Judging Job and Friends Ch. 32-33.
Elihu Has The Answers.

Job 32:1.   Pray.

At this point, we have seen three rounds of, sometimes, heated debate between Job and his three friends.  Job has rested his case with a challenge to God for vindication. He is now silent.  His three friends are silent. Perhaps in shock at Job’s bold challenge to God.  God is silent. There is no thundering voice or fire from heaven.  God’s silence in one way vindicates Job for it reveals the error of Job’s three friends but God is not at the disposal of His creation.  He needs not show up simply because someone thinks it is time for a showdown.  However, there was an unknown man in the crowd that suddenly broke the silence.  His name is Elihu.  He gave a long speech that lasted six chapters.  He had not spoken until now because he was younger than all the others were and respected their age. 32:4.  He also wanted to hear all that they had to say before he offered his opinion in the conversation. 32:11-12.  He had four main points.  We will deal with the first two in this lesson and the last two, Lord willing, next time.  Elihu said some of the same things the three friends said but he was not trying to prove that Job was a sinner.  He was trying to prove that Job’s view of God was wrong.  We will notice two things.
ELIHU SAID GOD IS SPEAKING THROUGH ME. CH.32
1. Elihu was indignant.  Job 32:1-5. Four times these verses say he was angry.
2. Elihu was inspired.  Job 32:8-10.  As a younger man he did not claim experience but said he had the insight of the Spirit of God.  So Listen! V.8-10. 
3. Elihu was impartial.  Job 32:14, 21-22.  He did not take sides with Job or his 3 friends and said he would not rehash their remarks (but he couldn’t resist using some of their words.)  Six times he addressed Job by his name.  
4. Elihu was impelled.  Job 32:16-20. After waiting so long to speak, Elihu was like a pressure cooker ready to vent.  He felt God was compelling him to tell everyone what he knew.  Many young preachers have had this sensation in the presence of older preachers.  Little did he know that when he was done, God would totally ignore his words when He finally appeared on the scene. 
ELIHU SAID GOD IS GRACIOUS.  CH.33. Yes, Amen.
1. Elihu said God lets us suffer to preserve us not punish us. 33:1-7. 
2. Elihu said his words were not meant to hurt but were a Spirit led commentary on Job’s own words.  33:8-11.

3. Elihu said Job claimed sinless perfection. V.9 But those were not Job’s words, they were Zophar’s interpretation of Job’s words. 

4. Elihu said Job called God unjust.  This Job said in desperate search for an answer from God for his trials. Elihu said God often brings trials to His people to deliver them from the Pit.  He uses Pit 5 times to make his point. 33:14-33. 
5. Elihu said God speaks in Dreams and visions.  This was so when we did not have the complete canon and plenary scriptures in the 66 Books of the Bible. Job 33:15-18.  
6. Elihu said God can use suffering to speak to man.  Job 33:19-22.  

A.  It is wrong to say all suffering comes from God for we bring a lot of suffering on our own selves.  We already know in Job’s case the sufferings came directly from Satan, as permitted by God to prove his uprightness. 

B. It is wrong to say all suffering is punishment for sin.  Elihu suggests that God may allow suffering to keep us from sin and the pit.  Jn.11:4. 
7. Elihu said God speaks thru the ministry of the mediating angel. Job 33:23-33. It almost sounds as if Elihu is preaching a Gospel invitation at his point, for Christ is both our mediator and our ransom.  1Tim.2:5-6.

CONCLUSION:  Elihu acted like he wanted Job to respond but at the same time did not give any time of Job to answer for he was so filled up with what he felt he needed to say to Job and his 3 friends.  Job did not answer because Job was waiting for an answer from God.  Job did not really care what Elihu and the others had to say at this point.  Job had taken his case to the high court of heaven; when Elihu finishes speaking, THE JUDGE will speak.  More to come…   AMEN. 
