Judging Jonah (1 of 8)

The Man and the Book

Jonah 1:1-2.  Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. KJV.  

We recently finished a series of lessons on “Judging Jude.”  In our judgment, Jude openly judged the apostates in his day and ours.  The true prophets and preachers of God’s word are often seen pronouncing judgments upon the God haters of this world.  Jonah was no different, as we will see in this new series of lessons.  We begin with the man and the book.  We will be using thoughts from Henry Morris’s book on the Journey of Jonah.   

JONAH THE MAN.  Jonah 1:1 (the son of Amittai)

1. Jonah was a real man, not a fictional character in a parable.  Modern “scholars” spiritualize the story as a non-historical allegory.  We reject that.  A little booklet by G. Ch. Aalders published in 1948 refutes all the best arguments against our position.  A PDF copy is available online. 

2. Jonah was real according to Jesus.  Matt. 12:39-41.  

3. Jonah (Dove) was the real son of Amittai (truthful) from the town of Gath-hepher (winepress of the pit) in the region of Zebulun. 2 Kings 14:25. Josh.19:10-13. 

4. Jonah was a real true prophet of God.  2 Kings 14:25.  This came true in the reign of Jeraboam II who reigned around 793 to 753 B.C.  

5. Jonah was a real contemporary with Hosea, Amos, Hos.1:1, Amos 1:1. 

JONAH THE BOOK.  Jonah 1:1 (the word of the LORD came unto Jonah)

1. Jonah is an inspired book.  2Tim.3:16-17.

2. Jonah is a historically accurate book.  The fish story has been ridiculed for 27 centuries by unbelievers.  The same is true about the mass conversion of sinners in Nineveh.  No evidence exists to confirm either event.  However, when Christ referred to it, He gave no hint that it was not true.  Titus 1:2.

3. Jonah is a prophetical book.  Matt.16:4.  Christ’s enemies were wrong in Jn.7:52 because Jonah was a prophet and came from a town of Gath-hepher in the region of Old Testament Zebulun about 2 miles away from Nazareth in New Testament Galilee. 2 Kings 14:25.  

4. Jonah is a supernatural book of miracles.  The unbelieving world scoffs at the supernatural but the Bible is full of stories of the supernatural.  The miracles of the Bible are not given to be rationalized away with scientific rhetoric.  Biblical miracles are given to be taken by faith.  Heb 11:1-3. 

CONCLUSION:  Jonah was a real man and prophet of God.  His book is one of the 66 books of the canon of God’s word.  If you cannot believe Jonah, you do not believe God and you are unsaved.  Take sides with Christ.  Repent and believe the Gospel.  THAT is what the sign of Jonah is all about.  1Cor.15:1-4.  Matt.12:40.  AMEN.   

