The Ephesus Body is a Local Congregation
Eph.1:1-2. (Pray)

Paul wrote this to the saints at Ephesus (a local visible congregation of scripturally immersed believers that was fitly framed for the purpose of doing the will of Christ in the great commission) and to the faithful in Christ. His primary concern was the spiritual welfare of those he had dealt with and assembled together in that locality as a N.T. Congregation. (Acts 20:17, Rev.2:1) Certainly the members of the local congregation in Ephesus should have been faithful in Christ but we today and all true believers in any other time or place should strive to be faithful also. 
Being faithful in Christ has to do with service and one of the 1st things the N.T. teaches us to do is to be scripturally immersed and become a member of a true local congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 2:41) It is good to keep this in mind as we read the N.T. because it is written from this view point.  In order to be faithful in Christ one must 1st be born again then be scripturally immersed and added to a true local congregation of the Lord’s people. That is what is commonly called a Baptist Church.  We don’t apologize for this fact.  The N.T. is a Baptist book, written by Baptists for Baptists to make Baptists.  Notice 3 things in this context. .
I. The O.T. Division between Jews and Gentiles. (Eph.2:11-13)

1. Before Christ came there was a distinct difference between Jews and non-Jews in the House of God. Jer.4:5-7. Matt.10:5-6, 15:21-28.
2. Court of the Gentiles, etc. Gentiles could worship God but not in the Temple proper.  They had to stay in the outer court. Rev.11:2. Ezk.10:4-5. Jn.12:20-22.
II. The N.T. Unity of the Body. (Eph.2:13-22)
1. The blood of Christ changed all the O.T divisions. Eph.2:13-14.

2. In Christ, BOTH Jew and Gentile are reconciled to God and may serve together in the N.T. House of God. Eph.2:15-16. 1Tim.3:15. 

3.  Jesus is the WAY for sinners far (Gentile) and near (Jew). Eph.2:17-18. 

  
      4.  Now we can BOTH serve equally in God’s House. Eph.2:19-22. 


      5.  Which House? 

A. The one with Apostles as foundation stones. 1Cor.12:27-28. (Paul always wrote to Local Visible Congregations.)

B. The one with Christ as the Chief Corner Stone. Matt.16:18. 1Pet.2:6.

C. The one that can actually assemble, preach, baptize, & teach according to the N.T. pattern.  Matt.28:19-20.



III. The N.T. Ekklesia is a Local Congregation. (Eph.3:6, 10, 21)

1. Never toss out the basic meaning of a word for another definition if the basic meaning makes sense. An ekklesia is a local called out congregation with authority to do its job.   That is the basic meaning even if the word is used in a generic or institutional sense.  
2. Anyone can be saved and serve in a N.T. congregation.  Rev.22:17. 

3. Even Angels learn from the ministry of a local N.T. congregation. 1Cor.11:5-10. 

Conclusion:   Everyone who has ever been born again, in heaven ore in earth is in the FAMILY of God (Eph.3:15).  But the ekklesia of the Lord Jesus Christ is only of N.T. origin.  It is a mystery that in other ages was not made known.  In fact, even now the old landmark truth on the ekklesia (congregation) of The Lord Jesus Christ is not seen by many.  But, Praise God, He is revealing it to some according to His eternal purpose in Christ (Eph.3:11).  I urge all true believers to forsake the popular modern day error of a mystical invisible so-called body and come join a true N.T. body of Christ with authority to carry out the great commission.  Only local congregations like this one have that authority.  AMEN.  2/87, 9/90, 5/93 Ontario, 1/11.  
