The Makings of Strong Christians
Philippians 2:13-16.  (Pray)

Let us think now about what it takes to make someone into a strong Christian.  What we need in our congregations and in our land today are Christians that are not “hope-so, say-so” Christians, but “know-so, do-so” Christians.  Christians that have God working in them giving them the character they need to stand for the truth when all others are against it.  They are students that will stand up for their convictions even if it will jeopardize their standing with faculty and fellow students.  They are employees and employers that will serve with integrity even though they know their colleagues resent it.  They are preachers and laymen in congregations that continue to preach the “Whole Counsel of God” despite being scorned by other denominations or possibly even being slapped with a law suite.  Christians like this are the unsung heroes of our faith.  We need more of them in our land today.  Of course it is God that gives them the grace and the character they need to live by faith like they do but one study of these kinds of Christians revealed certain character traits that they all have in common.  Let’s look at them.
I. They know the power of prayer and fasting. 
1. The fervent prayer of the righteous is effectual. James 5:13-16. 
2. The fasting with prayer adds power.  Matt.17:15-21.
II. They can recite large portions of scripture and hymns.

1. They faithfully study the Bible. 2Tim.2:15, 1Pet.3:15, Acts 17:11, 

      Ps.119:11, 48-5.
2. They favor Godly music.  Eph.5:19, Col.3:16, 1Chron.25:6-7, Ps.32:7, Isa.38:20.
III. They count it an honor to suffer for the cause of God and Truth.

1. Dietrich Bonnhoeffer, a preacher when Germany was being Nazified, said, “When God calls a man, He bids him come and die.”  He practiced what he preached; standing up against the horrors of Hitler; at the age of thirty-nine he was hanged for treason against the Third Reich.
2. Some bible examples: Heb.11:24-25, Dan.3:16-18, Acts 4:8-20.
IV. They believe that suffering for Christ is normal for Christians. 

1. Rom.8:17-18, 1Cor.4:11-16, Phil.1:29, 2Tim.2:12, 2Tim.3:12, 1Pet.2:20-21, 1Pet.3:12-17, 1Pet.4:15-19, and Rev.2:10-11.  
Conclusion:  Strong Christians are those that have quality Christian character traits.  They do not blend in that well with the worldly status quo.  This is what is needed to authenticate the Christian message today. As Bible believers, we are living in enemy territory.  We must help one another to know how to represent Christ in a hostile environment.  We must be able to back up our words and our doctrine by our lives and our love of Christ.  I call on you today, if you are unsaved, to repent of your sins and by faith trust Christ alone as your personal Saviour.  If you are a believer, make sure you are following Him in true Biblical order.  Be a publicly identified member of one of His true New Testament congregations and exercise your gifts in and through that local body of Christ.  AMEN.  
