
A few years ago the Russians sent a submarine under the 
arctic ice at the north polar cap and ordered it to dive about 1.5 miles 
to the ocean floor. Under the freezing sea, on top of the world, they 
planted the Russian flag in the goo.

In so doing, they let the world know that they, too, had a 
stake in the development of the arctic region. It didn't just belong to 
Canada, the United States, Sweden, Norway and others. Russia 
intends to be an active player in the science, research and 
development of the snow zone. 

It was a bold move. It recalled to some how the Americans 
went to the moon, hit a golf ball with a 7-iron and then stuck Old 
Glory in the moon dust. But not even the Americans regarded this as 
a territorial claim.

Sometimes, however, we need to drive a stake in the ground. 
We need to claim some new ground, or reclaim some lost ground. In 
the Old Testament, there's a story about Caleb, one of the elders of 
Israel, who - when everyone else was choosing fertile pasture for 
their inheritance - eschewed the easy route, and pointed to a 
mountain and said, “I'll take that!”

Do you have a mountain that needs claiming? Is there an 
area in your life that has somehow slipped away? It might take a 
little huffing and puffing to get it back, but we know it's the right 
thing to do. 

Perhaps that's what the hymn writer had in mind when he 
wrote,  “I'm pressing on the upward way, / New heights I'm gaining 
every day; / Still praying as I onward bound, 'Lord, plant my feet on 
higher ground.' Lord, lift me up and let me stand, / By faith, on 
heaven's tableland, / A higher plane than I have found;/ Lord, plant 
my feet on higher ground.”

O God, sometimes I choose the easy way. I've lived a lot of years, 
and the thought of climbing a “mountain” seems beyond my 
capability. Give me strength and courage to reclaim my spiritual life, 
the things I've lost, and give me the discipline to keep the things I've 
gained. 
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Third Sunday in Lent

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad that you have come to 

worship. Remembering that in God's will there is perfect peace, let 

us joyfully seek guidance from our Creator. Blessings on you all!

Call  to Worship

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him 

while he is near;

Let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous

 their thoughts;

Let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For His thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are our

 ways His ways.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are His ways 

higher than our ways and His thoughts than our thoughts.

Because His steadfast love is better than life, our lips will 

praise Him.

So we will bless Him as long as we live; we will lift up our 

hands and call on His name.
—from Isaiah 55:6-9;Psalm 63:3,4

Announcements 

• The second offering this morning is our monthly Building Repair 

offering.

• Community choir rehearsal today  from 2 to 3:30ish at the 

Middleburgh Reformed Church Hall.

• March 10 - Daylight Savings Time Begins

• March 15 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Amsterdam

• March 24 - Palm/Passion Sunday  - Communion Sunday

• March 25-30 - Holy Week

• March 29 - 7:00 p.m. - Community Good Friday Service at the 

Middleburgh Reformed Church

• March 30 - Pageant practice for Easter service

• March 31 - EASTER. A special self-denial offering for 

Conference Home Missions, to help spread the gospel in pagan 

America, will be received. Pray and plan now what to give.

Leviticus 27:14-
-Numbers 1:54
Mark 11:1-26
Psalm 46:1-11
Proverbs 3

Numbers 2:1-3:51
Mark 11:27-12:17
Psalm 47:1-9
Proverbs 4

Numbers 4:1-5:31
Mark 12:18-37
Psalm 48:1-14
Proverbs 5

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

Exodus 26:1-27:21
Matthew 25:1-30
Psalm 31:1-8
Proverbs 7

Exodus 28:1-43
Matthew 25:31-26:13
Psalm 31:9-18
Proverbs 8

Exodus 29:1-30:10
Matthew 26:14-46
Psalm 31:19-24
Proverbs 9

Exodus 23:14-25:40
Matthew 24:29-51
Psalm 30:1-12
Proverbs 6
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Prayer Requests

• Our sister church to pray for this week is Sayre, Pennsylvania. The 

pastor is John Musser, Sr..

• Pray for revival in our church and community.

• Continue to pray for:

• Special requests for neighbors, relatives, and friends on our 

hearts, especially Leonard H., Rowan S., and Annette F.

• Rachel Owens’s need for a regular ride to her ministry at 

Freedom Chapel.

• Missionaries: B. Fay, C. Hostetler, the Hunters, the Kisers, 

the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses , the Mussers, the D. 

Shermans, the  J. Shermans; and the Himelicks and others  

at VICM.

• Our young people, those in school, at work, and those who 

need  jobs.

• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC

• Our armed services personnel.

• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may 

make righteous choices.

• Pray for these physical need requests:

• L. Brown, Sarah Himelick, Aista, Susan Ford, Dan Heckman,  

Sandy Griesemer and her mother, Ada, Jadine & David 

Young, Mike Fuller, Dick Bunzey, Ed Snyder, Claire Tolan,  

Duane Maxey, Michael Wright, Clayton Jones.

• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of 

hospitalization, or would like a home visit.


