Judging James Chapter Five

The Believer and Resources

James 5:1.   Pray.

When we began our study of Judging James, we considered first of all the date of the book, it’s writer, it’s audience and it’s theme.  It is one of the earliest books to be written in the New Testament, James the brother of our Lord is the author, it’s audience is the Jewish believers of the first century of Christianity and all other true believers.  The theme of the book is faith without works is dead.  James demands that if you claim to be a true believer, then show it by your good works. James makes us face reality.  Trials will come but they can be overcome.  Transient riches fade.  Temptation to sin is not from God.  The requirements of true faith are more than mere doctrine because faith without works is dead.  Some of the most practical teaching in James is on how to rule our tongue.  Last time we saw how the believer’s relationship with Deity, Disciples and Depraved sinners depends a lot, on how we control our lust and our pride.  In our last lesson on Judging James, we will see some resources for believers as we endeavor to show our faith by our works.  There are three.
The Resource of Patience.  James 5:1-11.  
1. Patience is not a virtue of the worldly rich.  James 5:1-6.
A.  The unsaved worldly rich have a miserable future. V.1.
B.  The unsaved worldly rich trust in corrupted, motheaten, cankered and rusted treasures of no value in the last days. V.2-3.

C.  The unsaved worldly rich have ill-gotten temporary gain that shall testify against them in the end and shall not endure.  V.4-6. 
2.   Patience is a virtue of true believers.  James 5:7-11.  
      A.  Believers endure unto the end. V.7.  

      B.  Believers endure like farmers work and wait for the harvest. V.7. 

      C.  Believers endure with steadfast hearts.  V.8.   


      D.  Believers endure with Christ like attitudes.  V.9. 

      E.  Believers endure like the Prophets of old.  V.10.  

      F.  Believers endure with happiness.  V.11. 
The Resource of Prayer.  James 5:12-18.
1. Prayer is better than swearing on a stack of Bibles. V.12.
2. Prayer helps when we are afflicted.  V.13. 

3. Prayer helps when we are sick.  V.14. 

4. Prayer helps when we have fallen in sin.  V.15. 

5. Prayer helps when we are faithful to pray for one another. V.16.
6. Prayer has a great history of success.  V.17-18.  
The Resource of Preaching.  James 5:19-20. 
1. Preaching helps brethren from erring from the truth. V.19.
2. Preaching helps win brethren back to the truth with conviction. V.19.

3. Preaching helps save lives both spiritually and literally. V.20. 

4. Preaching helps curb our natural bent toward sin. V.20.  
Conclusion:  The book of James is one of the most practical books in the New Testament.  As we Judge James, we see his judgment is righteous.  He tells it like it is and he demands that we as believers practice what we preach.  These three final resources are the best of tools for showing our faith by our works. Be patient and endure in prayer and in the preaching of the word of God.  AMEN.  
