GOD IS WITH THEE
Joshua 1:9. PRAY.

There are many, many verses in the Bible that are precious promises and words of encouragement for the people of God who find themselves in the midst of trials.  Let us face the facts.  Life is not always a bowl of cherries - even after salvation by God’s grace.  Yes, the grace of God is wonderful indeed and we would not trade our salvation in Christ for anything in this world.  However, it does not take very long at all after our salvation experience until we learn that we still have trials in our life.  Nevertheless, we have one great consolation in all the trials that come our way.  God has spoken in His word and He assures us that His word is true.  God is with thee.  For the elect of God, this is a Biblical and eternal reality.  It was true in the Garden of Eden.  It was true in the great flood.  It was true in the lives of the patriarchs in the Old Testament.  It was true for the members of the first century New Testament Congregations of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Beloved, if you are truly saved by the sovereign grace of God, it is still true for you today.  Consider five points as we remember God is with thee.
GOD IS WITH THEE BY COMMAND.  (Have not I commanded thee?)
1. Remember WHO has taken command in your life.  He spoke time space and matter into existence from nothing by the power of His word. Gen.1:1. Jn.1:1-3.  He holds everything together by His mighty power. Col.1:16-17.  The word of His command shall not fail.  Isa.55:10-11.
GOD IS WITH THEE IN STRENGTH & COURAGE.  (Be strong and of good courage)
1. Remember to stand strong and be brave.  Four times Joshua was told to be strong in Joshua chapter one. Josh.1:6. V.7. V.9 & V.18.  God would have His people to be strong and courageous. Dt.31:6.  Ps.31:24. 
GOD IS WITH THEE, BE NOT AFRAID OR DISMAYED.  (Be not afraid…)
1. Remember how perfect love casts away fear. 1Jn.4:18-21. A. We are a fearful people but God is faithful. Gen.15:1. Dt.31:8. Isa.35:4. B.  The word dismayed is from the Hebrew khaw-thath’ Strong’s #2865, and it means to be cast down and discouraged.  It Brings you down literally by terror of violence or figuratively by psychological intimidation. When we walk by faith, we shall not be dismayed.  1Cor.15:57-58. 1Jn.5:4. 
GOD IS WITH THEE AS LORD.  (For the LORD thy God is with thee)
1. Remember the Lordship of Christ.  The all capital LORD of the Old Testament is the covenant keeping Jehovah of the Bible.  He is the Christ of the New Testament.  Ps 102:25-27; Heb 1:10-12; 13:8.
GOD IS WITH THEE WHEREEVER YOU GO.  (Whithersoever thou goest)
1. Remember the omnipresence of God.  Ps.139:7-10, Isa.41:10,  Jer.23:23-24, Matt.6:3-4, 6, 18:20, 28:20, Jn.3:13, Heb.13:5. 
CONCLUSION:  So, it is settled.  God is with thee. 
Praise God, Hallelujah!  That is of course, based on the premise that He has spoken to you in His commanding voice by effectual grace and brought you to Him in salvation.  Would you stand up today and declare your faith in Him?  Would you present yourself as a believer to His congregation for biblical immersion? Have courage.  Fear not.  He who cannot lie has promised, He will always be with you whithersoever thou goest.  AMEN.  
