Staying in shape for Service
Eph.2:10.  Pray.

When it comes to the subject of faith and religion, the topic of good works often comes up.  Although as Christians we know that we are not saved by our good works, the Bible teaches that good works are important and all those that are truly saved shall have good works because that is how God has ordained it.  That is how we serve God.  When it comes to good works, as a Christian, like everything else, this is something that we must be equipped for and prepared for.  So, let us think for a few moments about “Staying in shape for Service”.  First we will consider 3 reasons for good works in you life as a believer and second we will consider 3 examples of how to be properly prepared.
I. THREE REASONS FOR GOOD WORKS IN YOUR LIFE.

1. It is God’s purpose.

A. Eph.2:8-10.

B. Rom.12:1-2.

C. 1Cor.15:57-58.

2. We are accountable to God.

A. Rom.14:10-12.

B. 2Cor.5:9-10.

C. Rev.22:12.

3. God recognizes good works.

A. John 12:26.

B. Heb.6:10.

C. 1Cor.3:8.

D. Eph.6:8.

So, we see that serving God as a believer with good works is important.  

NOW, consider how to stay in shape for service.

II. THREE EXAMPLES OF HOW TO BE PROPERLY PREPARED.

1. Luke 10:38-42.

A. To Martha, doing for Jesus was all important. V.40. she was too busy, too anxious, and too distracted.

B. To Mary, receiving from Him was the priority. V.39. sat & heard. 
C. To Jesus, Mary had chosen the good part.

2. Revelation 2:1-5. 

A. Notice the positive feedback on their work.  V.2-3.
B. Notice also the expression of concern. V.4.

C. Notice finally the admonition to repent.  V.5. 
3. John 21:15-17.

A.  Here again Jesus emphasizes three times that Love for Him is the prerequisite for true service and genuine good works.  If you love me, feed my lambs and feed my sheep.  
CONCLUSION:  1Jn.4:19. We love him, because he first loved us. You cannot really serve God properly with good works unless first of all you have been saved by His grace.  Has the Love of God been shed abroad in your heart?  If so come and tell us about it.  As a born again believer, come for baptism and membership in one of His true congregations. Sit at His feet and serve Him in His congregation.  AMEN. 3/94, 12/10.  
