Judging Job and his Friends
Discussion Begins Chapters 4 – 7.

Job 2:11-13.  Pray.
After the tragedy in Job’s life, some friends came to comfort him.  Before we go any further, let us look at these friends.  Eliphaz is likely the oldest of them all. Job 15:1,10. He is named 1st and speaks 1st.  He is associated with Teman, a place of wisdom. Jer.49:7. He worshiped an inflexible lawgiver and had a ridged theology that left little room for the grace of God. Bildad was likely the 2nd oldest since he is named and spoke 2nd.  In a word, he was a legalist.  His life-text was “Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evildoers.”  Job 8:20.  Like Eliphaz, he was a stickler for tradition. He inferred that Job’s children died because of sin.   Zophar was the youngest of the 3 friends but was the most dogmatic.  He comes across as a schoolmaster lecturing students.  “Know this!” is his unfeeling approach.  He is merciless and tells Job that God is giving him far less than he deserves for his sins. They all said some true things and some foolish things.  Perhaps they were so negative because they were afraid that the same thing might happen to them and disprove their idea that nothing bad can happen to the righteous.  They might have fit in well with those today who preach the so-called “Prosperity Gospel.”  Consider now -  Eliphaz’s Rebuke and Job’s Response.
ELIPHAZ’S REBUKE.  Job Chapters 4 – 5.

1. His Approach. Job 4:1-4. Let us speak and don’t get upset with us.  We want to help.  You have helped many in the past.  Let us help.
2. His Accusation. Job 4:5-11. You could give advise to the hurting but now the shoe is on the other foot.  Can you take advice as well as you dish it out? God judges the wicked like this not the righteous. 
3. His Arguments. Job 4:12 – 5:7. Eliphaz had 2 arguments to prove his point.
A. Experience.  Job 4:12-21. Eliphaz had a strange experience where he saw a vision and heard a voice.  He concluded that the message was that mortal man is nothing compared to God and His angels. But was this a message from God or just a nightmare?  There is no Authoritative “Thus saith the Lord.” It only partially describes the state of man leaving out the fact that man is created in the image of God.
B. Observation.  Job 5:1-7.  Eliphaz had seen wicked men prosper only to be ruined in the end and again implies that this may be what has happened to Job.  The problem with our observations is they are so limited.  We cannot see the heart like God can.  It is true we cause most of our trouble and some wicked do indeed seem to prosper more that we do but we must remember as Ps.73 teaches that God will even things out in eternity.   
4. His Appeal.  Job 5:8-17.  He tells Job, If I were you, I’d humble myself and confess my sin to God and He will surely help you.  Take His chastening.  
5. His Assurance.  Job 5:17-27. He told Job to patiently take his lumps from God and he would eventually get through this.  Job, this is our learned counsel on this matter. (Remember, it was not God who smote Job but Satan.)   We are sure this will settle it all for you. 
JOB’S RESPONSE. Job Chapters 6 – 7.  He responded with 2 passionate appeals. 
1. Job’s Appeal to his friends. Job 6:1-30.  They sat with him but they did not feel what he felt.  We know it was not God who smote Job but didn’t know that & he must have felt like it was God’s arrows hitting him and his 3 friends were poison on the tips. What he needed was words that would heal his broken spirit not worthless innuendoes. He needed heartfelt pity from them not accusations.  He needed divine illumination not religious rhetoric. Job finally asked them to not jump to a hasty conclusion about his situation and reconsider the thing with more of a merciful heart.  V24-30.  
2. Job’s Appeal to the Lord.  Job 7:1-21. He used several pictures of the futility and the brevity of life.  He felt like a man drafted in the Army against his will. It was like a worker waiting for payday that did not come. He could not even rest at night.  His body was putrefying and worm eaten. He longed for death but it was not forthcoming.  He complained to God in the anguish and bitterness of soul & spirit. Oh God, you can stop all this misery.  Leave me alone. How long must I endure this? Job said I have sinned but he wondered why God was constantly scrutinizing him. Why can I not have pardon? Job may not have known what brought this tragedy upon him but if it was some secret sin, he pleaded for cleansing. Ps. 19:12-14. 
CONCLUSION:  When Job finished his answer to Eliphaz, and his prayer to God, he fell silent again.  In his pain and frustration he still urged his friends to have some empathy and give him some encouragement rather than the blame game.  Do you think he will receive it from them?  Well, Lord willing next time we will listen to what Bildad the Shuhite give a theological lecture on the justice of God.  AMEN.  
