The Two Calls of God
Rom 1:7   To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Many people claim to be called of God.  Some are called to preach and pastor, some are called to do mission work and church planting; some say that they are called to serve in the music ministry or some other area of service or ministry.  Let’s think for a few moments about the call to be saints.  This narrows the discussion down to the issue of salvation.  According to the Bible, a saint is simply a believer.  Sainthood is not a thing that is bestowed upon people by man or by ecclesiastical edict.  It is God that makes saints and He does so by His divine call according to our text.  Now, the Bible teaches that we are all totally depraved sinners and our only hope of salvation is that God would save us in spite of ourselves. God has indeed chosen to save an innumerable host of sinners and He gave them to His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who redeemed them according to the eternal purpose of God’s sovereign grace.  It is the Holy Spirit that calls sinners to be saints and there are two calls that are given in the work of calling God’s sheep into the fold.  Let us consider these two calls of God.
I.   
THE OUTWARD CALL.


1.  This call comes with the preaching of the gospel.  1Cor.15:1-4, Rom.1:16, Mk.1:14. 

2.  This call is an indirect call of the Spirit.  Acts 7:51-52. Rejecting preaching is sin.

3.  This call is a general call.  Matt.22:14, 28:18-20, Rev.22:17.  We are to preach to all. 

4.  This call by itself cannot save but brings with it responsibility.  Acts 17:30, 1Cor.2:14. 

5.  This call is genuine and sincere.  Sovereign grace never kept anyone out of heaven.  We don’t know who the elect are but we can preach to everyone knowing that God is still in the saving business and Christ is worthy to be trusted as Saviour.  1Tim.1:15.  
II.
THE INWARD CALL.

1. This call uses the word of God in bringing salvation.  1Thess.1:5, 2:13.
2. This call is a direct work of the Holy Spirit. Acts 16:14, 1Cor.1:26, 2Cor.4:16. 
3. This call is a particular call to a particular sinner.  Gal.2:20, Job 19:25.
4. This call is always effectual.  Heb.7:25, Dan.4:35, Ps.110:3. 
5. This call brings a sinner to sainthood according to God’s eternal plan. Rom.8:28-31. 
Conclusion:  We can see that for salvation, there are two calls of God that are absolutely necessary.  One is the outward call of the preaching of the inspired word of God and therefore is an indirect call through the means of human instrumentality.  This call can and is rejected by unregenerate sinners.  Another sad thing about this outward call is that it might be believed in vain.  Our depraved hearts can fool us into thinking by doing the outward things of religion we are saved but that is a deadly and eternal error.  However, Praise God, He can take the preached word of God and use it in a life giving way in our hearts and regenerate us.  This is called the new birth and it happens when the Holy Spirit gives us the rhema or spoken word or command of God and reveals to us the logos or Divine Expression ie: Christ.  Rom. 10:17, Jn.1:1, 14.  If you have never heretofore been sttled about your eternal destiny, let this be the time when you by the grace of God look by faith to Christ and trust Him and Him alone for your salvation.  AMEN.  8-10.  
