The Bible as a Whole

II Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is ELOHIM-breathed and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for the adjusting to the standard, for passion to righteousness,                                                   3:17 so that the man of ELOHIM may be mature, being competent to every good work. (UVB)
Rom. 15:4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that through patience and through encouragement of the Scriptures we might have expectation. (UVB)
I.  General Facts
1.) The Bible is written from an Eastern perspective not a Western perspective so it becomes important to learn customs, and manners of the mid-eastern world. 

2.) The Bible consists of 66 Books

A.) These 66 books are divided into 2 parts.

B.) Part 1 is the first 39 books typically called the Old Testament

C.) Part 2 is the last 27 books all written in Greek typically called the New Testament.
II. The Old Testament

1.) The first 17 – Historical books

a.) The books of Genesis-Esther
b.) Sub division

A.) First five books, Genesis –Deuteronomy, also known as the Pentateuch, all written by Moses. 
B.) The next 9 books, Joshua-II Chronicles are records of Israel’s occupancy of Canaan.

C.) The last 3 books, Ezra-Esther concern the period after the expulsion from the land, and the repatriation of the “remnant.”

D.)  5 (pre Canaan) 9 (in Canaan) 3 (post exile)

2.) The Next 5 books – Experiential (All written in poetry). They are the books of Job-Song of Solomon. 
3.) The remaining 17 books

a.) The books of Isaiah-Malachi

b.) Sub division

A.) The first five books, Isaiah-Daniel, – we find in these five books the basic ethical features of all Old Testament Prophecy and the comprehensive scheme of Messianic prediction. The 12 Minor Prophets, though they amplify various aspects, do not determine the main shape of Messianic prophecy; they conform to the general frame already formed for us in Isaiah-Daniel.

B.) The next 9 books, Hosea-Zephaniah, are the prophetic record while in Canaan.

C.) The last 3 books, Haggai-Malachi, the prophetic record that is post-exilic.
4.) The Old Testament Design then is as follows:

	Foundational
	Experiential
	Pre-exilic
	Post-exilic

	Gen-Deu 

(5 books)
	Job-Song of Solomon 
(5 books)
	Jos-II Chron.
(9 books)
	Ezra-Est.
(3 books)

	Isa-Dan
5(Books)
	
	Hos-Zep.

(9 books)
	Hag-Mal.

(3 Books)


III. The Greek Scriptures

a.) The first 5 books, Matthew-Acts, these books continue the history of Israel, and thus are Historical.

b.) The next 9 books, Romans-II Thessalonians. These books form the basis for the doctrine about the Body of Christ.
c.) The next 4 books, I Timothy-Philemon, are personal and experiential.
1.) The books of Rom-Phe. Constitute the Body of Christ Epistles; they are not part of what preceded, or what follows them.

d.) The last 9 books, Heb-Rev, again deal with the nation of Israel

1.) The layout of the Greek Scriptures is thus:

	History
	Body of Christ
	Prophecy

	Mat-Acts

(5 book)
	Rom-II Thessalonians
(9 books)

I Tim.-Phe.

(4 books)
	Heb-Rev.
(9 books)


IV. The Complete layout of the Bible (Bold print are books about the Body of Christ):

	Foundational
	Experiential
	Pre-exilic
	Post-exilic

	Gen-Deu
	Job-SOS
	Jos-II Chron
	Ezra-Est

	Isa-Dan
	I Tim-Phe
	Hos-Zep
	Hag-Mal

	Mat-Acts
	
	
	Heb-Rev

	Rom-II Thes
	
	
	


V. Biblical Interpretation
1. Principle stated: The Bible interprets the Bible. If we want to know the correct interpretation of a particular verse or chapter of Scripture, it must be examined in the light of the other parts or whole of Scripture.

I Cor.2:13 Of this we speak--not in language which man's wisdom teaches us, but in that which the SPIRIT teaches--adapting, as we do, spiritual words to spiritual. (UVB)

II Peter 1:20 Knowing this 1st, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. (UVB)

The word “private” is idios in the Greek and means, “one’s own.”
2. Principle applied and illustrated:

A. The relationship between the Old Testament and the Greek Scriptures.

A.1. The “Lamb” of Isa.53:7-8, is interpreted in Acts 8:32-35 as being none other than Jesus Christ.

A.2. Read Gen.3:15 and see if the enigma of the bruised seed is not explained in Rom.16:20. Now try Mal.3:1 with Mark 1:2.

B.  The relationship of one verse to another. 

       B.1. Question and answer method.

       Question, what are the 7 Spirits of God mentioned in Rev.1:4?

       Answer, Isa.11:2.

                               B.2. The identification of personalities within Scripture. Different 

                               individuals can be clarified by comparing Scripture with Scripture.  
a.) That awesome creature of Isa.27:1 is easily identified in Rev.20:2.

b.) The obscure Eliphaz and his son Teman of Gen.36:11 take on special meaning when compared with Eliphaz the Temanite of Job 4:1 (see also Obadiah 9).

C. Understanding the figurative language of Scripture.  
Zech.13:7 we read of a SHEPHERD and the sheep of a flock being scattered. Mat.26:56 brings to fulfillment of the Old Testament prophets.

D. By comparing Scripture with Scripture, one is able to better understand the historical setting of a given passage.

Examine Lk.11:51 in relation to II Chronicles 24:20-21.

Psa.3 in relation to II Sam.15:14-17,29. 

Proverbs 1:8,10,15; 2:1; 3;1 (Solomon’s exhortation to his son) in the historical light of I Kings12 (The fateful choice of Rehoboam, Solomon’s son). 
VI.  All Scripture is about the person and deity of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 10:7.

E. By comparing scripture with Scripture, one is able to understand the Mosaic Law and its application in the life of the nation of Israel. Compare Deu.25:9 with Ruth 4:7-8.

The difficulty in understanding the sudden death of Uzzah in II Sam.6:3-7 when examined in the light of the law given in Num.4:15.

F. By comparing Scripture with Scripture we can see the dispensational settings of the Bible, and the differences between the Body of Christ and Israel; between law and grace, Jew and Gentile, Paul and the 12 apostles, etc.

See Gal.2;7-9; Eph.2:11-11-18, Eph.3:1-9

G. By comparing Scripture with Scripture, one is able to understand types and antitypes.

Compare Jonah 1:7 with Mat.12:40-41


