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CONFIDENTIAL

Primary Screening Form for Paid Employees and Regular Volunteers for
Children or Youth Workers for the I'ree Methodist Church.

{'this finm can be used as g written questionnaive or an oral interview.}

This form is to be completed by all applicants for any position (volunteer or paid) involving the
supcrvision or custody of minors, 1t is being used to help the church provide a safe and secure
enviromment {or (hosc children and youth who participate in owr programs and use our [acilities.

1. Mame: ) o Date:

2. Identity must be confirmed with a state driver™s license or other photographic identification.

] Yes. idenlity has been verificd with a state driver’s ficense or other photographic
identification.

Address _
City

Slale N £ip

Phone( __ ) = —. ...

3. 1lave you ever been convicted of or pled gunlly to a crime?
0l No

i} Yos (If vos, please cxplain.)




4, Personal Refercnces

Name . .. Name e
Address | Address

City - .. City

State Zip State Zip
Phove(___ __ ). ... — . .. __  Phooe( J —

5. Last the maost recent church where you have been active,

Church Mame B _
Address : oy _
State e Zip_ Phone( ) —

How long did you attend?

Did you work with children or youth at the church?
RN Yey
il No

The information contained in this form is considered to be correct to the best of my knowledge. I
authorize any references or churches lsted in this form to give you any information (incluading
opinions) that they may have regarding my character and [itness for children or youth work. [n
consideration of the receipt and evaluation of this form by the Free Methodist Church, T hereby
release any individual, church, or any other person or orgamzation, including record custodians,
both collectively and individually, from any and all liability for damages of whatever Kind or
nalure which may at any lune result to me, my heirs, or family on account of compliance or any
atlempts 1o comply with this authorization. [ waive any righis that [ may have to inspect any
information provided about me by any person or organization identifisd by me in this form.

~ Tn service to this congregation, | agree to be bound by the bylaws and policies of the Free

Methodist Church and to refrain from unscripiural conduct in ihe performance of my services on
behul ("ol the Church.

I further state that I have carefully read the foregoing release and know the contents thereof and |
stgn {lus release of my own free will. Thig is a legally binding agreement which [ have read and

understand.

Applicant signature ... Dae

Withess signature Dhale:




CONFIDENTIAL

Reference: Written Form fur Applicants for Work with Children or Yeuth

Free Methodist Church

L _is applying to become an employec or volunteer wilh
childecn or youth at the Free Mcthodist Church, and has given your namne ov church as a reference.
This position weans being in close contact with children, and we want to cnsure that this relationship
will be a healthy one. Please complete the form helow and use the enclosed cnivelope to send us your
evaluation of this person’s character and integrity. Your response will remain conlidential.

i. Peseribe your relationslnp with this person.

2

. How long have you knowi this person, and in what capacity?

3. Please use the following scale o respond to questions a through e. (1 — low; 6= high)

2. Emotional malurily? I 2 3 4 5 &
b, Following through with commitments' 1 2 3 4 5 fr
¢ Ability to rolate to children? 1 2 3 4 5 {
d. Ability to relate lo youth? 1 2 3 4 5 6
c. Spiritual matority? 1 2 3 4 5 6

Do you have any concerns reparding this person working with children or youth?
™o
Yies o Pleasc explain:

O

Chureh Name

Your Nawme

Address City

State Lip Phone( = _) —

Thank vou fow faking time (o complele and refurn (his reference form.



CONFIDENTIAL

Record of Oralt Contact with a Relerence or Church
Tdeniified by an Applicant for Youth or Children’s Work

I. Name of Applicant:

2. Refercnce or church confacted. {1f it is a clhurcly, identify the church ANT the person contacted,
AND their position.)

L

. Date and time of contact:

-y

. In what capacity do the reference or church representative know the person in gqucstion?

5. Persom eontacling the referenec or church (your name):
6, Method ol contact {relephone, personal conversation, ete.):

7o 8ay: o 1% applying to become an employes or voluniser
with chiildren or youth at the Free Methodist Church, and has given your name or cliurch as a velevence.
This posilion means being in close contact with children, and we want to ensure thal this relationship
will be a healthy one. May I have a fow moments of your time to ask some importand questions? Your
reaponse will remain confidential.

Bo you have any concems regarding this person working with children or youth?
Bl Mo
il Yes  Ifyes, ask thom to please explain:

§. Summarize any (urther relevant conversation about the applicant’s ifc or ministry.

