The Problem of Forgetfulness
Ps. 106:7-14.  Pray

Our text deals with the Nation of Israel in the wilderness wanderings.  One of the things we notice is how they forgot that God had marvelous mercy upon them in bringing them out of bondage.  Human nature hasn’t changed in the past few thousand years.  We seem to have the same problem of forgetfulness today, when it comes to the things of God.  Now, we know that everyone, at some time, has had a problem remembering something.  Sometimes there are things we wish we could forget but we can’t.  Israel is again another fine example of this.  Dt. 9:7.  Forgetting to live for God according to His word will create several occasions that will make you desire a “Do Over” later on in life.  But usually, our memory problems are merely a nuisance.  Such as, “Where did I leave that item that I need right now; why did I not bring it with me; or, what was that person’s name again?”  But there are times when remembering something is much more important than we realize.  The most important time to pay attention to forgetfulness is when it deals with spiritual things.  Notice three things.  
I. THE PROBLEM OF NATIONAL FORGETFULNESS.  
1. God deserves to be remembered in a nation.  Ps. 9:17, 50:22, 78:5-7.
2. Ancient Israel is an example to modern nations.  Dt.4:9, 6:12. 1Sam.12:9
3. Nations need to remember the moral standard of God’s word.  Dt.8:11-20.  
II. THE PROBLEM OF ECCLESIASTICAL FORGETFULNESS.

1. The House of God must be scriptural.  Ex.29:42-46, Dt.31:15, Josh.18:1.
2. Landmark patterns are the key to True Service.  Josh. 22:11-12, 16, 21-29.  

3. Some forget that they cannot usurp God’s house.  2Chron.26:14-18.  
4. False teachers want us to forget the truth.  Jer.23:26-35.  

5. Christ’s N.T. assembly is the only true way to serve today.  Matt.16:18.
6. True Congregations need to remember to stay true.  Rev.2:5.    

III. THE PROBLEM OF PERSONAL FORGETFULNESS.

1. Nations and Religions that forget God are in trouble, but what about YOU?  Judges.3:7, Prov.3:1, 2Tim.2:8-10, Eph.2:11-13.  
2. Congregations need to remember and stand in the truth.  Acts 20:30-32.  
3. The gospel must be remembered.  Lk.24:6-8,
4. The ordinances must be remembered.  They help us to remember things correctly and as always, there is Godly order.

A. After salvation comes baptism.  Believers only may be immersed and that only by proper authority.  Matt.28:18-20. 

B. After baptism comes the Lord’s Supper.  Lk.22:17-20. 
CONCLUSION:  Certainly we long to see our nation turn back to God.  What a blessing it would be if the true congregations in our land would begin to grow and prosper spiritually again as they did when the principles of God’s word were held up as that which is the right way.  But for here and now, our prayer is that the unsaved hearing this word might be granted eyes to see with and ears to hear with and grace to repent and believe the glorious gospel of God’s saving grace in Christ alone.  AMEN.  9-10.  
