The Golden Rule
Matt.7:12.  (Pray)

This verse is the Golden Rule.  Many people have heard of it and some like to joke about it saying things like, “Do unto others before they do it unto you.”  I believe it is a good rule to follow just as it is.  Back when I was on the job, I had to attend a leadership and communication class at work and they talked about the different styles of social interaction people have.  They said there are four main styles.  They are the driver, the expressive, the amiable and the analytical.  It reminded me of Tim LeHaye’s book on “The Spirit Controlled Temperament.”  The point in Tim’s book was none of the four main personality types is bad.  They all have strong and weak points but the important thing for the Christian is to yield to the Holy Spirit no matter what personality type you are.  Anyway, one of the things that the instructor did in the class was to modify the Golden Rule and use what she called the Platinum Rule, “Do unto others what THEY want you to do.”  That never did set well with me.  I don’t believe you can improve on the inspired word of God.  Consider three things as we think about this.
I.
People don’t know what is best for themselves.

1.  Children don’t know what is best for themselves.


A.  Give me sweets and candy all the time.  Don’t make me eat my 


veggies.  Let me have toys that might hurt me.  Don’t force me to do my 


homework.  Don’t force me go to bed on time.  Don’t force me to go to 


church. Let me watch and listen to ungodly material.  Don’t tell me what 


kind of friends to have.  Let me ruin my reputation if I want to.




(1) Don’t give children what THEY want.  Give them what you 



would want if you were them.  You generally know what is best in 



the long run and they will understand and thank you later.




(2) Prov.22:6, 1:8-9, 4:1-2, 2Tim.3:15.

2.  Lost People don’t know what is best for themselves.  



A.  The lost often try to practice the golden rule by giving you booze, 


dope, pornography or some other hurtful thing.



B.  The lost want you to give them things of the world, flesh and devil.  




(1) They don’t want the truth of God, holiness & the like.




(2) They don’t know what true love, joy & peace really is.




(3) Prov.1:10-16, Gal.5:19-25.  

II.
People are better off keeping God’s law not man’s innovations. 


1.  Matt.22:37-40, Gal.5:14, 1Tim.1:15-8.  

III.
People can only keep the Golden Rule if they are saved.


1.  Lk.6:31 is Luke’s version.  Note v.20, it is written to disciples.

2.  Consider the context of Lk.6:27-36.  


3.  Only Christians can do these things as led and empowered by the Spirit of 
Christ.

Conclusion:  If you are lost, God grant to you repentance & faith.  If saved, let us fight the good fight of faith together by His grace.  Be biblically immersed and unite with this true New Testament congregation.  Serving God according to His word is the way you do it.  Serving God in His house is the place you do it.  Service always follows salvation.  Eph.2:8-10.  AMEN.  10/88, 5/12. 