Your legible stenalure:;

Your posilion: Prate:




Signature of Paid Workers & Recgular Volunteers
That They Have Read Required Information
Concerning Supervisory Policies and Child Abuse

By my signature and checkmark below, [ certify that | have read, understand, and
to the best of my ability will implement the following:

[1  The Free Methodist Church's “Supervisory Policies” concerning child abuse
prevention and reporting,

By my signature and checkmarks below, T certity that 1 have read and understand
the tollowing:

[1  “Child Sexual Abuse Knowledge Inventory™

1 “What [s Child Sexual Abusc?” and “Symptoms of Molestation™
[} “Lffects of Child Sexual Abuse™
[

“Child Molestation Supplement”

Name {please print):

Sipnature:

Drate:




s B B B R B R

or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or

or

or

or

M m M m ™M M Tt T

or F

or F

Or

Child Sexual Abuse
Knowledge Inventory

—

10.

11.

12.

13,

14.

. Child sexual abuse alwaﬁfs involves physical contact with children.

. Most child molesiers are male.

Chitd molesters are usually sirangers.

. Victims of sexual abuse suffer no long-term effects.

One out of five molesters begin their activity before age eighteen.

. Oniy a small percentage of victims are male.

Most churches screen workers for potential molesters.

. Church leaders cannot be held liable for child sexual abuse.

Some child sexual abuse victims have won seitlements of over
$1,000,000 from churches.

A child molester who has experienced a religious conversion no
longer presents g threat to children.

Child sexual abuse is a criminal offense in all 50 states.
A child molester may have over 500 victims in & iifetime.

Churches have in the past been supportive of victims of child

sexual abuse.

Child molesters are seldom known by the victim.

AFE JEL LS 270 0L L5 4% de 49 LR JF 48 LT T RIeNEy
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What is Child Sexual Abuse?

The legal definition of child sexual abuse or molestation varies from state to state, butin
general includes any form of sexual contact or exploitation in which a minor is being used
for sexual stimulation of the peretrator. '

Child sexual abuse may be violent or non-violent. All child sexual abuse is an exploitation of
a child's vulnerability and powerlessness in which the abuser is fully responsible for the
actions.

Child sexual abuse is criminal behavior that invelves children in sexual behaviors for which
they are not personally, socially, and developmentally ready.

Chitd sexual abuse includes behaviors that involve fouching and non-fouching aspects.
Types of abuse that involve touching include fondling, oral, genitat, and anal penetration,
intercourse, and forcible rape. Types of abuse that do not involve touching include verbal
commeants, pornographic videos, obscene phone calls, exhibitionism, and allowing children
to withess sexual activity. .

The full extent of child sexual abuse in our country is not known. Current conservative
astimates suggest that from 500,000 to over 1,500,000 children are sexually abused each
year. The possibility that the number is higher is likely because the greatest perceniage of
' these cases goes unraported. A national retrospective study on the prevalence of child
sexual abuse found that 27 percent of adult women and 16 percent of men claimed to have
experienced some form of child sexual victimization. Over 25 percent indicated this
ocourred before the age of nine {(Finkeihor, Hotaling, Lewis and Smith, 1980).

Child sexual abuse oocurs in all demographic, racial, ethnic, socio-economic, and religious
groups. Strangers account for less than 20 percent of the abusers. Estimates indicate that
when a known assailant commits the abuse, half of the-time it is a father or stepfather, and
the rest of the time it is a trusted adult who misuses his or her authority over chiidren.

Symptoms of Molestation

Church workers and staff members should be alert to the physical signs of abuse and _
molestation, as well as to behavioral and verbal signs that a victim may exhibit. Some of the
more common signs are summarized below (Sloan, 19383).

Physical signs may nclude:

Lacerations and bruises

Nightrnares

Irritation, pain, or injury to the genital area

Difficuity with urination
Discomfort when sitting

Torn or blocdy underclothing

> > -,

Venereal disease




Symptoms of Mofestation continued

Behavioral signs may include:

* anxiety when approaching church or nursery area

+ refusal to go to schoo!
exprasses dislike, dossn’t want to see friends, " [ just want to stay home with you ™

+ nervous or hostile behavior toward adulis

+ fear of specific persons, sifuations, strangers : :
child verbally declares they don't want to go to a particutar person’s house, or shies away when
around them or around strangers

+ sexual self-consciousness
+ “acting out” of sexual behavior

+ changes in type of fantasy play
exprasses extrame victimization! vialence in play

+* withdrawal from church activities and friends
isolates self, is sullen: “Leave me alone!”

