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Jesus the Light of the World

Think of a glorious sunrise or sunset you have seen. No wonder some people 
worshipped the sun as a god. We, who are more “enlightened,” know the 
one, true God is not the sun but the Maker of the sun. However, we associate 
light with God, as did our Jewish ancestors in the faith. Bright clouds, a 
burning bush, and a pillar of fire were signs of God's presence for them. The 
psalmist spoke of God as light: “The LORD is my light and my 
salvation” (Psalm 27:1); and the prophet promised, “The LORD shall be 
your light forever” (Isaiah 60:19). Light stood for the glory of God. 
Prophecies also spoke of the Messiah as light: “Your light has come, the 
glory of the Lord shines upon you” (Isaiah 60:1).  And the prophet Simeon 
hailed the child Jesus as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.”

One ceremony for the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was the lighting of four 
great candelabra in the Court of Women in memory of God's presence. 
While in the Court of Women on this feast, Jesus said, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life” (John 8:12). These words imply that Jesus was God as well as the 
Messiah. Jesus repeated his claim before he cured the blind man (John 9:5).

Light is beautiful and mysterious—like God. It is one but can be separated 
into many colors. [It is believed that] light is made up of particles [and] 
waves. In addition light has many functions that makes it a good symbol for 
Jesus. Light helps us see things. Jesus gives us the truth about God and 
about life, our origin, and our destiny. Light guides us as we travel.  Jesus 
guides us safely through life to our heavenly home. Light promotes growth 
and life.  Jesus brings us everlasting life. Light warms and comforts.  Jesus 
welcomes us and calms us. Light prevents crime. Jesus is goodness itself. 
Light dispels darkness, which stands for evil. Jesus pierces the darkness of 
sin and death and conquers them. All the darkness in the world cannot put 
out one candle flame. Jesus cannot be overcome by evil.

We often think of Jesus as our light. John begins his Gospel with “the true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world” (John 1:9). In 
the Nicene Creed, [Jesus is called] “Light from Light.” ...

A famous poem by Cardinal John Henry Newman begins, “Lead,  kindly 
Light, amid the encircling gloom,/Lead thou me on.” We pray for 
enlightenment to Christ and his Spirit, who came to us in the form of fire on 
Pentecost. Following their lights, we look forward to eternal light in God's 
kingdom where for all God's holy ones, “Night will be no more, nor will 
they need light from lamp or sun, for the Lord God shall give them 
light” (Revelation 22:5).

Light of the world, illumine me! 

© 2019 Loyola Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Jesus -
The Gentiles shall come to 

thy light, and kings to the 

brightness of thy rising.

Isaiah 60:3



Genesis 23:1-24:51
Matthew 8:1-17
Psalm 9:13-20
Proverbs 3:1-6 

Genesis 24:52-26:16
Matthew 8:18-34
Psalm 10:1-15
Proverbs 3:7-8 

Genesis 26:17-27:46
Matthew 9:1-17
Psalm 10:16-18
Proverbs 3:9-10 

Genesis 28:1-29:35
Matthew 9:18-38
Psalm 11:1-7
Proverbs 3:11-12

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading
Sunday       Monday             Tuesday      Wednesday
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Thursday          Friday                       Saturday  Sunday

Genesis 18:16-19:38
Matthew 6:25-7:14
Psalm 8:1-9
Proverbs 2:6-15

Genesis 20:1-22:24
Matthew 7:15-29
Psalm 9:1-12
Proverbs 2:16-22 

Genesis 16:1-18:15
Matthew 6:1-24
Psalm 7:1-17
Proverbs 2:1-5

Genesis 13:5-15:21
Matthew 5:27-48
Psalm 6:1-10
Proverbs 1:29-33

Prayer Requests
• This week we are praying specifically for our sister church in Millville, 

NJ. The pastor is Gary Mills.
• Pray for the pulling down of the strongholds of evil. (II Corinthians 10:4)
• Continue to pray for:

• Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Pam, Byron S.,  
Keith A., Rowan S., and Steven H. 

• Christians in danger all over the world.
• The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with hungry 

hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.
• Missionaries: Nichole Barr, the Blackcalfs, the Billses, B. Fay, the 

Davises, the Himelicks, the Millses, R. Moulton, the D. Shermans, J. 
Sherman, and the T. Shermans.

• Our young people – schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Safety and protection for our Armed Forces.
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make 

righteous choices.
• Pray for these physical need requests:

• David Fellencer, Joyce Walter, Jacob, Pat and Marie Rooney, Charles 
and Thelma Heckman, Elaine Bates, Greg Davis, Paulette Fay, Duane 
and Dorothea Maxey. 

• From Early Woodland: 
• Steve, Edward, Joyce, Jim, Todd, Loren, Renee.

• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization, or would 
like a home visit.

Notes:

Other announcements  
& prayer requests

ALMIGHTY  and everlasting God, Who hast made known the Incarnation of 
Thy Word by the testimony of a glorious star, which, when the wise men beheld, 

they adored Thy Majesty with gifts; grant that the star of Thy Righteousness 
may always appear in our hearts; and that our treasure exist in giving thanks 

to Thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
—Gelasian Sacramentary, A.D. 494

Announcements
• This morning we will be celebrating communion.
• The second offering this morning is for the Building Maintenance Fund.
• January 18-20 - Midwinter Youth Convention at Pineview

Community Church in Albany
• January 18-19 - All Night of Prayer. Our assignment is 2-4 a.m.
• January 20 - Sanctity of Human Life Sunday

Pilgrim Holiness Church, Rt. 145, Middleburgh, New York
Richard W. Owens, Pastor                 Telephone 518-827-5241

www.nyphc.org
www.facebook.com/nyphc 

January 6, 2019
EPIPHANY

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

On the threshold of a new year, we joyfully greet each person present at 
worship. May our love and respect for one another be steady and true 
as we strive to follow Christ our Lord.

Call to Worship 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: 
The light of the world is Jesus.
They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined.
The light of the world is Jesus.
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth, 
That was the true Light, which lighteth every one that cometh 
into the world. 
The Lord is our light and our salvation. 
We shall not be afraid. 
The light of the world is Jesus.


