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Pray Earnestly, 
Give Generously  

The bishops of the 
Free Methodist 
Church and our 
World Missions 
leaders have called us to pray earnestly and 
to give generously to the desperate needs 
of the poverty stricken nation of Haiti, now 
compounded by the devastating earthquake 
off its shores.    

Pray for 
�  the safe rescue of Jeanne Acheson-
Munos, Merle West, Gene Dufor and our 
many Haitian friends who are unaccounted 
for. 
�  physical healing for Jack Munos and 
Katie Zook. 
�  safe evacuation of the VISA volunteers 
and mission families who need to leave.  
�  emotional healing for the missionary 

team and for the 
Haitians as they 
face this over-
whelming 
trauma.  
�  the explora-

tory team to arrive safely. Pray that they 
will have wisdom and discernment as they 
assist the Haitian church to create a re-
sponse strategy and action plan. 
�  the Port-au-Prince pastors as they at-
tempt to comfort and lead their people (19 
full FM churches and 12 church plants are 
located in the greater Port-au-Prince area). 
�  relief supplies to reach Haitians. 
�  word concerning the welfare of Haitian 
ICCM staff and 1,867 ICCM-sponsored 
children participating in 16 schools in the 
Port-au-Prince area. 
�  the thousands of ICCM-sponsored chil-
dren and their families who have been im-
pacted.                  (continued on page 4) 

Please pray for the upcoming Volunteers in 
Service Abroad (VISA) team from Wabash 
Conference — Supt. Joe and Marilyn 
James, Gary and Beth Kilgore (West Mor-
ris Street FMC) and pastor Mike Courtney 
(Fort Wayne FMC) who will be serving in 
India January 26 to February 13.  They will 
be participating in six annual conferences, 
visiting Umri Christian Hospital, Interna-
tional Child Care Ministries, speaking in 
churches, and encouraging our pastors and 
leaders there.  Supt. James will be repre-
senting Bishop Matt Thomas at these meet-
ings. 

With Bishop John Gollapalli, the team will 
visit two special churches in tribal areas.  
They will be dedicating one church re-
cently built with funds provided by the 

Lighthouse Free Methodist Church in Fort 
Wayne.  God is doing amazing things in 
this area of India.  They will meet the lead-
ers of another church that is under con-
struction, with funds provided by the 
Thornbury FMC in Ontario, Canada where 
Supt. James’ son Aaron is on staff. 

Pray for God’s anointing on their time in 
India, for the many meetings, for good 
health and safety, for the international 
travel, in country flights and the hundreds 
of miles they will cover on the roads in 
India. 

Pray for the church in India that continues 
to expand under the leadership of Bishop 
Joab Lohara, Bishop John Gollapalli and 
Bishop Narenda John.   
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January 2010 
23 Ministerial Education &  
  Guidance Board,  
  9:30 a.m. @ Conf Office 
23 Ministerial Appointments 
  Committee, 3:30 p.m. @  
  Conf Office 
29-31 Youth Ski Retreat 
 
February 2010 
16 PLC Leaders,   
  10:00 a.m. @ Conf Office 
23 Board of Finance, 
  5:00 p.m. @ Conf  Office 
25 Wabash Park Camp Board, 
  6:00 p.m. @  Conf Office 
27 Ministerial Education &  
  Guidance Board,  
  9:30 a.m. @ Conf Office 
 
March  2010 
4  Board of Administration  
  5:00 p.m. @ Conf Office 
11  Supt’s WV Advisory Board 
  6:00 p.m. @ Fairmont FMC 
12-13 WV Pastor/Spouse Retreat, 
  Cedar Lake Retreat Center 
19-20 Breaking Away 
20 Ministerial Education &  
  Guidance Board, 
  9:30 a.m. @ Conf Office 
22-23 IL/IN Pastor/Spouse Retreat, 
  Nashville, IN 
 
April 2010 
17-18 Children’s Lock-in @  
  Wabash Park Campground 
24  Ministerial Education & 

 Guidance Board, 
 9:30 a.m. @ Conf Office 

29 Wabash Park Camp Board 
  Meeting, 6-9 p.m. @ Wabash 
  Park Camp 
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The Free Methodist Church has nearly 
1,300 churches in India.   

In 2005, the Free Methodist Church in 
India celebrated 125 years of ministry 

and became a Provisional General   
Conference. 
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many about Jesus.  About 8 families (new 
Christmas day contacts) were helped on 
December 30 as well. One family of 4, 
who took part in our Christmas Day 
event, had no food in their house when 
the college students dropped off the gift 
of food.  We will continue to reach out to 
this family throughout the year. 

 

On December 25 the Indianapolis Mars 
Hill church celebrated their 6th annual 
Christmas Day ministry event. About 
75% of the church family was involved in 
preparing chili, setting up karaoke, ar-
ranging the clothes give away that made 
this a very special day. The original idea 
belonged to member Al Spencer, who 
saw a lack of places for people to go on 
Christmas day.  This year’s event was in 
memory of member John Keatts who 
passed away in 2009. 

