Judging James Introduction
James 1:1.   Pray.

     We have recently studied two writers in the Bible and the books they wrote under the inspiration of God.  Judging Jude and Judging Jonah. There are often words in both the Old and New Testaments that can be judgmental.  There is neither harm nor foul in that.  God is the Judge of all creation and He inspired the writers of the Bible to write the very words they wrote.  If one is preaching and practicing what the scriptures say and another takes exception to it, the problem is not with the preacher; the problem is between the hearer and God.  Today we introduce another series of sermons on the subject Judging James.  Let us look at four things about the book of James.  Consider it’s theme, it’s date, it’s writer and it’s audience.
THE THEME OF JAMES.

     1.  This letter to God’s people holds up a very high standard of morality 

based on the word of God. The writer shows in very strong language that there are

human duties and responsibilities that we as God’s people must cling to. Where

other writers of the New Testament emphasize the divine side of justification

by faith, this writer holds our feet to the fire by relentless charges that we are

to actually practice what we say we believe. The letter is distinctively Jewish in

style. Certain fundamental Christian doctrine such as the incarnation of Christ and

His death, burial and resurrection are not mentioned but the teachings of Christ in

His Sermon on the Mount ring loud and clear. The writer speaks with authority

and without apology as a recognized spiritual leader, but does so with a tender

heart in such a way that it would especially be acceptable to Jewish readers. One

of the most bold and arresting challenges he posed was to state that if you say you

have faith, then demonstrate that faith by works!  
THE DATE OF JAMES.

     1.  There is no hard and fast historical documentation that can nail down a definite

date for this book. However, based on its theme and style and believing the author

wrote at a time before there was a great influx of Gentile believers into the Lords

congregations, and that he was indeed the Pastor of the Jerusalem congregation,

James the brother of our Lord, it must certainly have been written before A.D. 62.

This date is when James, according to Josephus, was stoned to death by order of the

High Priest Ananus. Some scholars date it as early as A.D. 45. This would make this

book one of the earliest books of the New Testament to be written. 
THE WRITER OF JAMES.

     1.  James was a very common name and there are many to choose from as

writer of this letter. Certain early religious leaders, such as Clement of Alexandria,

have written that this is none other than James the brother of our Lord (Mt.13:55)

who was placed as the first Pastor of the first congregation in Jerusalem. Tradition

can be a strong or a weak argument, but comparing scripture context and scripture

pattern it appears that this is most likely the writer indeed. In Acts chapter

12, James the brother of John was killed by the sword. After this, Peter was

imprisoned and when he was miraculously delivered from prison he sent word to

James and the brethren (Acts 12:17). This is obviously not James the brother of

John but one with authority in the Jerusalem congregation as seen several times

after this, and clearly described in Gal.1:18-19.
THE AUDIENCE OF JAMES.

     1.  As stated earlier, the audience is distinctly Jewish. The salutation of

the letter makes this fact absolute. It is to believers among the 12 tribes of Israel

that had been scattered by the early persecution upon the members of the local

congregation at Jerusalem. (Apparently, the so-called lost ten tribes were not that lost after all.)  All people of faith can gain great spiritual blessings from reading and studying the book of James.  Thinking again about the date of the writing, one must ponder whether it might have been penned possibly even before the conversion of Saul of Tarsus (Acts 8:1-4). It was not until after Peter’s experience in Acts chapter 10 that these Jewish followers of Jesus Christ began to see that God had opened the door of grace, not to the Jews only, but to the Gentiles also (Acts 10:45).  
CONCLUSION:  Let us pray for one another as we begin our study on Judging James.  James believed in salvation by grace through faith.  We cannot do anything right in the sight of God unless He works it in us by His grace.  The only remedy for our depraved nature is the sovereign grace of God in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Christ, the sinless Son of God, died in our place.  He was buried and rose again the third day for our justification. James made strong emphasis on the fact that those who are justified by faith will show their faith by their works.  We hope to have at least five more lessons in this study, one for each chapter in the book of James.  We will learn about the Believer and Reality, The Believer and Requirements, The Believer and Ruling the Tongue, The Believer and Relationships, and finally, The Believer and Resources.  We trust that God would add His blessing to our study of His word.  AMEN.  
