Thanksgiving

Psalms 107:1-43.  (Pray)

Somebody once said, “Salt is what spoils the potatoes - when it is left out.”  Using the same kind of negative reasoning, we can say thanksgiving is what spoils life - when it is left out.  Our text is a good one I think for this season, for it encourages thanksgiving.  An attitude of gratitude will always enable you to praise God even in times of difficult and unpleasant circumstances.

Thanksgiving Day in America was originally a time to show special gratitude for material blessings.  The early Pilgrims gave thanks for a bountiful harvest of food, for shelter, clothing, and other necessities of life.  The early settlers had very little compared to our standard of living now days but they were very thankful for what they had.  Today, even though we have so much more, I am afraid we show much less gratitude than they did.  Let us be reminded that spiritually speaking, we are all only sinners before God and if we receive anything good from Him, it is only because of the undeserved grace of God.  

One of the very first things that a Christian should be thankful for is salvation.  We understand that salvation is a thing that is far beyond temporal blessings.  If you are not sure about your salvation, let this be the day that you become settled on that question.  The important thing is not what you have in your pocket but what you have in your heart.  Gratitude should not just be a passing incident but a continuing attitude.  There was a cartoon of a family at the Thanksgiving table and the child is asking, “Why aren’t we this thankful every day?”  Consider a few scriptural thoughts on Thanksgiving.

1. Consider the warning of Dt. 8:10-11.  Don’t forget the Lord.

2. Consider what we have to be thankful for in Ps. 68:19.  Do you have Salvation?

3. Consider a good way to magnify the Lord in Ps. 69:30.

4. Consider how are we to come into the presence of the Lord in Ps. 100:1-5, 95:2.

5. Consider what Ps. 92:1-4 says of giving thanks.

6. Consider the New Testament teaching on thanksgiving.
(1) 2Cor. 4:15.

(2) 2Cor. 9:8-12.

(3) Phil. 4:6.

7. Consider that un-thankfulness is one sign of the Last Days.  2Tim. 3:1-3.  

Conclusion:  Surely, we must be living in the very last days.  According to the media, the advertisements and the emails we get, Black Friday is more important than our National Day of Thanksgiving.   Jesus is coming soon.  We have so much to be thankful for but most folks today are so ungrateful, so selfish and so self-centered, it is a shame and a disgrace.  I hope and pray that if you cannot thank God for anything else, that you can thank Him today for saving your sinful soul.  Look to Him now with repentant faith and trust Him, once and for all, as your personal Savior.  Let us pray.  Oh Lord, as we offer thanks to you today, we ask that you give us one more thing for which to be thankful.  Give us a thankful heart.  In Jesus name, we pray.  AMEN.  11-79, 11-05, 11-11. 