This is more than an opportunity to feed 
the hungry.  Visitors who come serve 
themselves and are invited to relax, visit, 
or sing karaoke.  This year was by far the 
most successful in our estimation. At least 
9 neighborhood families, new to us, 
shared Christmas with us. Others re-
turned, some would spend Christmas Day 
alone, if they had not come.    

There is no cost to the church for the 
event.  It is totally underwritten by volun-

teers, and food and winter clothing dona-
tions. Our church, along with other local 
organizations, helped many families this 
Christmas.   

 We greatly appreciated the work of the 
local VFW, who provided help for a very 
large family. On December 23, our local 
fire station provided Christmas for proba-
bly the neediest family.  Pastor Don 
Meier rode in the ambulance with Santa 
and several firemen arrived in a fire en-
gine.  This family has several small chil-
dren.  Pastor Don wished he had a camera 
to capture the faces of the children when 
Santa came with boxes of presents.  One 
little girl asked Santa if he had been at her 
school last week.  Her sister said, “No, 
that was a fake Santa.  This is the real 
Santa”.    

Mars Hill also hosted 60 college students 
from Campus Crusade on December 30, 
who passed out 50 boxes of food in our 
immediate neighborhood and spoke with 

heart like the preacher talked about.  The 
dad led him in prayer to receive Christ 
and he gave testimony of this at the 
church. 

The week before Christmas, Pastor Brian 
received an e-mail from a man who found 
the church via an internet search. He was 
having a serious surgery and wanted to 
talk to someone about his spiritual life.  
He came to the office and Pastor Brian 
met with him for several hours, leading 
him to Christ. A week later (Jan 2), after 
instruction and at his request he was bap-
tized. His entire family came and were 
deeply moved and have been seeking a 
personal relationship with Christ.  We are 
paying for this family. 

Upon hearing of this man’s conversion 
and baptism a lady who has been attend-
ing for about a year asked about baptism 
in Sunday school class.  There in the class 

For several years, the Columbus Rocky 
Ford church has been praying earnestly 
for God to use our church to reach people 
for Christ.  Most every year there is at 
least one conversion, but we felt inspired 
to pray for more. 

In November, Pastor Brian was visiting 
the church secretary’s 93 year old mother 
in the hospital. She had absolutely no 
church background.  While there, Pastor 
Brian led her to Christ. A few weeks later 
she fell and broke her hip, requiring an 
operation, but the doctors told the family 
that she would probably not survive the 
operation.  She was informed of this and 
calmly said, “Then I am ready to go to 
heaven.”  In God’s power she made it 
through the surgery and is recovering 
from this trauma. 

In December, a young boy (age 8) told his 
dad that he wanted Jesus to live in his 

she gave her heart to Christ and is looking 
forward to baptism in the near future.  
She is being discipled by a group of ladies 
in the church. 

On Sunday morning, January 10, our 
teens led worship and a young single 
mother came forward to receive Christ.  
She was blessed by the enthusiasm of our 
youth and the message from Isaiah 60 
touched her heart.   

We are encouraged. God has answered 
prayer. Our attendance is up, our giving is 
stable, and a spirit of unity reigns.  Praise 
the Lord for His goodness and mercy! 

“This is how we know what love 
is: Jesus Christ laid down his life 
for us.  And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers.  If any-
one has material possessions and 
sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of 
God be in him?  Dear children, 
let us not love with words or 
tongue but with actions and in 
truth.”       ����� ���������	
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“As a people, we live wholesome 
and holy lives and show mercy 
to all, ministering to both their 
physical and spiritual needs.” 
2007 Free Methodist Book of Disciplines,  ¶ 158 



Samuel Mark Strauser arrived Decem-
ber 6, 2009 at 8:35 p.m.  Mom and Dad,   
Pastor Adam and Lauren Strauser 
(Washington, IN FMC) and big brother 
Noah are all doing very well and Noah is 
excited to be an older brother. 

 

Molly Grace 
Colgan was 
born October 
17, 2009 @ 
5:32 a.m.  
She was 6 
lbs, 8 oz and 
19 1/2 inches 
long.  Mom 
and Dad, 
Pastor Deron 
and Jennifer 
Colgan (Terre Haute, IN FMC) went 
through a lot to bring this little girl into 
the world.  But it was worth it!  Big 
sisters Mary and Maggie think so too! 
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morning service, on the platform, 
they cooked the cakes on the back of 
a “grubbin” hoe (using a camp 
stove).  It was a fun experience for 
the entire church family. 

· Pastor Doug Byrum (Tunnel Hill, 
IN FMC) reports that the church  
was able to distribute food to 18 
needy families at Thanksgiving and 
another 22 families at Christmas 
(about 1800 lbs of food).  Some re-
cipients are now attending the church 
and are giving food in return.  God is 
good!  The Lord fed them and then 
He taught them. 

