Why we do the Lord’s Supper the way we Do.
Lk.22:7-20.  Pray.

I have not preached on the Lord’s Supper in a long time.  I know we read scriptures about it whenever we observe the ordinance but I ran across on old hand written sermon outline from back in August of 1981 when we had seven new members added to the congregation and I thought I would preach that message again.  I suppose there are some that think we are strange on this point as on others, so let us consider WHY we do it like we do.  We will look at it negatively and then positively.

FIRST WE SEE THE NEGATIVE VIEW.

1.  NOT TO BE SAVED. 


A. Baptism does not save and neither does Communion..
B. Some say it does or at least helps to save.  NOT SO!  The New Testament Ordinances in God’s House do not save any more than the Old Testament Ordinances in the Tabernacle and Temple did.  Heb.10:1-10.

2.  NOT TO PLEASE MEN.  

A. As it is with Baptism, so it is also with Communion.  It is true that when you do a good thing, good people will be pleased. (Church members, Godly friends and relatives, etc.).  However, that is not why we do it.  
B.  Neither should you do it to satisfy YOURSELF, or your curiosity.  1Cor.11:20-22.
3.  NOT TO MAKE OUR FLESH BETTER.  JN.3:6, Rom.8:8, and 7:18-25.
A. Some say the bread and wine turn into the actual flesh and blood of Christ.  That is not so either.  Christians are not cannibals nor are we vampires. The context of Christ’s words when He instituted the Lord’s Supper show clearly that He was speaking metaphorically in signs and symbols. 
B. He used the elements of the Passover meal (unleavened bread & wine) to give His congregation an ordinance where we can look back pictorially to Calvary and remember what He did for us according to the eternal purpose of God. 

C. There is little question about the unleavened bread element and there should not be any question about the wine element either.  Jesus called the drink element of the Lord’s Supper the Fruit of the Vine.  It was not grape juice.  It was wine.  There is no such thing as unfermented wine.  When the members of the congregation in Corinth became intoxicated, it was not from drinking grape juice.  1Cor.11:20-21.  
SECOND WE SEE THE POSITIVE VIEW.
1. WE DO IT TO OBEY THE LORD.   LK.22:19. 

A. Two words of Christ give us reason enough to do it.  He said, “This do…”

B. Everyone should repent and believe the gospel in salvation and then follow the Lord in biblical immersion and then remember His death in this beautiful Ordinance of the N.T. congregation where we are a member. 
2. WE DO IT TO REMEMBER THE LORD.  1Cor.11:25. 

A. We fall so short in our appreciation of Christ.  

B. He is worthy of our remembrance and He has asked us to remember Him this way.  
3. WE DO IT TO SHOW THE LORD’S DEATH.  1Cor.11:26. 

A. Again, the bread and wine are symbols of the broken body and shed blood of Christ.  His Death.  

B. Both Church Ordinances are preaching ordinances.  They tell of the only way of salvation in Christ and His Death, Burial and Resurrection. 
4. WE DO IT TO ANCITIPATE THE 2ND COMING.  1Cor.11:26.  “Till He come”. 

A. Baptism looks back to Christ’s death, burial & resurrection and also at our present new life for the Lord. 2Cor.5:17. 
B. Likewise, the Lord’s Supper looks back to His death but it also looks forward to His return and the blessed hope. (Not the tribulation) Tit.2:13. 
5. WE DO IT TO MAINTAIN A SPIRITUAL WALK.  1Cor.11:27-30. 

A. It is a solemn time of self-examination, confession of sin, & rededication of heart and life. 

B. It is NOT a time to pout and not take the supper thinking that your non-action will make you more spiritual because it will not.  

C. If there is something wrong in your life when the body is taking the supper, make it RIGHT.  Humble yourself in the Spirit of the Lord while the opportunity is there or else you might sink even lower spiritually.  
6. WE DO IT TO ENJOY LOCAL CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 1Cor.11:31-34.  

A. Saying discipline is a thing to be enjoyed sounds funny but it is true.  

B. We ought to be thankful for discipline when we endure it according to Heb.12:5-11.  

C. The members of the local congregation know each other best, we watch after one another, and yes, we judge ourselves so that the judgment of God does not fall upon us.  That is a good thing to enjoy. 1Cor.5:1-8.
D. The purpose is to keep the bride of Christ pure and win the erring ones back to the right path.  When disciplined members repent, they are joyfully and immediately reunited in the flock.  2Cor.2:5-9.

CONCLUSION:  These are reasons why we observe the Lord’s Supper the way we do.  Mainly, it is to do it the way God said to do in the scriptures.  However, before we close out the message, it is appropriate to remind ourselves that the Ordinances do not save.  They were given for certain reasons and salvation is NOT one of those reasons.  As lovely as it is to practice the Ordinances, we must go back to the cruel cross of Calvary to see what saves.  Hollywood at its best or at its worst cannot portray the agony and passion of Christ on that central day in human history when He paid the ultimate price that was required to save your unworthy soul.  Oh, my friend, there is where you must go if you are EVER to start doing things right in your life spiritually.  Repent of your sin and by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.  Then and only then can you even dream of doing things for God according to His will.  AMEN.  8-81, 4-87, 5-14. 