+ personality change
outgaing child-leader who becornes withdrawn, change in schoot performance

* poor self-imageflow self-esteem
increases negative self-tallc “I'm not good; 1 can't do anything right.”

4 fear of being alone
‘Please stay with me. Don't turn out the light!”

# excessive attempt to control environmentfiear of unknown
often becomas extremely anxious over unknown aspects of life. “What if our house catches on
fire?” or "Mom, I'm afraid.”

Verbal signs may include the following statements:

¢ 1 don'tlike [a particular church worker]

+ [A church worker] does things to me when we are alone
4+ | donr't like to be alone wilth [a church worker]

+ [A church worker] fooled around with me




The Effects of Child Sexual Abuse

The personal violalion of child sexual abuse causes the victim (o oxperience many

'8se8.. ncluding loss of chifdhood memories, foss of health social confact, foss of the opportunity
. fearn, foss of bodily infegrity, loss ff identify and seff-esfeem, foss of frust, loss of sexual
maturity, and loss of seff-determination. All of these personal violations mean that vicliims of chifdd
sexual abuse lose the child’s right fo a normal childhood. In adulthood it may afso mean the foss of
the capacity to appreciate sexual intimacy as nurturing, holy, and loving. (The Report of the Winfer
Commission, 1990, Vol. 1, p.118)

Child sexual abuse robs children of their childhood and can potentialty scar its young victims for
life. Too often in the past, the effects of abuse were minimized or dismissed. Children were viewed
as being resilient. Research has shown that children can suffer significant pain from even a singte
abusive incident, Church members must be aware of the pain and long term suffering that can
accompany such abuse, Abuse can result in abnormal fears, post traumatic stregs disorder
(PTSD), aggressive behavior, sexual acting ouf, depression, diffused sexual identity, and poor
self-esteem (Kendall-Tacketi, Williams, and Finkethor, 1991}, The incidence of sexually
transmitted disease is also a possible outcome.

The degree of damage depends upon several factors including the intensity, duration, and
frequency of the abuse. In addition, the refationship of the perpetrator o the child matters. if the
abuser 15 a known and trusted authority figure in the child’s life, the degree of impact increases
dramaticaliy. ' :

*n additional burden for the parishioner or client is a sense of being betraved by God and the
~hurch. This betrayal by one’s pasfor represents .a major obstacle to the parishioner or client’s
personal faith. The damage fo one’s spiritual life done by this experience is offen profound and
fong ferm {Matie Marshall Foriune, Sexual Violence: The Unmentionable Sin, p. 107}

Possible Lo.hg.-Te.rm Affect of Sexual Abusé -

Consequences of child sexual abuse can plague victims into adutthood. When church leaders,
pastors, and respectad congregational workers perpetrate the abuse, lifelong religious confusion
and deep feelings of enmity toward God and the church can oceur.

Lack of trust : 15. Disassociation from emotions

1.

2. Confusion of family roles : 16. Possible perpetration of sexual

3. Depressian, self-pity, suicide abuse on others

4. Anger, unresalved and reprassad 17. In USA TODAY on January 2, 2002

5. Emotiona! blecking, turning off and article on brain research stated,
sexually, hypersexuality “According to the Instifute of Psychiatry

6. Denial of experience : at Medical University of South '

7. Isolation—social, shyness, alone, Carolina, repeated sexual abuse
self-protective causes physical changes in the brain.

8. Dissociation, psychotic “blacking This may explain why abused children
out” often use fllegal drugs. Accarding to

Y. Sexualization of relationships Carl Anderson of Mcl.ean Hospital,

10. Anxiety, fears, phobias damage {o this area of the brain may

11, Sexual dysfunction cause an individual to be particularly

12. Eating disorders Irtitable and use outside means to calm

13. Subsiance abuse self” '

14. Promiscuity



Child Molestation Supplement |

Thizs section containg additionad Mustrational maferialz for
insiructional use.

