Good Advice for Godly Servants
1Timothy 6:1.  Pray.

There are many words of good advice in this chapter for the Godly Servant.  The title for the message today is “Good Advice for Godly Servants”.  Rather than making a “onsie twosie threesie” kind of sermon today, let us simply read through the chapter in an expository way, verse by verse, trusting that as we do, God would speak to our hearts as only He can do and reveal to us individually what He knows we need most.

v.1.
We need to show respect for our employers.  Why?  We should do this not necessarily for their sake but that we don’t blaspheme Gods name and His Doctrine.  It is very important as a believer that we represent our God and our Saviour in a biblical manner.  For the believer, there is almost always a nobler principle for living like we do. (1Thess.2:13) 
v.2.
Showing the boss honor is especially appropriate for the Godly Servant if his boss is a believer also.  Usually that is not so for we live in a sinful world but doing that which is right according to the word of God is always best.  You can not only witness with your words but also with your walk and the way you behave yourself in any situation. Some times the best way to teach and encourage is by your living example. (Eph.6:5-10) 
v.3-5.
These three verses are one sentence and they are very wholesome words, not because of the preacher preaching them but because they are the words of God.  (Tit.2:1-15) The teaching of God’s word is always doctrine according to Godliness.  Be on guard against any that comes along teaching that which is contrary to scripture. Those that do so are ignorant and egotistical and have a morbid desire for difficulties.  Their strife results in envy, quarrels, suspicions and slander all around them.  These are the things that occupy the corrupt minds of those that are destitute of the truth.  Don’t fraternize with them.  You are only asking for trouble if you do.  
v.6.
What a wonderful text this is.  I wish that I could wax eloquent with it but I pray that God would take it home to all of our hearts.  Oh that we all could be content with godliness in our lives, no matter what the circumstances are, in which we find ourselves. (Phil.4:11) 
v.7.
This is sometimes quoted at funeral services but it is certainly true speaking financially, we all enter and exit this life the same way.  However, spiritually speaking, we all enter life totally depraved but by the grace of God, we can leave this life as joint heirs with Christ.  Having salvation in Christ is more important than anything else in this world.  Make your calling and election sure.  (Acts 16:25-31)
v.8.
Our carnal nature longs to have us cater to the desires of the flesh.  The world around us has so many unspiritual things that entice us to make them a priority in life and on top of all that, our spiritual enemy the Devil also seeks to deceive us into the sins of self centered satisfaction.  (Matt.26:41) The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.  

Do you think you could ever be satisfied with only the very necessities of life?  Make a list of the things you consider essentials in life and see if it is more than the two things listed in this verse.  
v.9.
Greed is a deceitful thing.  It will raise lusts in you before you realize they are there.  Many a life has been ruined this way.  (Matt.13:22)
v.10.
The love of money has led many astray, even among those that believe.  When you start to put financial things before spiritual things, you will bring pain into your life. (Mk.10:23-27)
v.11.
As believers, we ought to run away from that kind of thing in our life.  There are six things listed in this verse that we should rather be chasing after.  They are: being right with God in all things according to His word, living like Christ lived, trusting His word in all things, having the heart of God in all things, being steadfast, and having humility.  (Rom.9:22-24) 
v.12.
The Apostle Paul fought a good fight and he urged Timothy to do so too.  That ought to be our desire also.  If we have been called unto salvation it is because of God’s sovereign elective love in Christ from before the foundation of the world but at the same time we are instructed in the Bible to “lay hold on eternal life”.  If you possess Christ, it is your responsibility to profess Him.  We should long to have many that can testify that we made a good profession of the Lord Jesus Christ in our life.  (Matt.10:22) 
v.13-16.  We, as Timothy, are charged with keeping the Perfect Law of Liberty (James 1:25) even unto the immanent return of Christ. (Matt.25:13)  When Jesus takes His place on the throne of David in Jerusalem (Matt.19:28) He will establish forever who He is without any questions from anyone.  So be it.  
v.17-19.  Being rich is not evil but there is a danger in trusting riches too much.  Only God is really worth trusting.  If you have any wealth, you should use it for God’s service. Jesus taught that wherever your treasure is there is where your heart will be also. (Matt.6:21) When we help the poor and give in support of the ministry we are storing up treasure in heaven.  That is a way of showing that you have heaven as your possession.  

v.20-21.  The final admonition here is to keep the faith.  (Jude 1:3) The best way to do that is to have a positive ministry by avoiding vain babblings like that of the Papal Universalists and all the harlot daughters of Babylon including the neo-Pentecostals.  It is good also to avoid the profane teachers of science falsely so called like the atheistic doctrines of evolution and so on.  Some that have gone that way have missed the main point.  Salvation is by the sovereign grace of the Creator God and after salvation comes service in the Lord’s local New Testament congregation according to the New Testament pattern and landmarks.  
Conclusion:  I trust that as a believer you have received good Godly advice in this study and if you have never had the eternal destiny of you immortal soul settled, that now would be the time for you to acknowledge your need of a saviour and repent of your sins and by faith believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as your very own personal Saviour. AMEN 9/81, 4/89, 12/10.  
