The Righteousness of Saints
Revelation 19:8.  Pray.

Our text deals with a people that we believe can be identified as the Bride of Christ.  There is a lot that can be said on the topic of the Bride of Christ but for now we simply want to consider something about these Saints, whoever they are.  The thing that we want to consider for a few moments is the last phrase in this verse.  The fine linen given to those that are in the Bride of Christ represents “The Righteousness of Saints”.  There are three things that we want to look at as we think about how “The Righteousness of Saints” is Imputed, Implanted and Employed.  
I. IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.  What God gives to the elect.
1. This is looking at righteousness as God sees it.  James 2:23, Rom.5:19.
2. We have no righteousness but God can accredit us with it.  Jude 1:24-25.

3. A good example of imputation is in Philemon 1:15-19.  

4. Christ’s righteousness is imputed to believers.  1Cor.1:30, 2Cor.5:21, Phil.3:9, and Romans chapter four.  
II. IMPLANTED RIGHTEOUSNESS.  What the elect receive by grace. 
1. This is looking at righteousness as believers see it.  1Pet.2:21-25.

2. It is all of grace.  1Cor.15:9-10, 2Cor.8:1-2, 1Jn.3:1. Eph.2:8-10.
3. It is spiritual.  Rom.6:9-11, 7:14-22.  

III. EMPLOYED RIGHTEOUSNESS.  What the elect actually do in the world.  
1. This is looking at righteousness as the world sees it.  Matt.5:14-16.  

2. Man only sees the outward things.  Acts 9:36, 1Tim.2:8-10, 1Sam.16:6-7. 
3. Believers actually do good.  Titus 3:8, 2:1-6, 12.
CONCLUSION:  So we see that The Righteousness of Saints is that which God reckons or accredits to us in Christ by His sovereign grace and when he sees us, he sees the perfection of the sinless Son of God.  From the believer’s point of view, we understand that there is nothing good about us that we can offer to God but by His grace we receive His free gift of salvation in Christ and are enabled to do right in the Spirit even though we are weak in the flesh.  As far as the world is concerned, the only thing they can see is the outward appearance of things and in the case of all true believers; our testimony in the world is one of undeniable good works.  Oh lost sinner friend, turn to God today by His sovereign grace.  He is still in the saving business and He can save you now.  Look by faith to Christ and trust Him and Him alone for salvation.  Acts 16:30-31.  AMEN.
