Faith Promotes Humility
1Cor.4:7.  (Pray)

The natural man is always ready to put “self” first.  This is true in the good times and in the bad times.  That is why when things don’t go right for us we murmur and complain or make excuses for ourselves and try to make others look bad to take the focus off of our short comings.  Then when things go well for us in the good times, we like to showboat and blow our own horn by broadcasting our accomplishments.  Christians should live their lives differently than this.  The Bible teaches us that believing and obeying God gives us a spirit of humility.  But humility is a strange phenomenon in humanity.  It shines the brightest when we don’t know we have it.  As soon as we realize we are humble, pride swells up and zip – humility is gone already.  Thinking about the fact that Faith Promotes Humility, let us consider three examples.
I. CONSIDER PAUL’S EXAMBLE.

1. 1Cor.15:9-10.  Paul knew that what ever good he did, it was only because of the grace of God working in him.  Eph:3:8.

2. Gal.6:14.  The cross is a sad scene to the world but to us it shows the power and glory of God.  Rom.1:16.

3. 2Cor.11:30.  Paul preferred to point to his weaknesses.  2Cor.12:7-9.  

II. CONSIDER CHRIST’S EXAMPLE.

1. Phil.2:5-8.  Jesus is the eternal Son of God and the King of Glory but He made Himself to be nothing in order to do His Father’s will.

2. Jn.13:1-15.  This is a great lesson and example of Humility.

A. Notice v1.  His motivation was love.

B. Notice v3.  His knowledge of God’s sovereign elective grace.

C. Notice v15&34.  His charge to His followers is do like I do. 
III. CONSIDER YOUR EXAMPLE.

1. 1Cor.1:26-31.  Remember where you came from and where you might have been had it not been for the grace of God in your life.

2. 2Cor.5:17.  If you are really saved, you will live like Christ.  Your life will be centered on the things of God and His people will be your closest friends.  The old life of sin and self-centeredness is gone.  Gal.2:20. 

3. Rom.5:6-8.  True believers are saved from sin.  Matt.1:21. Eph.2:8-10.

4. Rom.3:27-28.  The blood bought saint of God has nothing to brag about in himself.  Rom.5:1-5.  

Conclusion:  Nobody in this world has any right to even the slightest bit of positive self esteem unless first of all he or she has experienced Godly Sorrow for sin, repented of sin and by faith – received Christ as Lord, Master and Saviour.  Then and only then will you understand what true humility is all about and you will be able by the grace of God to love yourself while putting others first with a Godly kind of sacrificial love that was shed abroad in your heart by the sovereign grace of God.  AMEN.  7-93, 5-11.  
