	The Rational and Irrational Will of God
	


Scripture: Luke 5:1-11
Introduction: God has a specific will for your life. The Father wants His children to submit to Him in small issues and big issues. God’s commands often make sense to us but how about when they seem illogical? We must obey Him no matter what. God does not require us to understand His will, just obey it, even when it seems unreasonable 

I. Look at the example in our text.
A. Jesus told the fisherman to move into deep water and cast his nets in broad daylight (Luke 5:1-11). The common practice on the Sea of Galilee was to fish in the middle of the night and only in shallow water. As a result of his faithfulness, Peter’s catch was so large that he needed help to haul it in.

B. This miracle proved that Jesus was not simply an itinerant preacher. Peter, Andrew, James, and John left their nets and followed Him from that point on.

II. Look for a moment at how the will of God works. 
A.  Understand that God has a specific plan for your life. He does all things well.  
B. You may consider yourself unimportant, but no one is really insignificant when it comes to the will of God.  
C. The Father has equipped you to fulfill your calling. He will never call the unqualified. He will prepare and enable you to do what He has purposed you to do.  

D. The Lord reveals His will in small areas and larger ones. When you submit to God’s will in daily choices, it’s easy to obey Him when faced with bigger decisions.

III. Look at some Biblical Illustrations
A. God told Noah to build a huge boat. Noah may have wondered how he would pay for the building materials—or feared looking foolish to his friends and neighbors. Yet when the rain came pouring down and continued day after day, the naysayers were the ones who looked like fools (Gen. 6:13-22).

B. Jesus delayed traveling to the home of Mary and Martha when Lazarus was sick. Our Savior could easily have traveled to His friend’s home in time to save his life. Or He could have simply said the word and the man would have been healed. But by waiting, Jesus had the opportunity to raise Lazarus from the dead. The Son was able to glorify the Father and reveal His own power over the grave (John 11:1-46).

IV. Look at Personal Examples
A. After marrying sister Marion, I took a job with Boeing in 1966 and we moved to South Park.  God in His providence led us to the So. Park Assembly.   There we were grounded in sovereign grace and local church truth.  There was no way I could have learned these humanly objectionable truths in the church we went to in Tacoma.  God knew what He was doing even if we didn’t have a clue.  
B.  Meanwhile I changed jobs and went to work as a Building Operation Engineer at the Seattle Center.  It was on this job where I witnessed all the foolishness going on in the ministry by traveling religious shows that came through and I became burdened about standing for the truth and God called me to preach in September 1974.  I was the one that took a failing grade in English, rather than give an oral book report. Again, it didn’t make much sense that I should be a preacher but it was God’s will.  
C. I Knew I needed some Bible Schooling but - should I quit a good steady job with the City?  Yes.  We sold everything we could in a yard sale, packed what we could in our 1973 VW Bus and headed to Clarksville, Tn.   God took care of us miraculously until we returned to Tacoma in 1978 as Home Missionaries under the authority of the South Park Miss. Baptist Church.  
V. Look at how you discover the will of God.
A. Open His Word and start reading. The Spirit will lead you by bringing a passage of Scripture to your attention.  When I was wrestling with God’s call to come to my home town of Tacoma; I kept thinking – A preacher won’t be heard by his own people.  But God sent Carl Morton to preach a revival for us at Bible Baptist in Clarksville and God spoke to me in one of Bro. Morton’s sermons about the demoniac whom Jesus told, “Go home and tell what great things God hath done for you.”  
B. Ask God to speak to your heart. You may hear an answer quickly, or it might take time before you are ready to hear His voice.  He will answer in His way and His time.

C. Watch how the Lord works through circumstances. He can speak to us through opportunities as well as obstacles.  Remember how He prepared us to move from McKinley to here?  County hassles, abusive squatter, buyer out of the blue.  
D. Listen to godly counsel. Wise people will advise you with wisdom from God’s Word.  I’m so thankful for men like Glen Tweet, Harold Harvey, Garner Smith, Milburn Cockrell and many more.
Conclusion: Has God asked you to do something that seems unreasonable? Don’t argue with Him, don’t worry about what people will think, or rationalize that your way is better. His plans for you are the best. They often lead to tangible rewards. But more importantly, you will get a glimpse of who Jesus is—loving, merciful, and faithful. Nothing can compare to discovering and following the Father’s plan for your life.  AMEN.  8/10.  
