
I shall not pass this way again

I read about a group of nuns who were given a vacation trip through 
the Rocky Mountains where they had never been before. They were 
filled with awe as they marveled at the wonder of the many miles of 
majestic mountains. However, every time they stopped to enjoy the 
view, one particular nun would slip away by herself. So on one 
occasion the other nuns decided they would follow her to see what she 
was up to. They watched her as she walked into the gully. She bent 
down and reached under a sizable rock, and then turned the rock 
upside down. She brushed her hands and turned around to walk back up 
the trail. When she looked up, the entire Order  was watching her. 

“Margaret, what are you doing?” they asked.

“I'm turning over a rock,” she replied.

“Do you do that every time?” they asked.

She answered, “Yes.”

“Why do you do that?”

She replied: “Because I will never pass this way again, and it's my 
intent to have made a difference while I was here. So I turn some 
rocks over so that this place is different because I passed here.”

A little amusing perhaps, but seriously, I want to make a 
difference—for time and eternity—as I pass through the journey of 
life! I don't think any of us wants to have lived in vain. The best and 
ultimate way I know to make a difference is to make myself available 
for God to use every day of my life. 

We are not all called to be homemakers, doctors, bakers, dressmakers, 
preachers, communicators, or whatever—but we are all called to be 
faithful and when we make ourselves available to God every day, be 
assured, he will use us to make a big difference in the lives of the 
people he brings across our path. 

As Stephen Grellet so eloquently put it: “I expect to pass through this 
world but once. Any good thing, therefore, that I can do or any 
kindness I can show to any fellow human being let me do it now. Let 
me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.”
—Richard Innes
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Notes:

Sermon Text 

Subject

Spiritual “To Do List”
(things God has shown me today)
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Enter to Worship;   Depart to Serve

Every place that 
the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 

that have I given unto you. 
Joshua 1:3
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Notes:
Other announcements & 

prayer requests

SERVICES — SUNDAY: Sunday School 10:00 a.m.     Morning Worship 11:00 a.m
Cobleskill 4:00 p.m.      Evening 7:00 p.m. — WEDNESDAY: Midweek Service 7:00 p.m.

— FRIDAY: Women’s  Fellowship 10:30 a.m.

PRAYER REQUESTS
•  Pray for those families and communities devastated by Irene and 

Lee, as well as those who are helping in the relief work.
• Pray for revival in our church and community.
• Continue to pray for:

• Neighbors, relatives, and friends on our hearts.
• Missionaries: B. Fay, the Dendlers, C. Hostetler, the 

Hunters, T. Kiser, the Kurtenses, the Mayles, the Millses, 
the Mussers, the Orvises, the D. Shermans, the  J. 
Shermans; and the Himelicks and others at VICM.

• Our young people - those at school and those needing jobs.
• Bible Colleges - GBS, PVBI, AWC, UBC, HSBC
• Our armed services personnel.
• Our President, Congress, and Supreme Court, that they may 

make righteous choices.
• Pray for these recent physical need requests:

• T. Crater, David Fay, Sandy M., Kathy S., Regina (Jean) 
Ford, Ed Snyder, Edward O’Shea, Kathy Moltzen

• Long-term physical requests:
• Melissa Wigger, Sandy Griesemer and her mother, Duane 

Maxey, Michael W., Clayton J.
• Please let us know of anyone who is ill, facing a time of 

hospitalization, or would like a home visit.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Conference President Emeritus Donald Myers will be speaking in 

our services today.
• The second offering this morning is our monthly Building 

Repair offering. 
• January 8 - Communion Sunday - Epiphany Sunday
• January 13-15 - Midwinter Youth Convention at Pineview 

Community Church in Albany
• Planning ahead - The 2012 Interchurch Holiness Outreach and Bus 

Convention will be held at Lebanon, Pennsylvania March 6–8, 
2012. Those of us who went to this the last time it was held in 
Pennsylvania were well blessed and rewarded for going. Will you 
join with us as we go again  this year?

We welcome you with sincere joy on this first Sunday of the new 
year! Let us follow the instructions of the old verse: “Take time to 
be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; Abide in Him always, and feed 
on His Word; Make friends of God's children, help those who are 
weak, Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.”

Suggested Daily Scripture Reading

Genesis 11:1-13:4
Matthew 5:1-26
Psalm 5:1-12
Proverbs 5

Genesis 13:5-15:21
Matthew 5:27-48
Psalm 6:1-10
Proverbs 6

Genesis 16:1-18:15
Matthew 6:1-24
Psalm 7:1-17
Proverbs 7

Genesis 8:1-10:32
Matthew 4:12-25
Psalm 4:1-8
Proverbs 4

Genesis 1:1-2:25
Matthew 1:1-2:12
Psalm 1:1-6
Proverbs 1

Genesis 3:1-4:26
Matthew 2:13-3:6
Psalm 2:1-12
Proverbs 2

Genesis 5:1-7:24
Matthew 3:7-4:11
Psalm 3:1-8
Proverbs 3
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Sunday             Monday          Tuesday

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose
under the heaven.
Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old.
“Behold, I will do a new thing” [says the Lord]; “now it shall spring 
forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and
rivers in the desert.” 
This one thing [let us] do, forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before,
Press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.
Ecclesiastes 3:1; Isaiah 43:18, 19; Philippians 3:13-14

We have been excited to learn that at least two of the 
shoeboexes we filled for Operation Christmas Child have 
gone to Niger, at least two to Lesotho, and at least one box 
went to the Baltics/Balkans.


