Things to Remember Without Ceasing
1Thess.1:3 and 1Cor.13:13.  Pray.

These two verses of scripture are what we might call sister verses.  They both talk about some Christian things that are some of the most important things in our service for the Lord.  They are things that will never go away.  No matter where you go in time or in space, if there are Christian people there, these things will be there.  They are things well worth remembering.  Let us think for a few moments today about “Things to Remember Without Ceasing.”  
I. REMEMBERING YOUR WORK OF FAITH.

1. It is a work.  Yes but not in order to get salvation.  It is because of salvation.  Tit.3:5. Eph.2:9. Matt.5:16. 2Tim.1:9. 
2. It is by faith. Eph.2:8 & 10.  Rom.3:27, 4:6, James 2:18-20.
3. You should never give up on your work of faith.  Tit.3:8&14.  
II. REMEMBERING YOUR LABOUR OF LOVE.

1. It is labour.  Work and labour are similar words that come from the same Greek root.  There is a labour that is a waste and one that endures. Jn.6:27-29.  We should forsake man centered labour and cling to Christ. Matt.11:28-30.  
2. It is true love.  The right labour is done with agape (true love).Matt.5:43-48.  True love isn’t erotic love which is mere lust. It isn’t phileo love which is man centered. It is a love that God gives.  Not all have it.  Jn.5:42.  8:42-45, 13:34-35. 
3. You should never give up on your labour of love.  Heb.6:10. 
III. REMEMBERING YOUR PATIENCE OF HOPE.  

1. It is steadfast enduring.  Patience and hope go together.  Biblical patience and hope is not fretfully doing nothing with the vain thought that something might or might not happen.  It is doing that which is right with full assurance that God will keep His word. James 5:7-8.  1Tim.6:11-12.
2. It is with full assurance.  Rom.5:1-2, 15:13-14, Eph.2:11-13, Phil.1:20. 
3. You should never give up on your patience of hope.  Col.1:21-23.
CONCLUSION:  If you look for it, you will see faith, hope and love mentioned together many times in the New Testament.  These are three things that will always be there in the life of a true believer.  1Cor.13:13. Repent and believe the gospel.  Christ came to save sinners.  He died, was buried and rose again that we might be saved.  He is the hope of the gospel and our full assurance of salvation.  He did it all according to the divine love of God and when we are saved by grace that love is shed abroad in our hearts. Rom.5:1-5. 
AMEN.  10/31/10.  

