Mortification
Rom.8:5-14,  Pray.  V.13. 

We hear very little preaching on the doctrine of mortification but the Bible teaches it and declares it to be the solemn duty of all who claim Christ.  There are two things the people of God always need.  They need faithful warnings and gracious encouragement.  I believe we find them both in v.13 of our text.  We want to study v.13 today and watch for danger signs that God gives to His people as they sojourn this weary land.  Notice the two “if – then” prospects in the verse and the contrast of the end of each of them, if followed.  We have five things to ponder in this message but first let us clarify some terms.  The Flesh is used in scripture in various ways but here in our text it signifies that corrupt and depraved nature we are born with as result of the fall in the Garden of Eden.  It is the old man.  It was not in man originally.  Gen.1:31.  However, it came upon us by the sin of one man.  Rom.5:12.   There is a difference between being “in the flesh” and “living after the flesh.”  The one is the state of being unsaved.  Rom.7:5, 8:8-9.  The other is the outward action of the old nature.  The unsaved do this naturally.  The saved man however, although he is not “in the flesh”, as to his standing before God, still has the old nature with which to contend.  Gal.5:17, Rom.6:12.  We live the Christian life in the Spirit and must mortify the old flesh (treat and consider it dead).  That is the doctrine of mortification.  Now - let us notice 5 things. 
THE YE OF THE TEXT.  

1. Paul is writing to saved people.  Rom.8:1 not condemned, v.2 made free, v.9-11. not in the flesh.  V.12 Therefore brethren.   
2. False professors are described in 13a and true confessors are described in 13b.

THE WARNING OF THE TEXT.

1. Do not comply with the demands of your old nature but subdue them. 

2. Gal.3:1-7.
THE DUTY OF THE TEXT.

1. Serve God in the Spirit.  Rom.8:14. Be indebted not to the old man but to the new inner man.  V.4-6, 12.  
THE HELPER OF THE TEXT.

1. Serve in the Spirit.  Rom.8:11, YOU do it, but not in your own strength. If YE “through the Spirit” do mortify the deeds of the body, YE shall live. V.12-13. 
THE END OF THE TEXT.


1.  Ye shall live.  Rom.8:13, Gal.6:8. 
CONCLUSION:  The Bible often tells the story of the sovereign grace of God right along side of the duty of man and human responsibility.  In Justification, only God can justify.  At the same time, it is also by faith and we must believe.  In sanctification, it is the same way.  Only God can make holy but we are also to grow holier day by day.  How do we do that?  It can only be done in the Spirit as we crucify the flesh and live by grace through faith in Christ and Him alone.  Gal. 2:20.  AMEN.  7-81,7-85,1-99,7-13.    
