Judging James Chapter Three
The Believer and Ruling the Tongue
James 3:1-2.   Pray. 

So far, in this series, we have studied The Believer and Reality and The Believer and Requirements.  As we continue our study of Judging James, we see in the third chapter where we must deal with The Believer and Ruling the Tongue.  The brother of our Lord has some rather judgmental things to say about how we as Christians use our big mouths.  We will study this chapter in three points.  
Don’t Desire to Be the Teacher.   James 3:1-2.
1. James writes as a brother in Christ. V.1. My brethren. It is important that those who would be Bible teachers be brothers in Christ first.  
2. James cautions against taking teaching positions.  V.1. Masters. Other brethren know more than you do on certain subjects.  Be willing to serve but think not to set yourself up as the one who knows it all. 
3. James warns that we (teachers) have more to answer for in judgment. V.1. 

4. James reminds us that we all stumble more often than we like. V.2. 
5. James says it takes a mature man to not error verbally. V.2. 

6. James observes that controlling yourself verbally will give you control of every area of your life.  V.2.  
Don’t Underestimate the Tongue.  James 3:3-10.
1. It is like a bit in the horse’s mouth. V.3.
2. It is like the helm of a great ship. V.4. 

3. It is like a spark that starts a great fire. V.5.

4. It is a destructive fire of iniquity setting the course for hell. V.6.

5. It is a deadly untamable poison unlike any other thing.  V.7-8. 

6. It is an inconsistent, hypocritical and inappropriate member. V.9-10.
Decipher the Good and Evil of the Tongue.  James 3:11-18.
1. It is not like a fountain.  V.11.  Fountains do not give sweetness and bitterness from the same source like the tongue.  

2. It is not like fig trees or olive vines.  V.12. You always know what their fruit will be.  Not so with the tongue.  

3. It is used by the wise to show a good life with meekness & wisdom. V.13.

4. It is used to perjure the truth by the wicked in heart that are filled with bitterness, envy and strife.  V14.
5. It promotes confusion and every evil work when driven by envy and strife rather than heavenly wisdom.  V.15-16. 
6. It promotes the fruit of righteousness when driven by heavenly wisdom.  This brings a purity of peaceful gentleness and benevolent evidences of approachability with no prejudice or hypocrisy. V.17-18.  
Conclusion:  Our tongue is one member of our body that constantly needs to be kept under control.  We can indeed say kind and helpful things with our tongue.  We can even tell the good news of the gospel but due to our depravity, we often mess things up in our lives by it’s unbridled use.  Lord willing next time we will consider The Believer and Relationships.  AMEN.
