Christian Suffering and God's Grace

Romans 8:18 and 28.

Some say the Christian life is a bowl of cherries.  That is not always true.  Christians hurt too, just like everyone else, but we do have something the unbelievers don't have in times of sorrow.  We have the assurance that our God is still in control and He does all things well.  There may be times when God will use suffering to teach things that we cannot learn any other way.  No matter what the case may be, it is always best for the child of God to remember and acknowledge that God is sovereign.  The love of God for His people is an eternal love.    That is an everlasting comfort to the redeemed.  Seeing that, we can notice six ways that God might use suffering for our good in the end.

I. God can use suffering to give conviction.


1.  God uses suffering to warn us of the consequences of sin.               


2.  1Cor. 11:28-31.

II. God can use suffering to give conformity.  


1.  God uses suffering to conform us to the image of Christ.


2.  1Pet.4:12-16, Rom.12:1-2.

III. God can use suffering to give commitment.


1.  God uses suffering to develop perseverance in our spiritual lives.


2.  Rom.5:1-5.

IV. God can use suffering to give compassion.


1.  God uses suffering to help us identify with others.


2.  2Cor.1:3-5.

V. God can use suffering to give consecrated strength.

1.  God uses suffering to strengthen the weak. 


2.  2Cor.1:6-7.

VI. God can use suffering to give creative soul winning.


1.  God uses suffering to show the LOST that His grace is real.  


2.  2Cor.4:8-12, 6:1-10.

Conclusion:  There may be a wide variety of reasons why a Christian might have to endure a time of suffering.  This message has not really been concerned about the reason for suffering. When it comes to suffering one of the first questions we usually ask is WHY.    I want to encourage you to ask a different question.    Instead of wondering why me, and throwing a pity party for ourselves, let us ask ourselves WHAT is it - that God wants me to learn from this.  Contemplate - HOW can I come out of this a better person and HOW can I be a better witness for the cause of God and Truth in Christ.  AMEN.

