
The Craving We Need

Ben Patterson, a campus pastor, speaks in Deepening Your 
Conversation With God of his habit of rising early to be in 
solitude. He says that in all honesty, he gets up not to 
achieve an elite level of spiritual athleticism; he gets up 
because it is so good and pleasant to do so. He can hardly 
call it a discipline anymore. "It is so delicious, so ineffably 
sweet to hear the Lord, the Good Shepherd speak, or even to 
hope that he might," he says. It isn't so much that God 
speaks directly during those times; rather, the stillness 
prepares Patterson to be alert to those whispers and nudges 
he might receive as he drives his car or walks across campus.

"You must crave pure spiritual milk so that you can grow 
into the fullness of your salvation," wrote Peter (1 Peter 2:2), 
implying our spiritual maturity hinges on our acquiring this 
craving. So how do we gain a longing for spiritual food? Our 
desire for scripture begins through an act of our will. We 
choose to set aside time to read and meditate regularly. We 
do what we would do if we had a consuming hunger to know 
Him better.

Strong desires begin small - and how easy it is to quench 
small desires simply by ignoring the wooing of the Spirit. 
Desire cannot be forced, but even a little desire can be 
encouraged to grow stronger, like a spark fanned into full 
flame. Our first step is to tell God humbly and truthfully of 
our desire to fellowship with Him. Then we follow the ideas 
He brings.

Thank You, Father, for being so eager to meet with us 
regularly that You ensure our ability to spend time with You 
when we deliberately choose to listen to You.

—Aletha Hinthorn, Director of “Come to the Fire” Ministries

"The law from your mouth is more precious to me than 
thousands of pieces of silver and gold" (Psalm 119:72)

Notes:
Sermon Text 

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)

Enter to Worship. Depart to Serve.
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The Lord shall guide thee 

continually,
 and

satisfy thy soul...
Isaiah 58:11

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Come-to-the-Fire/176389812548894?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Come-to-the-Fire/176389812548894?ref=br_rs


Call to Worship 
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord!
Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving;
let us shout joyfully to him with psalms.

For the Lord is the great God,
and the great King above all gods.

In his hand are the deep places of the earth;
the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it;
and his hands formed the dry land.

Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

—Psalm 95:1-7 (NKJV)

Notes:
Other announcements  

& prayer requests
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We’re delighted to welcome all who have come to worship the Lord in 
spirit and in truth. May we all be encouraged as we open ourselves to 
God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.

Prayer Requests

• This week we are praying especially for our sister church at Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. Stephen Smith is the pastor.

• Revival in our church and community.
• Alison Plourde, aged 22, passed away Friday. Pray for comfort and healing 

for the family members and the Massena church people.
• Continue to pray for:

• Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Mary  and Shawn.
• The village of Middleburgh, that we will reach people with hungry 

hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.
• Missionaries and Mission leaders: the Blackcalfs, B. Fay, Pasteur 

Duvoçois, C. Hostetler, L. Hunter, the Kisers, the Kurtenses, the 
Mayles, the Millses, R. Moulton, the Mussers, the D. Shermans, the J. 
Shermans; and the Himelicks and others  at VICM.

• Our young people - schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Our armed services personnel.
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may make 

righteous choices.
• Pray for these physical need requests:

D. Heckman, Kathy M., Regina Ford, Inga, Doug Canfield, G. 
Bartholomew, Rose, Chris Polack, Jim Marquit, Charles & Thelma 
Heckman, B. & H. Komornick, Robert Owens, D. Durfee, Sandy 
Griesemer and mother, Mike Fuller, Duane and Dorothea Maxey. 

Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization, or 
would like a home visit.

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

Exodus 35:10-36:38
Matthew 27:32-66
Psalm 34:1-10
Proverbs 13

Exodus 37:1-38:31
Matthew 28:1-20
Psalm 34:11-22
Proverbs 14

Exodus 39:1-40:38
Mark 1:1-28
Psalm 35:1-16
Proverbs 15

Leviticus 1:1-3:17
Mark 1:29-2:12
Psalm 35:17-28
Proverbs 16

Exodus 32:1-33:23
Matthew 26:69-27:14
Psalm 33:1-11
Proverbs 11

Exodus 34:1-35:9
Matthew 27:15-31
Psalm 33:12-22
Proverbs 12

Exodus 30:11-31:18
Matthew 26:47-68
Psalm 32:1-11
Proverbs 10

Exodus 29:1-30:10
Matthew 26:14-46
Psalm 31:19-24
Proverbs 9
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Announcements
•Our second offering this morning is for the Ministerial Benevolence Fund.
• February 17 - 6:00 p.m. - Winter Banquet. We would like to have an 

approximate count  in order to plan appropriately. If you would like to 
contribute a dish, there is a sign-up sheet in the foyer for potluck items. 
See Rachel Owens for more details.

• February 21 - 7:30 p.m. - Zone Rally at Stone Ridge. Stephen Smith will 
be speaking.

• March 6–8 - Outreach and Bus Convention at Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 
Those who can attend will find inspiration and encouragement. If you are 
interested in car-pooling, see Mrs. Owens.

Make our minds receptive to your Word, Lord. Help us to hear it, 
spiritually to digest it, and to live by it.


