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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

Hurricane Harvey first made landfall as a Category 4 storm near Rockport, Texas, on 
the evening of August 25, 2017.  The storm has since devastated communities in both 
Texas and Louisiana, claiming many lives, inflicting countless injuries, destroying or 
damaging tens of thousands of homes, and causing billions of dollars in damage.  The 
entire Nation grieves with Texas and Louisiana.  We are deeply grateful for those 
performing acts of service, and we pray for healing and comfort for those in need.
Americans have always come to the aid of their fellow countrymen -- friend helping 
friend, neighbor helping neighbor, and stranger helping stranger -- and we vow to do 
so in response to Hurricane Harvey.  From the beginning of our Nation, Americans 
have joined together in prayer during times of great need, to ask for God's blessings 
and guidance.  This tradition dates to June 12, 1775, when the Continental Congress 
proclaimed a day of prayer following the Battles of Lexington and Concord, and April 
30, 1789, when President George Washington, during the Nation's first Presidential 
inauguration, asked Americans to pray for God's protection and favor.  
When we look across Texas and Louisiana, we see the American spirit of service 
embodied by countless men and women.  Brave first responders have rescued those 
stranded in drowning cars and rising water.  Families have given food and shelter to 
those in need.  Houses of worship have organized efforts to clean up communities and 
repair damaged homes.  Individuals of every background are striving for the same 
goal -- to aid and comfort people facing devastating losses.  As Americans, we know 
that no challenge is too great for us to overcome.
As response and recovery efforts continue, and as Americans provide much needed 
relief to the people of Texas and Louisiana, we are reminded of Scripture's promise 
that "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."  Melania and I 
are grateful to everyone devoting time, effort, and resources to the ongoing response, 
recovery, and rebuilding efforts.  We invite all Americans to join us as we continue to 
pray for those who have lost family members or friends, and for those who are 
suffering in this time of crisis.
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim September 3, 2017, as a National Day of Prayer for the 
Victims of Hurricane Harvey and for our National Response and Recovery Efforts.  
We give thanks for the generosity and goodness of all those who have responded to 
the needs of their fellow Americans.  I urge Americans of all faiths and religious 
traditions and backgrounds to offer prayers today for all those harmed by Hurricane 
Harvey, including people who have lost family members or been injured, those who 
have lost homes or other property, and our first responders, law enforcement officers, 
military personnel, and medical professionals leading the response and recovery 
efforts.  Each of us, in our own way, may call upon our God for strength and comfort 
during this difficult time.  I call on all Americans and houses of worship throughout 
the Nation to join in one voice of prayer, as we seek to uplift one another and assist 
those suffering from the consequences of this terrible storm.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand seventeen, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and forty-second.

 
DONALD J. TRUMP

On Youtube - Watch the signing of this proclamation and the prayer that followed:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NVv0Z9fTawU
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ALMIGHTY GOD, as the winds and waters subside, be made known to those 
who are in distress. Calm their fears, strengthen their bodies, give peace to 
their minds, give hope and Your presence to their hearts and souls. Protect 
them from anxiety, confusion and despair, and give them instead Your Holy 
Spirit to comfort and guide. Protect also those who are laboring to give aid 
and relief. This we ask in the name of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
O God, make speed to save us, O Lord, make haste to help us. Amen. 
—adapted from https://stmartinsepiscopal.org

Announcements
• Christmas choir practice starts next Sunday, September 10, at 5:30 p.m. 
• September 15-16 - Night of Prayer. Our assignment is 5-7 a.m.
• September 22 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Schenectady

Song of Solomon 5:1-8:14
2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Psalm 51:1-19
Proverbs 22:24-25

Isaiah 1:1-2:22
2 Corinthians 10:1-18
Psalm 52:1-9
Proverbs 22:26-27

Isaiah 3:1-5:30
2 Corinthians 11:1-15
Psalm 53:1-6
Proverbs 22:28-29

Isaiah 6:1-7:25
2 Corinthians 11:16-33
Psalm 54:1-7
Proverbs 23:1-3

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading
Sunday       Monday             Tuesday      Wednesday
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Ecclesiastes 10:1-12:14
2 Corinthians 8;1-15
Psalm 49:1-20
Proverbs 22:20-21

Song of Solomon 1:1- 4:16
2 Corinthians 8:16-24
Psalm 50:1-23
Proverbs 22;22-23

Ecclesiastes 7:1-9:18
2 Corinthians 7:8-16
Psalm 48:1-14
Proverbs 22:17-19

Ecclesiastes 4:1-6:12
2 Corinthians 6:14-7:7
Psalm 47:1-9
Proverbs 22:16

Prayer Requests
• Pray for the people and communities impacted by Hurricane Harvey.
• This week we are praying specifically for our sister church at Glen Iron, 

PA. David Walter is the pastor.
• Continue to pray for:

• Special requests for those on our hearts, especially David, Christopher, 
Dan, Sean, Larry, and Byron. 

• Christians in danger all over the world.
• The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with hungry 

hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.
• Missionaries: Nichole Barr, the Blackcalfs, the Billses, B. Fay, the 

Davises, the Flings, the Himelicks, the Mayles, the Millses, R. 
Moulton, the D. Shermans, J. Sherman, and the T. Shermans.

• Our young people – schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Safety and protection for our Armed Forces.
• The serious conditions in some of our cities at present, and our 

President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make 
righteous choices.

• Pray for these physical need requests:
• Sophie Mills, Carol Coltrain, Jenae P., Rylan V., Noel & Betty Scott, 

the Moak family, Elaine Bates, Jen K., Tom S., Greg Davis, Paulette 
Fay, Mike F., Duane and Dorothea Maxey. 

• From Early Woodland:
• Barbara S., Wayne, Brenda, Joyce

Notes:

Other announcements  
& prayer requests

Pilgrim Holiness Church, Rt. 145, Middleburgh, New York
Richard W. Owens, Pastor                 Telephone 827-5241

www.nyphc.org
www.facebook.com/nyphc 

September 3, 2017
A National Day of Prayer

for the victims of Hurricane Harvey

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

The Apostle Paul urged in the book of I Timothy “that requests, prayers, 
intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone.” All are welcome 
to come with us before the Throne of Grace and to seek the help of 
God for our fellow Americans in trouble. Blessings on one and all.

Call To Worship
In our day of trouble, when we are weary and our souls refuse to 
be comforted, 
we will call to mind God’s promise of hope. 
In our day of trouble, when the clouds pour out water, the skies 
thunder, and we tremble with fearful disbelief, 
we will be reminded of God’s power to save. 
In our day of trouble, when chaos and destruction surround us, 
we will meditate on God’s mighty deeds and praise Him.
In our day of trouble, when we seek rest and healing, 
we will remember the saints who took refuge in God. 
On this day of prayer for those in our nation who are 
overwhelmed by catastrophe,
we will seek the Lord in humility and worship.