· Pastor Tim and Jami Edin (serving 
another denomination in West Vir-

ginia) are expecting their first child in 
April.  They covet your thoughts and 
prayers for a health baby. 

· Pastor Ron Linder (Newton, IL 
FMC) reports that after Thanksgiving, 
kids brought colored ear corn to 
church.  They shelled and ground the 
corn on one Sunday.  The following 
Sunday, they took the ground corn and 
made a paste of cornmeal and water 
(with a little salt, pepper and lard) as 
practiced in the south.  During the 
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If you are not currently with Church Mu-
tual, we will be providing you contact 
information soon, and encourage you to 
compare costs and coverage through 
Church Mutual to see if it might benefit 
your church as well.  Please do not con-
tact Church Mutual as yet.  They will be 
ready to discuss the group discount by 
February.  Details are still being finalized.  
We will be sending you further informa-
tion. 

Through our continued efforts to reduce 
Wabash Conference expenses, we have 
changed insurance carriers from Brother-
hood Mutual to Church Mutual for our 
corporate insurance policy.  We have re-
alized improved coverage for less pre-
mium.  We are thankful. 

What the local church chooses to do in 
insuring the local church properties 
(church, parsonage, etc.) is a local church 
decision.  But we want you to know that 
the Conference relationship with Church 

Mutual will potentially benefit any Wa-
bash church that is currently with Church 
Mutual, or chooses to go with Church 
Mutual.  Wabash local churches (not with 
Church Mutual) are welcome to partici-
pate in a voluntary group discount pro-
gram through Church Mutual for potential 
savings on their policies.  If you are cur-
rently with Church Mutual, your discount 
will automatically be reflected with your 
next anniversary or policy renewal date 
(whichever is sooner). 
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IMPORTANT CHANGE!!! 

 The WMI Spring Retreat will be 
held May 14 and 15, 2010, at Wabash 
Park Campgrounds in Clay City, IN.   

 Please make sure this date change 
is on your calendar.  Information will 
be sent to your pastor and your WMI 
contact person.   

 Ruth Huston from Greenville  
College will be the featured speaker. 



To give  
�  Online: www.fmwm.org/give/
help_haiti_heal.php 
�  by check: Help Haiti Heal, PO Box 
535002, Indianapolis, IN 46253-5002 

 

The Free Methodist Church in Haiti 
�  73 full churches 
�  28 church plants 
�  More than 8,900 children sponsored 
through International Child Care Minis-
tries 

�  86 ordained elders 
�  15 conference ministerial candidates 
�  85 local pastors 
�  11,643 full members 
�  2,229 preparatory members 
�  1,727 junior members 
�  15,599 grand total members 
�  12,720 average attendance 
�  117 primary schools / 22,122 students 
�  20 secondary schools / 2,859 students 
�  11 dispensaries 
�  1 hospital 
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June 12-13 WPC First-Timers Camp 
June 13-17 WV Teen Camp 
June 18-19 126th Wabash Annual 
 Conference 
June 21-25 WPC Day Camps 
June 21-25 WV Children’s Camp 
June 25-27 WPC Grandparents/Child 
 Camp 
June 28- WPC Kids Camp I                            
 July 3 
July 5-8 WPC Young Teen Camp 
July 8-17 WV Family Camp 
July 12-17 WPC Kids Camp II 
July 19-25 WPC Family Camp 
July 28- WPC Hispanic Family     
 August 1 Camp 

Our thanks to the several Christian Camp-
ing Boards and committees (Wabash and 
West Virginia Black Hills) for their    

commitment, dili-
gence, planning and 
sacrifice—to be able 
to share Christ 
through Christian 
camping.  Pray for 
them as they do their 
work.  Please note the 
Camp Schedule for 
2010.   

Check out the        
conference website 
for updates and plans 

for these camps in the months ahead.                                            
www.wabashconference.org 
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� The Southern Michigan Conference 
Missions Mobilization Team is sponsor-
ing a “Partners in a Global Harvest” 
event on March 20th, 2010, at Spring 
Arbor FMC from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon. 

 This event will offer an inside 
glimpse into FM World Missions and 
challenge the local church in their role to 
multiply the Global Harvest.  Speakers 
include Dr. Art Brown, Dr. Dale Woods 
and Pastor Mark VanValin.  You are 
invited to attend.  For more information 
contact Ron Pieper at 734-709-8721, 
ronaldpieper@hotmail.com or Pastor 
Ray Babcock at 269-313-6696. 

“Missional followers of Jesus 
don’t belong to a church.  They 
are the church.  Wherever they are 
the church is present.  Church is 
not something outside of them-
selves that they go to or join or 
support; it’s something they are.”             

(Excerpt from Missional Renaissance, 
Changing the Scorecard of the Church, by 
Reggie McNeal) 


