Take Courage

Dt.31:7-8.  Pray.  

I was looking through some old sermon notes again, that I took years ago.  I found a few scribbles written on February 15, 1976.  I was a preacher boy in Clarksville Baptist College at the time and the message was by Pastor Elton Wilson, now in glory.  The title of the message was “Take Courage.”  There were many times back in those days when I needed encouragement.  I am thankful for the great men of God that the Lord has used in my life to teach me the truth and encourage me to keep on keeping on.  One person professed salvation after this sermon.  A parallel passage of scripture Brother Wilson used with the text was Ps.27:14.  Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.  There are many verses of scripture like this.  They are an encouragement to believers as they press on for the Lord.  Take Courage today.  
TAKE COURAGE, LIFE IS NOT THAT BAD. ENJOY IT.

1. God has been gracious to His people. Ex.33:19. 
2. God gives abundance to His people.  Ex.34:6. 

3. God is worthy of praise from His people.  Rev.4:10-11. 
TAKE COURAGE, BE FAITHFUL TO GOD.  DO IT IN ALL THINGS.
1. We can abound to every good work in all things.  2Cor.9:8.
2. We can grow up in Him in all things.  Eph.4:15. 
3. We can be a pattern of good works in all things.  Tit.2:7-8.  

4. We can adorn the doctrine of God in all things.  Tit.2:9-10.  

5. We can give God glory in all things.  1Pet.4:11. 

TAKE COURAGE, BE A WITNESS.  GIVE YOUR TESTIMONY.

1. Be like Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. Jn.1:41. 

2. Be like the woman at the well.  Jn.4:29.

3. Be like Martha, the sister of Lazarus.  Jn.11:27-28. 

4. Be like the blind man.  Jn.9:25.

5. Be like Thomas even with his doubts.  Jn.20:24-29.  
TAKE COURAGE, STAND IN SOUND DOCTRINE.

1. Stand for salvation by sovereign grace.  Rom.9:11-16.

2. Stand for scriptural immersion by heavenly authority.  Jn.1:6, 32-33.
3. Stand for service in a true N.T. church.  1Tim.3:15.
4. Stand for sanctification in Christian living.  1Thess.4:3-4. 
5. Stand for a soon return of Christ.  Matt.24:38-44.
CONCLUSION:  Today is the day of salvation.  There is not reason for the true child of God to be all down in the mouth.  God has been good to us.  We have great and precious promises that the world cannot contain.  Even at their best, the world cannot hold a candle to what God has in store for us that love Him and are saved by His grace.  Take Courage today my friends.  If you are not yet sheltered in the safety of Christ, rejoice in that the doors of grace are still wide open.  Repent and believe the gospel.  Trust Christ as your only hope of salvation and come for biblical immersion by one of His churches.  AMEN.  5-13.  
