Judging Job and his Friends. Ch. 18-19.
Bildad’s second speech. 

Job 18:1-2.  Pray.

Bildad starts his 2nd speech just like his 1st.  “How long?” V.2.  Instead of comforting Job, he acts as if Job was trying their patience.  He said if you tell us when you are going to shut up then we would speak.  He seemed oblivious to the fact that they all sounded like a broken record.  They all kept saying the same old thing. 1. God is just. 2.  God punishes the wicked and blesses the righteous.  3. Since Job is suffering, he must be wicked.  4.  If Job would repent, God would bless him again.  Bildad had a stronger weapon this time.  It was the weapon of fear.  Fear is a normal human emotion.  Matt.10:28.  However, Bildad made two mistakes.  He preached of the terror of hell to the wrong man (Job was already saved) and he preached with the wrong motive (Bildad showed no love.)   Notice 2 things in this message. 
THE TERRORS OF DEATH.  Job 18:5-21.  Four vivid pictures of the death of the wicked.
1. The light put out. Job 18:5-6. Light is associated with life. Jn.1:3-4. The image here is of the lamp in a tent suddenly going out and everything becomes dark. That is like death coming suddenly to the tabernacle of our body. 
2. The fugitive trapped. Job 18:7-10.  Bildad used 6 words to describe the dangers people face as they try to avoid the darkness of death. There is no escape. 
A. A Net. Spread across the path to catch you.

B. A Snare. Branches over a deep pit to catch you.

C. A Trap. (Gin or snare) to snag you.

D. A Robber.  Another pitfall to catch you.

E. A Snare.  A noose hidden and waiting for you.

F. A Trap.  Any device in general used to catch you as a prey.  

3. The criminal pursued.  Job 18:11-15.  Death is a relentless bloodhound of terror always on the hunt until he gets you.  The end of the wicked is fire and brimstone forever.  
4. The tree uprooted.  Job 18:16-21.  Sometimes death is not as fast as a sudden arrest.  Roots dry up and branches drop off until the tree is gone forever.  The death of a tree illustrates the extinction of a family.  In Bible times, this was a great tragedy. 
THE TRIALS OF LIFE.  Job 19:1-29.  Job was not afraid of death.  His problem was the trials of life and his three friends did not seem to care about his pain and trouble.  
1. Job addresses the Insults.  Bildad started his speech with “How long?”  Job asks, “How long will you vex me?”  You have raked me over the coals ten times over.  Job maintains his integrity by saying, “Even if I had erred (sinned unintentionally) that is between me and God.”  
2. Job gives some Illustrations.  Bildad gave som pictures of Death.  Job gives some of the trials of life.

A. His life was like a trapped animal. Job 19:6.

B. His life was like a criminal in court. Job 19:7.

C. His life was like a pilgrim fenced in. Job 19:8.
D. His life was like a King dethroned. Job 19:9.

E. His life was like a thing destroyed.  Job 19:10.  

F. His life was like a tree uprooted.  Job 19:10.

G. His life was like a besieged city.  Job 19:11-12.

3. Job speaks of Isolation.  Job 19:13-22.  His suffering separated him from everyone.  They did not feel his pain.  He was bankrupt, ill and repulsive to look at.  He was like as a leper.  He was perceived to be a guilty sinner, so why be associated with him.  This was what his life turned out to be.  Sad. 

4. Job gives his Insight.  Job 19:23-29.  Bildad had warned that Job would perish as a wicked man but Job said if I die before this case is cleared up, let my words remain forever.  Then he uttered one of his statements of profound faith.  V.25.    
CONCLUSION:  Job had earlier talked about his need for an umpire Job 9:33-34, and an advocate in heaven Job 16:19.  In this chapter he speaks of his kinsman redeemer.  Boaz was the kinsman redeemer for Ruth.  Jesus is the kinsman redeemer by faith for all true believers.  We know by the grace of God that all our trials of life shall someday be made right and we will be alive in Christ to see it.  AMEN.         
