday Friday       Saturday 

Sunday             Monday          Tuesday

Father's Day is a time for us to show our appreciation to God for our families. 
As we pray for our fathers and all other members of our families, let  us also 

show kindness toward all who have come to worship.
We are very pleased that you are here.

Call to Worship
Grace and peace to you from God our Father, who has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing that comes from heaven:
Who knew us and chose us before the world began;
Who loves us so much that he calls us his own children; 
Who has brought us from darkness into light and filled us with his 
glorious power; 
Who has prepared an inheritance for us that will never spoil or fade; 
Who encourages and strengthens us in every good deed and word; 
Who comforts us in our troubles so that we can comfort others. 
This is our God, the ultimate source of all things, and the One for whom 
we live. 
Let us worship God together!
—based on Ephesians 1, I Peter 1, I John 3, Colossians 1, II Thessalonians 2, II 
Corinthians 2, I Corinthians 8


