Seven Marks of a Spirit Filled Christian
Eph.5:18.  (Pray)

Being filled with the Spirit is something every believer should desire.  But, what does it mean to be filled with the Spirit?  Many different ideas are given for this.  The traditional Roman Catholic view is that you are filled with the spirit when you receive your first communion.  Then there is the ecumenical universal church idea with its Charismatic Movement that says being filled with the spirit is when you talk in ecstatic utterances of some sort.  Some say it happens when you are baptized in the name of Jesus only and others say you must have hands laid on you.  No doubt there are many other ideas on what this means, but what saith the scriptures?  Our text instructs us to be filled with the Spirit, so let us consider the context of this verse for scriptural evidences of being filled with the Spirit.  Consider “Seven Marks of a Spirit Filled Christian.”  
I. IT IS FOLLOWING GOD. Eph.5:1
1. Not a church.  They change their rules (fish on Friday).

2. Not a man.  Pope, Jim Jones, Jerry Falwell, others.

3. Gods word.  The 66 books of the received text. Ps.119:11, 33-40.

II. IT IS WALKING IN LOVE.  Eph.5:2
1. Godly love – not worldly lust.  1Jn.5:3-5, Jn.14:15, 21-24.

2. Sacrificial love – unselfish & giving.  Jn.3:16, 15:12-14.

3. Brotherly love – 1Jn.4:7-10 & 19, 1Cor.13.
III. IT IS SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD.  Eph.5:3-12
1. Sexually pure.  One mate for life. No pre-marital or extra-marital..

2. Unmaterialistic.  God, congregation and brethren are always 1st.  

3. Good, Right, and True.  Eph.5:9.
IV. IT IS WISE STEWARDSHIP.  Eph.5:15-17
1. Not foolish with Time, Talents, and Tithes and offerings.

2. Wise in understanding Gods word.  2Tim.2:15-16.

V. IT IS BEING JOYFUL.  Eph.5:19
1. With spiritual songs in word and in melody.  Your music identifies you. 

2. In your heart.  Being vocal isn’t always needed. 
VI. IT IS BEING THANKFUL.  Eph.5:20
1. In Prayer.  1Thess.1:2, 2Thess.2:13-14.

2. In word of testimony.  You are not lucky, God has blessed you!

VII. IT IS BEING HUMBLE.  Eph.5:21
1. Christ 1st, Brethren 2nd, Lost 3rd, Self last.

2. Phil.2:3, Rom.12:16.  

CONCLUSION:  First, be saved.  Salvation gives you all of the Holy Spirit you will ever get.  Be emptied of self and obedient to the word.  Jn.14:26, He guides into all truth.  Rom.8:1, 8-9, 12-14.  AMEN.  2-84, 11-86SoPk, 8-97, 6-04W.Milton, 8-11.  
