Getting Real for Christ

James 1:27.  (Pray)

James is one of the earliest books of the N.T.  It gets down to the nitty-gritty of living for Christ.  This is what Jesus was all about & it is what blasted the cause of Christ into the then known world after His ascension.  In modern times, we have a noisy superficial culture full of excitement and hype but the basic need of sinners is still the same.  People don’t need hype, they need authentic Christianity.  If you are a true believer, I call on you now to be an exemplary model of true Christianity.  That means you must practice what you say you believe.  True Christianity is intensely practical.  We can talk about lofty ideals like, “Giving God Glory”, “Doing God’s Will”, and “Standing for the Truth”, all we want to but it means nothing to our lost friends and neighbors.  James gives us three things in our text that makes our testimony real.  
VISIT THE FATHERLESS.  James 1:27.  This isn’t just kids in an orphanage.  How many have lost their dad?  Look around.  There are plenty of fatherless that you can visit.  Not only that, think of those that are not in God’s family yet and need a heavenly Father. 
1. Pharisees faked it.  LK.11:39-44. It was only an outward show for them.
2. Jesus was real about it.  Matt.11:4-6.  Christ only did good for others.
MINISTER TO THE WIDOWS IN AFFLICTION.  James 1:27.  Look for those that are in desperate need and do what you can do to help.  Be Spirit lead and use wisdom.  Many are grieving and need more than your kind words.  Find a way to help and do it. Most importantly, tend to the spiritual needs of those in need of salvation.
1.  Pharisees faked it.  Matt.15:4-9.  They always worked an angle.

2.    Jesus was real about it.  LK.7:12-15.  Christ always blesses abundantly.
KEEP OURSELVES PURE.  James 1:27.  This is one of the things about serving Christ that is often scoffed at by a lost and dying world.  Do not listen to the enemy.  Say “NO” to the world, the flesh and the Devil.  Counsel from these enemies of your soul is to be spiritually and carnally anti-Christ.  
1. Pharisees faked it.  Matt.23:27-28.  True purity comes from within. 

2. Jesus was real about it.  1Jn.3:2-5.  Christ is the sinless Son of God.  
CONCLUSION:  
Getting real for Christ is not about being hip, cool, fun or crazy.  It is just being real in your walk with the Lord.  People can hear volumes of biblical preaching and teaching and not do a single thing.  Then, they can see YOU living and practicing a Christ like trait and it clicks.  In an instant, the Holy Spirit can take your Christian walk and turn hours of Bible teaching into reality for someone.  The Apostle Paul did not just tell people what to do.  He said follow me as I follow Christ.  1Cor.11:1.  AMEN.  
