Fighting the Good Fight
2Tim.4:7-8.  PRAY. 

The Apostle Paul wrote our text at the end of his life.  Soon, the executioner would come to his cell, take him out to the chopping block, and cut off his head.  His final words are words of victory.  He wrote these words to a young preacher named Timothy.  This is the second letter to Timothy we have preserved in the canon of God’s word.  Paul encouraged Timothy in his first letter 1Tim.6:12, to fight a good fight of faith and to have a good grip on salvation by the sovereign grace of God in his witnessing.  Today we will consider Fighting the Good Fight for a few minutes.  We are in a spiritual warfare and our fight is a fight of faith.  Paul tells us how God equips us for this war in Eph.6:10-20.  For the sake of brevity, we will only look briefly at three points.  V.13. It is time for the true people of God to take a stand in this wicked old world.  
STAND AGAINST DOUBT AND DISBELIEF.

1. Doubt is the opposite of faith.  All the sophisticated atheists, agnostics, infidels and pagans of the secular and religious world have no biblical faith. Stand against the false teachings of all these unbelievers. Heb.11:6.
A. Stand against the denial of God’s reality.  Ps.90:2.
B. Stand against the denial of God’s inerrant revelation.  Gen.28:10-16.
C. Stand against the denial of God’s veracity.  Titus 1:1-2. 

STAND AGAINST DISCOURAGEMENT AND DEPRESSION.

1. Discouragement is the opposite of hope.  All those without Christ have no hope.  Even the saved can remember when they were in that condition. Eph.2:12. 


A.  Stand against the denial of Christ as the God man.  Col.2:6-9. 
B.  Stand against the denial of Christ as the only way of salvation. Jn.14:6, Acts 4:12, 1Jn.5:10-13.
C.  Stand against the denial of Christ’s Congregation.  Matt.16:18, Lk.6: 12-20. 1Cor.12:27-31. Matt.28:16-20. 
STAND AGAINST DEPRAVITY AND THE DEVIL.

1. Depravity is the opposite of the holy love of God and the Devil is the archenemy of God.  God SO loved us that He gave His Son to be our Savior.  Christ’s congregation is to serve God in a more excellent way described in 1Cor.13:1-13.  
A. Stand against the denial of the biblical faith.  Eph.2:8-10. 5:1-20.
B. Stand against the denial of the biblical family.  Eph.5:21-33, 6:1-4.
C. Stand against the denial of the biblical freedom. Gal.5:1, 13.
CONCLUSION:  There are doubtless many more things we might ponder when it comes to our Fighting the Good Fight.  Let me say in closing that you cannot fight the good fight unless you are on God’s side.  Make no mistake.  You ARE in the battle.  However,  which side are you on?  If someone accused you of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you of it?  Come today and profess faith in Christ.  Submit to His congregation for biblical immersion and put on the uniform with us.  Come now. AMEN.  
