
Notes:
Sermon Text 

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)

PH
O

TO
: R

D
O

  1
1-

26
-2

01
6

 It may be recalled that the Jews during Jesus’ time were 
aware of certain prophetic clues that would help them 
understand who the promised Messiah was and when he would 
arrive. That the Messiah would come from the root, or ‘stump 
of Jesse,’ is one such example.
 Jesse was the father of King David (Ruth 4:22, 1 
Samuel 16). God promised a savior as early  as Genesis 3:15. 
Later, the promise was refined and of the 12 tribes of Israel, 
Judah was selected (Genesis 49:10). This prophecy in Isaiah 
narrows it further, to one family within the line of Judah: 
Jesse’s. And Jesse’s line was no ordinary line. His was a royal 
line, the line of David.
 By the first century, Jews were on the lookout for signs 
of the Messiah, and it was emphasized that Jesus met the 
requirements. For example, the importance of Jesus’ lineage 
and birthplace are given positions of prominence in the Gospel 
of Matthew (Matthew 1-2).
 In AD 70 Jerusalem and its temple was destroyed and 
there followed a great dispersion of the Jews. In a Divine 
Irony, this monumental event wiped out many of the ways the 
Jewish people could have recognized the Messiah. One 
wouldn’t be able to verify  that someone was in the line of 
Judah, or from Bethlehem, etc. There can be no other 
candidates for the Messiah because their credentials can’t  be 
tested. If it is not Jesus, it is no one.
 Many Jews today no longer look for a warrior-king, but 
have different  ideas. For example, some suggest that the state 
of Israel itself could be the Messiah.
—© Athanatos Christian Ministries

The Root of Jesse
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December 4, 2016
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

With so many holiday events upon us, we are thankful to come together on 
this second Sunday of Advent. May you be blessed with the peace of 
Christ today. Welcome!

Prayer Requests
• This week we are praying specifically for our sister church in           

Lisbon, OH. At present Tom Jones is acting pastor.
• Continue to pray for: 

• Special requests for those on our hearts, especially Ryan S.; 
Maree; Christopher; and Geoffrey & Shirley O. and son.

• Christians in danger all over the world. 
• The village of Middleburgh, that  we will reach people with 

hungry hearts and have fruitful results in our ministry.
• Missionaries: the Blackcalfs, the Billses, B. Fay, the Davises, 

the Flings, the Mayles, the Millses, R. Moulton, the D. 
Shermans, J. Sherman; and the Himelicks and T. Shermans 
(VICM).

• Our young people – schoolwork, jobs, and life decisions
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Safety and protection for our Armed Forces.
• Our President-elect, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they 

may make righteous choices.
• Pray for these physical need requests:

• Sally Sebo, Patricia Case, Theo, Jen K., Thelma Heckman, 
Marie R., Kathy M., Larry Thomas, Tom S., Denise Johnsen 
(and family), Greg Davis, Stephen Mills (Cincinnati), Mark 
Vosburgh, Paulette Fay, Robert  Owens, Mike F., Duane and      
Dorothea Maxey. 

• From Early Woodland:
•Natasha, Barb

• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of hospitalization, 
or would like a home visit.

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m. Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

I was glad when they said to me,
"Let us go to the house of the Lord."
Here we gather, in this place,
We pray for the peace of your people, for Jerusalem, O Lord.
May the peace of God fill our hearts and our world,
As we journey toward the return of the One who brings peace!
—from Psalm 122

Call To Worship 

Announcements
• Our second offering this morning is for the building maintenance fund 

(for the parsonage roof).
• 5:30 p.m. each Sunday - Christmas choir practice
• December 16 - Conference-Wide Day of Prayer and Fasting. In the 

spirit of the conference emphasis on increased prayer, the church will 
be open at noon for a special prayer time. 

• December 16-17 - Conference Night of Prayer
• December 18 - 7:00 p.m. Choral Christmas Service - 

  The Hope and The Glory

• December 21 - 6:30 p.m. Caroling in the community
• December 25 - Christmas - There will be no Sunday School, but we 

will have the 11:00 a.m. service. The Candlelight Service will be at 
7:00 p.m. 

Hosea 10:1-14:9
Jude 1:1-25
Psalm 127:1-5
Proverbs 8

Joel 1:1-3:21
Revelation 1:1-20
Psalm 128:1-6
Proverbs 9

Amos 1:1-3:15
Revelation 2:1-17
Psalm 129:1-8
Proverbs 10

Amos 4:1-6:14
Revelation 2:18-3:6
Psalm 130:1-8
Proverbs 11

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

Sunday       Monday             Tuesday      Wednesday

OT
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Thursday          Friday                       Saturday  Sunday

Hosea 4:1-5:15
2 John 1:1-13
Psalm 125:1-5
Proverbs 6

Hosea 6:1-9:17
3 John 1:1-15
Psalm 126:1-6
Proverbs 7

Hosea 1:1-3:5
1 John 5:1-21
Psalm 124:1-8
Proverbs 5

Daniel 11:36-12:13
1 John 4:1-21
Psalm 123:1-4
Proverbs 4

The Christmas card mail sorter is up for “special delivery”. We suggest that the money 
you save on postage be donated to missions or another worthy project. 
Anyone who is interested in helping decorate the church with poinsettias for this special 
season is welcome to do so either by purchasing and bringing them in, or contributing 
to their purchase price. Make sure to tell Merylin Ellis or Mrs. Owens if you are 
donating them in honor or remembrance of someone special.


