What Is The Gospel?

1Thess. 2:1-9.

Four times in this short passage of scripture Paul refers to the Gospel.  Vs. 2, 4, and 8-9.  What is this thing called the Gospel?  Rom. 1:16, 1Cor. 15:1-4.  

I. A STORY.

1. The story of a fallen creature being re-created by the sovereign grace of God.  Eph. 2:8-10, 2Cor. 5:17.

2. When a person learns of the God of the Bible and how they have sinned against Him, they need the story of redemption through Christ.  2Cor. 5:18-21.

II. A DOCTRINE.

1. The doctrine of the Sovereignty of God and the Depravity of man.       Eph. 1:3-5, 2:1-5.

2. The Vicarious Atonement of Christ.  1Pet. 2:21-24.

3. Justification by Faith.  Rom. 4:3-5, 5:1.  

III. A PROMISE. 

1. The one who never lies tells us Christ is the answer.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.  Acts 16:30, Jn. 3:16, 36, 5:24.

IV. AN APPEAL.

1. The plea is turn from sin, self and Satan, and trust the true and living God, Jesus Christ.  Ezek. 33:1, Matt. 11:28, Isa. 55:6-7, 45:22. Look unto Me.

V.  AN ULTIMATUM.

1. It is a life or death thing.  Our Gospel is the ONLY way to life.  Jn. 14:6, Acts 4:12, 17:30, Lk. 13:3, Jn. 8:23-24, Rom. 6:23.

Conclusion:  Yes the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.  It is the good news of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection according to the scriptures.  It is the story of redemption.  It is the doctrine of salvation by the sovereign grace of God through the substitutionary death of Christ on the cross and the granting of FAITH to believe it unto salvation.  It is the sure promise of a God who cannot lie. It is a plea and even an ultimatum that says if you do not heed this Gospel you will die in your sins and go out into a Christ-less eternity to perish in everlasting torments.  Hear the Gospel today and repent.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Come to Him now by faith.  AMEN.  
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