Judging Job Introduction
The Drama Begins

James 5:11.  Pray.

Most people have heard of Job and his trials but few understand what the trials of Job were all about and what God was teaching us in the story of Job.  In Judging Job, we will not do a verse by verse study of the book but hopefully we can show in an overview of the man and his story what God has for us to learn.  The story of Job is not ancient fiction.  It is perhaps the oldest book in the Bible but it is a true story about a real man.  God would have His people to know that He is real, He has spoken and He does not lie.  We all will have our own trials in life but by the grace of God, we can endure unto the end, knowing that God is faithful, He answers prayer and His eternal plan never fails.  He will turn the darkest times of our life into something for our ultimate good and His glory.  Jer.29:11-14. Romans 8:28-31.  Do not fear the terrible trials awaiting you in your future dear child of God.  Gold need not fear the fire.  Say with Job, by the grace of God in Job 23:10 -   But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.  We will notice 4 things in the first three chapters of the book of Job.

Job’s Prosperity.  Job 1:1-5. 

1. His Material wealth. Job 1:1-5.  He was one of the wealthiest men in the land of Uz. Located near Edom on your Bible Lands Map. Lam.4:21. 
2. His Moral Character.  Job 1:1.  Being perfect and upright has to do with integrity, an important word in the story. Job 2:3,9; 27:5; 31:6.  It has nothing to do with sinless perfection.  The foundation of Job’s integrity was his fear of God.  This was not the fear of a slave before a taskmaster.  It is a reverence of a child before a father and an honorable respect that leads to loving obedience. 
3. His Family.  Job 1:2. The setting is in the Patriarchal Age when large families were seen as a blessing from God. Gen.13:16.  They often gathered together for birthday celebrations and such Job 1:4 and Job was always careful to pray for them and insure that they were sanctified in God’s sight. Job 1:5.
4. His Friends.  Job 2:11.  The friends in this story brought pain and misery to Job in their ignorance but they cared enough about him to travel and be with him and set in silence with him in sympathy but their problem was they thought they had to rationalize the situation and tell Job how to fix it.  We will hear more from them later but for now suffice to say friends are friends - wart on their nose and all.  They were all reconciled in the end Job 42:7-10. 
Job’s Adversity.  Job 1:6-19.  

1. We never know what might happen in our lives.  Eccl.9:12. 
2. Job and his friends did not know WHY things happened in his life as they did but WE know because God has shown it to us in His inspired word. There is a spiritual warfare going on all around us all the time.  Eph.6:11-13.   

3. God is sovereign in all things.  The Almighty is used of God 32 times in Job.  Nothing can thwart the eternal plan and purpose of God.  Job 5:17.

4. Satan has access to the throne of God.  He is not ruling in hell rather than serving in heaven.  He shall finally be cast into the Lake of Fire after the Millennial Kingdom and the Great White Throne Judgment. Rev. 20:10-15. 
5. Satan pronounced job guilty, 1Pet.5:8, but God said he was not guilty.  Job.1:8.  Satan is the accuser Rev.12:9-10.  Our enemy cannot touch us without God’s permission and even then, God uses it for our ultimate good and His glory. Rom.8:28. 
Job’s Fidelity.  Job 1:20-22.  Heaven and Hell were watching to see how Job responds.

1. First he looked back. I was born with nothing. V20a.
2. Second he looked forward. I will die with nothing. V20mid.
3. Third he looked up. God gives and takes blessed be His name. v20b. 
Job’s Misery.  Job chapters 2 & 3.

1. The voice of the accuser. Chapter 2:1-8. Satan never quits.
2. The voice of the quitter.  Chapter 2:9-10. Adam listened to Eve; Abraham listened to Sarah; but Job did not listen to his wife.  

3. The voice of the mourners.  Chapter 2:11-13. The best way to help people who are hurting is to just be there with them saying little and letting them know you care.  
4. The voice of the sufferer.  Chapter 3. After 7 days of silence, Job spoke lamenting his birthday Job 3:1.  He cursed the night of his conception (he was a person at conception) and the day of his birth Job 3:3.  Pain causes us to forget the blessings and good times of the past due to hopelessness of the here and now. No matter how bad things seem to be, God has been good to all of us.  
Conclusion:  There are many lessons we can learn from Judging Job.  Remember our text and it’s context.  James 5:7-11. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. AMEN.  

