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Spiritual “To Do List”

(things God has shown me today)

Helena displayed other Christian virtues as well. She donated money 
to the poor, worked to liberate prisoners, and restored exiles. When 
she worshiped, she dressed plainly, mingling with humbler believers. 
She also donated money to churches throughout the empire, building 
or re-building facilities in places where Christianity had been a 
persecuted sect just a few years earlier.

Anthusa (c. 347-407) lived in Antioch, the hub of Paul's missionary 
journeys, and bore a son, John, just before her husband died. Though 
Antioch's population was roughly one-half Christian at this time, 
Anthusa feared society's corrupting influence on John, so she taught 
him what she knew of classics and Christian faith at home. After his 
character was formed, she sent him to be trained by an experienced 
orator, who honed John's innate gifts of communication. John 
became one of the early church's most renowned preachers. His 
contemporaries named him Chrysostom, or “golden-mouthed.”

Katie Luther (1499-1552), wife of the Protestant Reformer Martin 
Luther, schooled a large and ever-changing group in her house. She 
bore six children, raised four orphans, and generally rode herd over 
the students Martin brought home from the university where he 
taught. Sometimes as many as 30 people crowded under her roof, 
seeking to learn all they could from both Martin and his formidable 
wife. Luther was only half-joking when he referred to her frequently 
as “my lord Katie.”

Susanna Wesley (1669-1742), mother of John and Charles, is 
sometimes called the “Mother of Methodism” as well. She ran a 
tightly ordered household by necessity, for her husband subsisted on 
a minister's salary and she bore 17 children, 9 of whom died in 
infancy. ...She conducted day school for her youngsters, instructing 
them in godliness alongside academics. Each child had chores to 
perform, Scriptures to learn, and character issues to address. Each 
child also had a personal audience with mother every week, for one-
on-one attention and encouragement.
It is not hard to see how the discipline integral to the Methodist 
system grew from John Wesley's childhood experiences. In contrast 
to the Church of England, a hierarchy in which religious duties 
generally fell to clerics and spiritual oversight was sometimes lax, 
Methodism emphasized small groups in which every member was 
accountable for Bible study, mutual correction and edification, and 
Christian service.
Though Susanna lived only long enough to see John's earliest revival 
meetings, she would have been proud of the religious movement he 
founded following many of her principles.

 - Elesha Coffman is a doctoral student at Duke University and a senior editor of Christian History 
& Biography. This article first appeared in the January, 2007 issue of Christian History & 
Biography. Used by permission of Christianity Today International. http://CTLibrary.com.
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Notes:

Other announcements & 

prayer requests

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m.     Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.      Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s  Fellowship 10:00 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER REQUESTS
• In place of tonight’s service, we will all be attending the revival 

service at the Grand Gorge church. Service time is 7:30 p.m
• This week is work week at Victory Grove Camp.  If you can help, see 

Pastor Owens for details and times.
• May 13 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Northville. Archie Atwell, Jr. is 

the speaker.
• May 23 - Monday 7:00 p.m. - Annual Business Meeting 
• JUNE 4 - 2:00 P.M. - DEDICATION OF OUR REBUILT CHURCH 

BUILDING
• This week remember to pray for our sister church at Welland, 

Ontario.  Andrew Manley  is the pastor.
• Continue to pray for the outcomes and goals that were established last 

month. God is not limited to revival services, but is still able to 
answer  specific prayers.

• Continue to pray for:
• Neighbors, relatives, and friends on our hearts.
• Missionaries B. Fay, the Mayles, the Orvises, the Millses, the 

Dendlers, the  J. Shermans, the D. Shermans, the Kurtenses, 
C. Hostetler, T. Kiser; and the Himelicks and others at VICM.

• Our young people.
• Our armed services personnel.
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may 

make righteous choices.
• Pray for these requests from the Cobleskill church:

• Gloria, Gladys M., Bruce, Joan
• Pray for these recent physical need requests:

• Bill Ford’s mother and sister, Linda M., Janet Albertson, 
Edward O’Shea, Tony Hoos, George Bates, Kathy Moltzen, 
Margie, Karen C., Raymond Ford,  Mrs. Schindle, Kent E., 
Bob Gokey, Randy  S., B. Bidwell, Judy (Ford) Scheidler, 
Mary E., Sarah Lawton, Judy Williams, Sandy Griesemer and 
her mother 

• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of 
hospitalization, or would like a home visit.

On this glorious Mother’s Day when we celebrate this festival of the 

Christian home, we welcome all who have come to praise God, the 

Creator. Peace and joy to all!

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

1 Samuel 12:1-13:23
John 7:1-30
Psalm 108:1-13
Proverbs 12

1 Samuel 14:1-52
John 7:31-53
Psalm 109:1-31
Proverbs 13

1 Samuel 15:1-16:23
John 8:1-20
Psalm 110:1-7
Proverbs 14

1 Samuel 10:1-11:15
John 6:43-71
Psalm 107:1-43
Proverbs 11

1 Samuel 2:22-4:22
John 5:24-47
Psalm 106:1-12
Proverbs 8

1 Samuel 5:1-7:17
John 6:1-21
Psalm 106:13-31
Proverbs 9

1 Samuel 8:1-9:27
John 6:22-42
Psalm 106:32-48
Proverbs 10
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Mothers of Faith
Perpetua (182-203), a well-born young wife in Carthage, had recently given 

birth to her first child when she was swept up in a severe persecution of 
Christians. Her father pleaded with her to renounce her faith, for the sake 
of her own life and that of her child, but she refused. Eventually Perpetua 
was brought into the arena to be mauled to death by wild beasts. 
According to the famous account of her martyrdom, just before her death 
she admonished the believers in the crowd, “Stand fast in the faith.” It is 
not known what became of her child or the rest of her family, but her 
legend inspired countless other suffering Christians.

Macrina the Elder (died c. 340) also held onto faith in a time of 
persecution. Responding to the preaching of Gregory the Wonder-
Worker, she and her husband were ...converts to Christianity in Asia 
Minor (modern Turkey). During the last great campaign against 
Christians in the Roman Empire, Macrina and her husband fled from their 
hometown. According to tradition, the couple lived for seven years in a 
forest, nearly starving on several occasions. After they were allowed to 
return home, the empire confiscated their possessions. Additionally, 
Macrina was widowed...
Nonetheless, Macrina's Christian commitment persisted, and it flourished 
in subsequent generations. Three of her grandchildren became the most 
celebrated Christians of their era. Basil the Great and Gregory of Nyssa 
greatly advanced Christian theology, and Basil also founded an important 
monastic order. Macrina the Younger inspired her brothers and led a 
community of devout Christian women.

Helena (250-330), mother of Emperor Constantine, became a Christian only 
after her son's conversion, but from that point on she exhibited 
tremendous zeal. The royal biographer Eusebius recorded glowing 
accounts of Helena's prayers and pilgrimages to the Holy Land. She was 
especially concerned to rediscover key sites in early church history, strip 
them of pagan encrustations, and consecrate them to God's service. By 
retracing Jesus' steps and dedicating holy markers along the way, 
Eusebius wrote, “she bequeathed the fruit of her piety to future  
generations.”  (continued on back)
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