
Notes:

Sermon Text 

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”

(things God has shown me today)

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

Daniel 8:1-27
1 John 2:1-17
Psalm 120:1-7
Proverbs 1

Daniel 9:1-11:1
1 John 2:18-3:6
Psalm 121:1-8
Proverbs 2

Daniel 11:2-35
1 John 3:7-24
Psalm 122:1-9
Proverbs 3

Daniel 7:1-28
1 John 1:1-10
Psalm 119:153-176
Proverbs 30

Daniel 4:1-37
2 Peter 1:1-21
Psalm 119:97-112
Proverbs 27

Daniel 5:1-31
2 Peter 2:1-22
Psalm 119:113-128
Proverbs 28

Daniel 6:1-28
II Peter 3:1-18
Psalm 119:129-152
Proverbs 29
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Although the world is focused on the commercialization of Chirstmas, 

the Church is observing a time of preparation for the Coming of 

Christ. Without Advent, the season becomes one long profit-oriented 

celebration without any context for that celebration and with little 

contact with the reality of life that gave birth to the season in the first 

place.

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and increasing joy as 

the birth of Jesus approaches. The circular form of the wreath 

symbolizes eternity or life without end. The candles remind us that 

Jesus is the Light of the World who brought light and life to a dark 

world (John 1:4-5). We light a new candle on each of the four Sundays 

of Advent. As the light grows, so does our anticipation and joy.

Three of the four weekly candles are purple, the traditional color of 

royalty. They represent hope, peace and love, respectively. For the 

third Sunday, we use a pink candle to symbolize joy. In the center of 

the wreath is a white candle (representing the purity of Jesus) — the 

Christ candle — which is lit on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

In the home, many families observe regular devotional times around 

the wreath. The practice builds family memories and develops  

customs that are likely to pass from generation to generation. 

STIR up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may 
by thee be plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. —Book of Common Prayer

Enter to Worship;   Depart to Serve

The voice of him that crieth in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.
Isaiah 40:3

PreparationPreparationPreparation



Notes:

Other announcements & 

prayer requests

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m.     Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.      Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s  Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Pilgrim Holiness Church, Rt. 145, Middleburgh, New York

Richard W. Owens, Pastor          Telephone—827-5241

www.nyphc.org

November 27, 2011

First Sunday of Advent

PRAYER REQUESTS

• This week remember especially to pray for our sister church at 

Lisbon, Ohio. The pastor is Michael Musser.

• Tom McInerny, Amy O’Shea’s stepfather, died suddenly Monday 

morning. Visitation is tomorrow at Cunningham Funeral Home in 

Greenville at 9:30 a.m.and the funeral is at 10:30 a.m. Pray for the 

grieving family.

• Pray for those families and communities devastated by Irene and 

Lee, as well as those who are helping in the relief work.

• Pray for revival in our church and community.

• Continue to pray for:

• Neighbors, relatives, and friends on our hearts.

• Missionaries: B. Fay, the Dendlers, C. Hostetler, the 

Hunters, T. Kiser, the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses, 

the Mussers, the Orvises, the D. Shermans, the  J. 

Shermans; and the Himelicks and others at VICM.

• Our young people - those at school and those needing jobs.

• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC

• Our armed services personnel.

• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may 

make righteous choices.

• Pray for these recent physical need requests:

• David Fay, Sandy M., Kathy S., Jesse Musser, D. DeSantis, 

Leah, Regina (Jean) Ford,  A. Marquit, Ed Snyder, Linda 

M., Edward O’Shea, Kathy Moltzen

• Long-term physical requests:

• Sandy Griesemer and her mother, Duane Maxey, Michael 

W., Clayton J., Sarah Lawton.

• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of 

hospitalization, or would like a home visit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

• December  2 - Zone Christmas Rally

• December 10 - 3:00 p.m. - Caroling at the Farmers’ Museum

Candlelight Event

• December 16 - Bi-monthly conference-wide day of prayer and fasting

• December 18 - 7:00 p.m. - Advent/Christmas Musical Service

• December 21 - 6:30 p.m.- Caroling

• December 25 - Christmas Service at 11:00 a.m.; 

Candlelight Service at 7 p.m.

Welcome on this first Sunday of Advent! As we prepare ourselves 

spiritually to celebrate again the coming of our Lord, let us affirm 

the hope Christ brought to the world. May such hope live within us 

as we worship the Lord.

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 

And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.

R: Oh, Lord, that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest 

come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, to 

make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may 

tremble at thy presence!

L: For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor 

perceived by the ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside thee, 

what he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.

R: Thou meetest him that rejoiceth and worketh righteousness, those 

that remember thee in thy ways:

L: Stir up thy strength, and come and save us.

R: Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and 

we shall be saved. — from Mark 13; Isaiah 64; Psalm 80

Thank you to all who had a part in the generous Thanksgiving pounding 
last week. It will be put to good use. Your kindness is much appreciated! — 
Pastor and Mrs. Owens

A big thank you to Merylin Ellis for doing the beautiful embroidery on the 
offering table cloth! The symbol on the cloth is an ancient monogram of 
Christ. It is composed of the first two letters of the Greek word for Christ: 
XPICTOC (pronounced Christos). It superimposes the “P” (Rho) on the “ X” 
(Chi).The symbol has been in use for more than 1600 years. Early Christians 
used the Chi Rho as a sign of their faith, and Constantine the Great placed it 
on his soldiers’ shields.


