

                              A Time For Fasting And Prayer

“So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.” (Nehemiah 1:4)

Nehemiah heard the news that his people, the Jews, were in captivity. Plus, the walls of Jerusalem were broken down, and its gates were burned with fire.


The deacons and the pastor of the church are equally heartbroken for the people and the church at this time. Therefore, the pastor and the deacons are calling the people of the church to a time of prayer and fasting for love and unity with God and each other.


We are asking the people of the church to fast and pray for 25 days, beginning on Monday, March 20 – April 13, which is the date of Love Feast and Communion. We ask that you set aside a certain amount of time each day in fasting and prayer. Fast as you are led, and are physically able, and pray fervently. 


Use these scripture readings as your focus for each day:

March 20:  Romans 12:9    Prayer Focus:   Pray for a spirit of love in your heart towards others. If the Holy Spirit leads you, use specific names.

March 21:  Romans 12:10    Prayer Focus:   Pray that your affection towards others grows.
March 22:  Romans 12:11    Prayer Focus:  Ask the Holy Spirit how you can serve the Lord.
March 23:  Romans 12:12   Prayer Focus:   Ask the Holy Spirit to show you if you need hope, or patience in times of tribulation. Pray steadfastly for these qualities.

March 24:  Romans 12:13    Prayer Focus:  Pray for any needs for people in the church. Pray for a spirit of hospitality towards others.
March 25:  Romans 12:14    Prayer Focus:  Pray for our persecutors.
March 26:   Romans 12:15  Prayer Focus:   Pray for an understanding heart for others in their time of sorrow or rejoicing. 
March 27:  Romans 12:16   Prayer Focus  Pray for the gift of being able to listen to others who do not agree with you.
March 28:  Romans 12:17    Prayer Focus:  Pray that God would show you the good in any evil situation.
March 29:  Romans 12:18    Prayer Focus:  Pray that God would show you how you can have more of a peaceful spirit with others.
March 30:  Romans 12:21    Prayer Focus:    Ask God how you can do your part in turning any evil situation into good.
March 31:  Matthew 26:1-5    Prayer Focus:  Ask God to strengthen your faith in times of trials and danger.
April 1:  Matthew 26:14-16    Prayer Focus   Confess to God the times that you denied Jesus. Be assured that “when we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9)
April 2:  Matthew 26:17-25    Prayer Focus:   Think of the times when you might have said, “Lord, is it I?” Pray that God would give you a new heart.
April 3:    Matthew 26:26-30   Prayer Focus:   What would you want to say to Jesus if He were sitting at the Lord's Table with you?
April 4:   Matthew 26:31-35   Prayer Focus:   Confess of any times when you were prideful. 
April 5:   Matthew 26:36-46    Prayer Focus:  Spend some time “watching and praying” before the Lord today. Be aware of the temptations we all face, and ask God to strengthen your faith in Him.
April 6:   Matthew 26:47-56    Prayer Focus:   Think of the times you were like Peter and wanted revenge on your enemy. How did you react? Meditate on Jesus words when He says, “for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52)
April 7:   Matthew 26:57-68    Prayer Focus:  Think of the times when you were persecuted for your faith stance with Jesus. Remember that Jesus went through His own persecution for all.
April 8:   Matthew 26:69-75    Prayer Focus:   Think of the times when you were faced with the same pressure of standing-up for Jesus. How did you respond? Pray for a renewal of your faith in Jesus.
April 9:   Matthew 27:1-10    Prayer Focus:  Think of anything in your life that gives you remorse. What changes do you need to make in order to make your life better in Jesus Christ?
April 10:  Matthew 27:15-26   Prayer Focus:  The “multitudes of people” wanted Jesus to be crucified. Pilate gave into their demands, and washed his hands from any responsibility. Think of the times when you gave into people's demands. Was that the right thing to do?
April 11:   Matthew 27:27-31, Isaiah 53:4-6    Prayer Focus:  Meditate on the words from Isaiah 53:5, “And by His stripes we are healed.”  Be thankful that we have a Savior who took-on so many wounds for us.
April 12:   Matthew 27:32-44   Prayer Focus:  When Jesus was on the Cross, it was one of the most cruel ways to punish a criminal. Yet Jesus chose to go there. Likewise, Jesus chose to suffer for all of us. Be thankful that Jesus willingly suffered on our behalf.
April 13:   Matthew 27:45-56   Prayer Focus:   Some believe that this was Jesus' worst moment because of His suffering. Yet, when Jesus died on the Cross, the veil of the temple was torn in two, symbolizing the eternal salvation we have in Him. Be thankful that we have a Savior we can approach at anytime!  

COME TO THE LORDS TABLE FOR LOVE FEAST AND COMMUNION.

