Three Kinds of Church Members

Jn.6:70.  Pray.

I found some old sermon notes that I took 11-15-75 when Elder Carl Morton preached at the 25th Anniversary of Bible Baptist Church in Clarksville, Tennessee.  The title was “Three Kinds of Church Members.”  Our text is the first of three given on the subject.  We will get to the other two shortly.  All church members are described by these three examples in this sermon.  Judas is the church member Jesus was talking about in our text.  He was unsaved.  Let us consider the unsaved church member first and then we will move on to the other two kinds of church members as quickly as possible.
THE UNSAVED CHURCH MEMBER.  Jn.6:70.

1. The Unsaved member will serve as an officer but steal in the process. Jn.12:26.

2. The Unsaved member will kiss Jesus with his lips but hate him in his heart. Lk.22:48.

3. The Unsaved members are great in number.  Consider how many lost people are members of all that call themselves churches in the world.  It is a fearful number.  Many are blind leaders of the blind. Matt.15:12-14. 

4. Unsaved members don’t love the Lord or support His work.  Matt.15:8-9. 

A. They do not support physically.  Not faithful in all the services.   
B. They do not support financially.  Not tithers.  (Hobo to Heaven)

THE UNSPIRITUAL CHURCH MEMBER.  1Cor.3:1-4.

1. The Unspiritual members are weak as babies & cannot stand strong preaching. 

2. The Unspiritual members  are carnal & filled with envy, strife and division.
A. The Longforit family who want what others have earned.  (power&$) 

B. Sister Gertrude the Gossip & Brother Bill Dill Pickle. Never content. 
C. Brother Frank Farisee and Sister Ima Ginnit.  They will split a church over anything from an administrative procedure to the curtain colors.  

3. The Unspiritual members are hard to tell if they are saved.  They say they are and they might be but it is a shame when it is hard to know one way or the other.  I KNOW I am saved and I want others to know I am by my testimony.

4.   The Unspiritual members are often men followers. V.4.  Follow me as I follow Christ.  He is our example.  1Pet.2:21. 
THE UNCOMPROMISING CHURCH MEMBER.  Gal.6:1-3.
1. Uncompromising members care about fallen brethren.  
2. Uncompromising members are spiritual.  Strong in faith, the word & prayer. 

3. Uncompromising members have a spirit of meekness.  This is not weakness. 

4. Uncompromising members are helpers and keepers of the Royal Law. Ja.2:8

5. Uncompromising members are humble and not deceived.  
CONCLUSION:  Now that we have learned about the three basic different kinds of church members, it would do us all well to examine ourselves and see where we stand.  First – are you saved?  Do you know Jesus as your Savior?  Only then can you be a true church member.  Do others know you are saved?  Don’t be carnal.  Be spiritual.  Serve God His way, according to the pattern in the New Testament.  AMEN.  
