The Virtue of Having Enemies.
Luke 6:26.   Pray. 

Ordinarily, we would think that if a man were truly righteous, he would have no enemies.  However, that is not true according to the Bible.  Was Jesus a righteous man? Did Jesus have enemies?  Dear Christian, would you really be like your Savior?  To say  a Christian has no enemies is not a complement. It is not a complement because it is saying that he is not Christ like.  It is saying that he has accomplished nothing for the cause of God and Truth.  The world is a hotbed of unbelievers and truth haters.  The more we stand for God and Truth, the more enemies we will have.  Let us consider for a few moments “The Virtue of Having Enemies.”  

The Virtuous Savior had many enemies. 

1. The Godless unbelievers hate the triune God and His word. Jn.15:23-25.
2. The Scribes and Pharisees and leaders of the Jews hated Jesus. Matt.23:13-15.  
3. They were like hounds of hell.  Matt.26:3-4, Mk.3:1-2, Lk.11:53-54, & Jn.8:4-6.   
The Virtuous Old Testament Saints had enemies.

1. Able was hated by Cain.  Gen.4:8.
    
2. Issac was hated by Ishmael.  Gen.21:8-9.
3. Jacob was hated by Esau.  Gen.32:11. 
4. David was hated by Saul.  1Sam.18:11.
5. Elijah was hated by Ahab.  1Kings.21:20. 
6. Mordecai was hated by Haman. Esther 3:5-6.
The Virtuous New Testament Saints had enemies.

1. John the Baptist was hated by Herod the Tetrarch. Matt.14:1-4, 10,
2. Stephen was hated by Saul of Tarsus.  Acts 7:57-59.
3. James and Peter were hated by King Herod.  Acts 12:1-4. 
4. Paul was hated by the Jews after his conversion.  Acts 9:21-24.
The Virtuous Modern Day Saints will also have enemies. 

1. We are hated by Atheists and Evolutionists. Ps.14:1, Jn.1:1- 3. 
2. We are hated by Homosexuals and Fornicators.  1Cor.7:2. 
3. We are hated by Abortionists and other rank sinners.  Ps.106:37-38. 
4. We are hated by Muslims and all unsaved religionists.  1Tim.4:1-3. 
5. We are hated by Arminians and universalists.  Titus 3:5, Eph.3:21.   

Conclusion:  It is a basic rule of nature that all evil doers are the enemies of those who will stand for truth and righteousness.  Scriptures says: 2Tim.3:12-13. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.  The mark of a man of God is that his enemies are always out to destroy him.  They did it with Jesus and if you are a true follower of Christ, they will do it to you too.  That is the good thing about having evil enemies.  Matt.10:24-25. The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his household? AMEN. 

Jn.15:23-25  He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father.  But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 

Matt.23:13-15  But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 

Matt.26:3-4.  Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him. 

Mk.3:1-2  And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was a man there which had a withered hand. And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the sabbath day; that they might accuse him. 

Lk.11:53-54  And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak of many things: Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his mouth, that they might accuse him. 

Jn.8:4-6  They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 
Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 
This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 

Gen.4:8  And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 

Gen.21:8-9.  And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking.  
Gen.32:11  Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the children. 

1Sam.18:11 And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice. 

1Kings.21:20. And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the LORD.  

Esther 3:5-6. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai.    

Matt.14:1-4, 10. At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, And said unto his servants, This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead; and therefore mighty works do shew forth themselves in him. For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him, and put him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife. For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to have her. 10. And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison.

Acts 7:57-59. Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

Acts 12:1-4.  Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. 

Acts 9:21-24.  But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 
Ps.14:1.  The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 

Jn.1:1- 3. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

1Cor.7:2. Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband. 

Ps.106:37-38. Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood. 

1Tim.4:1-3. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 

Titus 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

Eph.3:21. Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

