The Stones of Jordan
Matt.3:5-9.  Pray.

There is a famous quote from John the Baptist in our text where he told the religious leaders of his day that salvation is not a thing that comes by religious heritage or a good family tree. Salvation is a work of the sovereign grace and divine omnipotence of God.    Matthew Henry said that John might have pointed to the very stones that Joshua set up when the Children of Israel crossed the Jordan into the Promised Land.  Other commentators say he simply pointed to the pebbles on the ground by the river that day.  Some say he was speaking in symbolism to show that God could accomplish His will even by saving stonehearted Gentiles.  Others simply have nothing to say about the stones of Jordan mentioned here. So - there you go.  As I studied on this, I enjoyed going back to Joshua chapter four.  Old Testament stories like this should give us a greater love for history.  If you are a believer and do not appreciate history that much, let me remind you that the central theme of the Bible is Christ and that all historical events relate in some way to His Story.  Get it?  HIS STORY …  Let’s think for a few moments about the Stones of Jordan and notice three things.  
God takes care of His people.  Joshua 4:1-3.
1. He saves them from bondage.  Ex.12:51.  He saves us from slavery to sin. 
2. He provides for them in their pilgrimage.  Ex.16:32. Phil.4:19.
3. He directs them to do His will.  Jn.16:13. 
God teaches His people with memorials.  Joshua 4:4-9.
1. He had the stones be a reminder of His abiding grace. Josh.4:5.  
2. He had His people teach their little ones about God.  Josh.4:6-7. 
3. He had the ordinances of the N.T. congregation point back to Calvary. 

A. The Lord’s Supper shows Christ’s death.  1Cor.11:23-26.

B. Biblical Immersion shows the burial and resurrection. Rom.6:3-6.  

God times things perfectly.  Josh.4:10- 19.   
1. He waited until everything was finished. V.10. Jesus said, “It is Finished.”
2. He saw how the people did what He said to do. V.11-13.

3. He blessed His man in His time. V.14-17.

4. He held back the water until the priests were out.  V.17-19.  

Conclusion:  John the Baptist was a great man of God.  He was faithful to point people to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He said, “Behold the Lamb of God.”  He had the heart attitude that all Baptist preachers should have.  HE must increase I must decrease.  Joshua was a great man of God too.  His name is the Old Testament equivalent to Jesus.  When Joshua set up the Stones of Jordan Memorial, it taught us many things.  The most important thing any of us can learn is that we are hell-deserving sinners and Christ is the remedy for our sins.  Today is the day of salvation.  Turn in repentant faith to Christ and trust Him and Him alone for salvation from sin.  After trusting Christ for salvation, follow Him in biblical immersion and unite with one of His true N.T. Congregations.  AMEN.  
