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Why do sheep have shepherds? Because it is the nature of 

sheep to stray and get in harm's way, whether that be from 

hungry wolves or steep canyons. For centuries, shepherds 

have used various methods—from staff to dog—to keep sheep 

from straying from the safety of their care.

In recent times, shepherds have turned to other, more 

sophisticated, methods. One method is a metal, hoof-proof 

grid that is built into the ground around the sheep's territory. 

The animals cannot walk over the grid, which is eight feet 

wide. This works well in keeping sheep in the protection of 

the pen.

But early in 2006, shepherds in Yorkshire, England, found 

that they had a group of sheep to care for that were not only 

stubbornly prone to stray, but also crafty. One of the sheep 

figured out a way to transgress the boundaries: it lay down 

and rolled over the grid. The other sheep in the herd followed 

the example of the stray leader, and soon the sheep had spread 

over the countryside and found their way to neighborhood 

gardens, where they ate the food and flowers of local 

residents.

The shepherds eventually gathered up the troublesome sheep 

and returned them to their pen. But again they escaped and 

got into trouble. And again. While the special knowledge of 

escape of this entire herd of "black" sheep may have seemed 

like an exciting adventure, it actually placed the animals into 

harm's way, as several sheep wandered onto nearby roads, or 

were accosted by local residents' dogs.

Thankfully, our Good Shepherd found another way to deal 

with stubborn, straying sheep. "We all like sheep have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD 

has laid on him [Jesus] the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6).

Jason Bellows, "The Great Sheep Escape," BBC online, (1-30-06); 
submitted by Brian Larson, Arlington Heights, Illinois
www.preaching today.com Used for non-profit publication by permission 

I am 
the Good Shepherd,
    and Know my Sheep,

and am Known
of Mine.
john 10:14



Notes:

Other announcements & 

prayer requests

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m.     Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.      Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s  Fellowship 10:00 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

• Welcome to David Fuller, who is speaking in today’s services in the 

absence of Pastor Owens. 

• May 23 - Monday 7:00 p.m. - Annual Business Meeting 

• JUNE 4 - 2:00 P.M. - DEDICATION OF OUR REBUILT CHURCH 

BUILDING

• June 12 - Pentecost

• June 17 - Conference-Wide Day of Prayer and Fasting

• June 19 - Trinity Sunday - Fathers Day

• June 30- July 10 - Victory Grove Camp

• July 11-12 - Annual Conference

We warmly greet all who have come to worship God. Your 

presence will enhance our worship experience and our fellowship 

together. Sincere thanks to each of you for your participation in the 

service. Blessings!

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

1 Samuel 24:1-25:44
John 10:22-42
Psalm 116:1-19
Proverbs 19

1 Samuel 26:1-28:25
John 11:1-54
Psalm 117:1-2
Proverbs 20

1 Samuel 29:1-31:13
John 11:55-12:19
Psalm 118:1-18
Proverbs 21

1 Samuel 22:1-23:29
John 10:1-21
Psalm 115:1-18
Proverbs 18

1 Samuel 17:1-18:4
John 8:21-30
Psalm 111:1-10
Proverbs 15

1 Samuel 18:5-19:24
John 8:31-59
Psalm 112:1-10
Proverbs 16

1 Samuel 20:1-21:15
John 9:1-41
Psalm 113:1-114:8
Proverbs 17
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www.nyphc.org

May 15, 2011

Fourth Sunday of Easter

PRAYER REQUESTS

• This week remember to pray for our sister church at Windsor.  There 

is no pastor. Paul Church is filling in as lay preacher.

• Continue to pray for the outcomes and goals that were established last 

month. God is not limited to revival services, but is still able to answer  

specific prayers.

• Continue to pray for:

• Neighbors, relatives, and friends on our hearts.

• Missionaries: B. Fay, the Mayles, the Orvises, the Millses, the 

Dendlers, the  J. Shermans, the D. Shermans, the Kurtenses, C. 

Hostetler, the Hunters, the Mussers, T. Kiser; and the Himelicks 

and others at VICM.

• Our young people.

• Our armed services personnel.

• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may 

make righteous choices.

• Pray for these requests from the Cobleskill church:

• Gloria, Gladys M., Bruce, Joan

• Pray for these recent physical need requests:

• Bill Ford’s mother and sister, Linda M., Janet Albertson, 

Edward O’Shea, Tony Hoos, George Bates, Kathy Moltzen, 

Margie, Karen C., Raymond Ford,  Mrs. Schindle, Kent E., Bob 

Gokey, Randy  S., B. Bidwell, Judy (Ford) Scheidler, Mary E., 

Sarah Lawton, Judy Williams, Sandy Griesemer and her mother 

• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of 

hospitalization, or would like a home visit.

[Jesus said] I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly.
I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.
As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd.
For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.
John 10:10, 14-16, I Peter 2:19-25