+ “Sexual abuse ooours when denendent, developman-

tally Immature chitdren and adolescents become
involved in sexual activity which they do not
understand fully and to which oy cannot frocly give
informed consent” (Sean Sammon, Slaver of e
Soul, o, §)

In 2001, approximately 903,000 children wese foumnd Lo
bes victims of child maltteatrnent, Maltreatmeant
valsgunies typically include neglect, medical neglect,
physical abuse, sexual abuse, and psychological
mattreztmeant. More than half of child victims

(57 pavcent) suffered neglect; 2 percent suffered
medical neglect; 19 percent were physically abused;
10 percent ware sexually abused; and 7 pereent wera
psychalogically maltraated, {National Clearinghouse
on Child Abese and Meghest)

In one study done in 1983, 453 pedophiles were found
to have committed in their lifetimes 106,915 acls of

chitld molestation against 67,112 dilleren! victims. That
i an average of 236 victims per molestor!

One in three sexdal assaukt victims is under the age of
12. Forty-three parcent of those are 6 and younger, 34

percent are ¥ te 11, {Natiohal Center for Victims of
Grim)

A 1356 National Institute of Justice study estimated
that each year child sexual abuse in America cosls the
nation §23 billion. Minety to 95 percant of ali sexual
abuse cages are never reported to he police.

A history of childhood sexuat abuse leads to a lower
health-related quality of life and & greater number of
Feallh problems, psyehistric symptoms and
dizgnoses. Rescarch shows that survivors of
childhood sexual abuse have "more medicai
problems, higher medical use, mors physical
symiptems, lewer health status, and maore medical
procedures. (American Psychological Association:
Understanding Child Soxual Abuse: Education,
Prevention, and Roecoverny )

“Single mathears are particularly winerakle to the
designs of the pedophile. This parson will effer o be &
friend to the child participating in sports, taking on
hiking tring, etc, The mother, anxious for the eiildren
ta have a male imane, often readily goes along with
these offers fiom "such a hice person.' The fixealad
padophils is very guod® to the chikd as one might
expact in plrsuing a sexual expericnce. Pedophiles
will po o far as to date or marry a single mother to
gain access o har children.” {Delaplane, D. and A.
Delaplane. Victims of Child Abuso, Domestic Vio-
lence, Elder Abuzse, Raps, Robhery, Assault, and-

Viglent Death; A Manual for Glengy and
Congregations. Special Edition for Mifitary Chaplains.

Hurting a child 15 & vidlation of trest. Unferfunately, it
happens every day. And whern the abusce 15 sexual, it
can lesve a lasting psychological wound that is difficiet
to heat. JAMA,

Children with disakilities are 4 to 10 imes mere
viulnerable to sexual abuse than thelr non-disabled
poors {Mational Resource Center on Child Sexual
Abuse, 1982)

Agpraximately 2 cut of 3 melesters who are caught
will sexually abuse again in the Tulures.

As imuch as 58 percent of reperted child molastation
cases arn committed by adotezcents, mastly male.
{Roger Katz, "Psychosocial Adjustment in Adolascent
Chiid Maolesters™ in Child Abuse and Negleci.

Between 1986 and 1998 the estimated number of
sexualy abused children increased 83 percent.
{National Center on Chilg Abuse and Meglect)

It is estivnated that there are 60 million survivors of
childhood sexual abuse in Amanca leday

Approximately 80 percent of the male survivors

samples report at lcast one of thelr perpetrators 1o be
fertale (hMendot, 1993)

The typical child sex offendsr molests an average of
117 children. {National Institute of Mental Health,
1988),

“Most sexual offenders are male. One in four
offenders is @ member of the child's family ur a person
who has been entrusted with the care of the child.
Approximnately half are frichds of the child or

family.” (Child Soexual Abusa: Guidelines for
Corrrrunity Workers, v, 23]

" Child mictesters can be classified as efther prefarenial

or slbtational. Preferential molesters have a
meferance for sexual activity with children and will
seek hern out. Situational motesters do not, but take
advantage of a siteation Lo sexually abuse children 1f it
ocours, Sexual ebuse may range from a dnoce-in-a-
lifetime ot o a long-term pattern of behavior. Most
offcnders are situationgl and that numibear is incréasing
faslor than those of preferential chill molesters.
{Braach of Trisf, D2)

fars than 2 million cases of chikd abuse and noglact
are raported each year in the United Statas. An
eslimatad 180,000 to 200,000 new cases oF sexual
abuse ooodr each year, (American Medical Assncia-
Licare. JAMA Patient Page: Protecting Cue Ghildred -
Sexaual Abuse of Childron |s Common, and Too QOffen
Undetestsed)



