Judging James Chapter Two.
 The Believer and Requirements.
James 2:1.   Pray.

Last time we learned about the Believer and Reality.  This time we will continue to learn about the Believer and Requirements.  In Judging James, we see that this book is one of the most practical books in the New Testament and the writer gets right down to the very nitty-gritty of true Christianity and serving faith after the salvation experience.  He begins this chapter with a command to refrain from discrimination concerning those we deal with about the faith of Christ.  We notice two main points in chapter two.

Faith is more than Doctrine.  James 2:1-13.
1. The Requirement is for Brethren. V.1. The Bible is a book for God’s people.  
2. The Requirement is about the Doctrine of Christ and His deity (Lord of Glory) and the fact that all stand before Him as equals.  V.1.  
3. The Requirement is that we do not show favoritism to some that, according to our depraved heart, appear better off than others do financially.  V.2-4. 

4. The Requirement is to listen to the voice of God in your dealings with man and not your human thinking.  V.5-7.  

5. The Requirement is to fulfill the Royal Law.  V.8-9.  The Royal Law is the Law of Christ summed up in true Christian love. 1Pet.1:22-23, 2John 5-6, John 13:34-35.
6. The Requirement is to keep the whole law.  V.10-13.  If God gives you a 10 point standard to follow and you follow 9 points of it, you fail to meet the standard.  The Law of Christ demands that you not only keep the standard outwardly but you must do it with the right heart attitude.  The Law of Liberty is NOT a loophole to get around God’s Standard.  We are free in Christ to live for God and show love in a way we never could before.  We never had that liberty until God saved us by His grace.  
Faith without works is Dead.  James 2:14-26.
1. The Requirement is to have more than a “say-so” faith.  V.14. We must not think sinners are saved simply because they say they are.  Many today claim to be Christians while they wallow in the slime of sin.  Jesus said you judge a tree by the fruit it bears, talking about people.  Matt.7:16-20.

2. The Requirement is to actually do good deeds and not just speak in favor of them.  V.15-18. 
3. The Requirement is to have a better faith than devils. V.19-20.

4. The Requirement is to have a faith like Abraham.     V.21-24.  

5. The Requirement is to have a faith like Rahab.  V.25-26.   
Conclusion:  God sees things differently than we do.  God looks on the heart.  Man cannot see the spiritual things that God sees.  Man only sees the outward evidence of things.  It is true that man can give false evidence of faith but true faith does indeed have evidences none-the-less.  Matt.7:21-23.  Look for evidences like those in the beatitudes.  Matt.5:3-10.  AMEN.  
