The Master’s Market

Rev.3:18.    Pray. 

Our text is counsel from the Lord Himself to one of the seven local congregations mentioned in the early chapters of the book of Revelation.  Some like to spiritualize the teachings of Christ as He spoke to the seven congregations and have some forceful arguments saying these seven congregations represent different times and periods throughout the “Church Age”.  We might gain some helpful things from these spiritual applications. There is no doubt that scripture has a lot of symbolism but my preference is to focus on the literal meaning of words as much as possible.  It is good when we can apply literal lessons from the Bible to our own case both spiritually and practically speaking.  I believe every true New Testament Congregation of Christ can learn from what Jesus taught the seven congregations of Asia.  Many times the teaching given to a local congregation may be applied to the individual believer’s life.  Ordinarily we do not think of Christ as a salesman but He is offering to sell something in our text.  Let us take a trip to The Master’s Market and consider three things He would have us buy as individual believers and as a congregation in the Laodicean Period of the “Church Age”.  
GOLD TRIED IN FIRE.  Rev.3:18.
1. How wealthy do you think you are? Lk.12:16-21.
2. Do not trust in worldly wealth.  Lk.18:22-28.
3. Invest in the gold of heavenly treasures.  Matt.6:19-21.
4. This counsel is for true churches and true believers. 1Cor.6:19-20.
WHITE RAIMENT.  Rev.3:18.
1. How white is your raiment?  Rev.7:9-10.
2. Do not trust in the righteousness of human origin. Isa.64:6.
3. Receive God’s gift, yes, but be willing to buy the truth and sell it not. Pr.23:23 

4. This counsel is for true churches and true believers.  1Cor.3:16-17. 
EYE SALVE.  Rev.3:18.  
1. How well can you see? Ezek.12:2. 
2. Do not look with carnal eyes of the flesh but with the eye of faith. Rom.5:1-2.
3. Trust God to show you spiritual truth all around you. 2Kings 6:15-17. 
4. This counsel is for true churches and true believers.  2Cor.6:16, Eph.2:20-22. 
CONCLUSION:  All these things are greatly needed in the life of every true believer and in the ministries of every true New Testament Congregation.  Oh, but what about that one who is still outside the safety of Christ?  If that is you dear sinner friend, take a trip with us to The Master’s Market.  There is always mercy and grace to be found there and yes, it is always freely given at the cost of another.  Isa.55:1-2.  It is time to turn away from where you are going and come with us.  Numbers 10:29.  Take a quick inventory.  Where is your treasure?  Repent and believe God.  What covering do you have for your sin?  Claim the blood of Christ by the grace of God and be saved.  Turn from the carnal things of this world.  Do not look or listen to frail human philosophy and false teachings but look by faith to Calvary and see by His grace how Christ is the answer to your every need.  Come today.  Come now.  AMEN.  
